
Periodic Report (Convention) 

A. General information 

Name of State Party 

Sweden 

Date of Ratification 

2011-01-26 

Question A.1 

Executive summary 

Please provide an executive summary of the report that will allow general readers to 
understand the overall status of legislative, regulatory and other measures taken at the 
national level to implement the Convention. This should follow the organizational structure 
of the form. 

Sweden has contributed to the international mechanisms under the 2003 Convention with one 
programme (The ‘Land of Legends’) to the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices (2018) and 
for the next reporting cycle, one element (Nordic clinker boat traditions) to the Representative 
list (2021). Sweden has two accredited NGOs. 
 
Sweden’s implementation of the Convention is coordinated by the Institute for Language and 
Folklore and focused on cooperation and the participation from civil society. The work is 
organised in five “expert nodes” for different domains of the intangible cultural heritage (ICH) 
and a special node for the ICH of the Sami people. Each node consists of one responsible 
authority and a large network of stakeholders, such as NGOs, practitioners, experts, 
researchers, educational and cultural heritage institutions. 
 
Sweden has a long tradition of documentation, research, organization and transmission in the 
area of ICH. Universities have courses and programmes related to the ICH. Several bodies 
provide training in safeguarding and management, such as museums and educational 
institutions. NGOs are involved in safeguarding activities. The ICH of the national minorities is 
also safeguarded by organizations and associations which represent Finnish, Meänkieli, Sami, 
Roma and Jewish minorities. 
 
Courses and training programmes are aimed at the general public, for example at the 
universities. Different kind of courses are arranged by centers and NGOs. ICH is integrated in to 
primary and secondary education at a large level and in post-secondary education at a satisfied 



level. 
 
The national inventory contains extensive material and includes recurring contacts with 
proposers and practitioners. The inventory is open for proposals from general public and is a 
source of knowledge for individuals as well as associations and institutions. No additional 
inventory is directly linked to the 2003 Convention. However, archives and libraries contain a 
number of lists and registers covering ICH. 
 
There is an increasing focus on cultural heritage in research with a growing interest in the 
intangible dimension. Several universities have built heritage research environments. 
 
Cultural rights are constitutionally protected in Sweden. Regarding cultural heritage in general 
the cultural policy objectives include promoting “a dynamic cultural heritage that is preserved, 
used and developed”. Regarding ICH in particular the Cultural Heritage Bill (prop. 2016/17:116) 
stresses focus on promoting civil society’s own potential to preserve, pass on and develop the 
ICH. A yearly grant is distributed to non-profit heritage work. 
 
The Swedish school system shall convey and embed respect for human rights and the 
fundamental democratic values. There are rights to education in national minority languages 
for students belonging to a national minority. The ethical principles for ICH are in line with 
Sweden’s fundamental laws. Sweden's cultural policy objectives state that culture shall be a 
dynamic, challenging and independent force based on freedom of expression. 
 
Within all expert nodes, a number of activities are organized in which practitioners, 
communities, groups and individuals participate and are involved in work to increase 
knowledge of the ICH. Sweden emphasize the importance of working with good safeguarding 
practices. Sweden also prioritizes the promotion of the exchange of experience between 
countries and takes part in the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of ICH 2020-
2024. 
 
Practitioners, NGOs, cultural and educational institutions and other stakeholders have 
participated actively in the work with this report and contributed with ideas to bear in mind in 
the continued work with the Convention. The reporting has also highlighted how ICH is 
promoted through many different fields, even though the activities are not always mentioned 
as work for and with “intangible cultural heritage”. Making the concept of "intangible cultural 
heritage" more known in Sweden is one of the targets for the next reporting cycle. 

Question A.2 

Contact information of the focal point for the periodic report 

If you need to update the information related to the focal point, please write to the Secretariat 
(ich-reports@unesco.org) indicating the information to be updated, and the Secretariat will 
make necessary changes. 



Title (Ms/Mr, etc) 

Ms 

Family name 

Nordström 

Given name 

Annika 

Institution/position 

Senior advisor Institute for Language and Folklore  

Address 

Department of Archives and Research P.O. Box 53058 400 14 Göteborg 

Telephone number 

+46 767-877802 

E-mail address 

annika.nordstrom@isof.se 

Other relevant information 

Question A.3 

Institutions and organizations involved in the preparation of the periodic report 

• Governmental institutions 
 
Kulturdepartementet, Ministry of Culture: overall responsible for the periodic report; 
Kulturdepartement, The Ministry of Culture, has also collaborated with other concerned 
ministries, among others Ministry of Education and Research. 
Institutet för språk och folkminnen, Institute for Language and Folklore (Isof): focal point 
and responsible for one of five expert nodes – oral traditions, rituals and knowledge 
about the universe; 
Institute for Language and Folklore, Språkrådet, Language Council of Sweden: experts on 
national minority languages and language policy; 



Nordiska museet, Nordic Museum: responsible for one of the five expert nodes together 
with Isof – oral traditions, rituals and knowledge about the universe. Network with 
different actors in this field; 
Nämnden för hemslöjdsfrågor, National Swedish Handicraft Council: responsible for one 
of the five expert nodes – handicraft. Network with different actors in this field; 
Riksantikvarieämbetet, Swedish National Heritage Board: responsible for one of the five 
expert nodes – nature and ICH associated with material cultural heritage and cultural 
environments. Network with different actors in this field; 
Statens Musikverk, Swedish Performing Arts Agency: responsible for one of the five 
expert nodes – music and performances. Network with different actors in this field; 
Sametinget, Sámediggi, Sami Parliament: responsible for one of the five expert nodes – 
cultural heritage of the Sámi people. Network with different actors in this field. 
 

 

• National commission for UNESCO 
 
Svenska Unescorådet, Swedish National Commission for UNESCO: experts on UNESCO-
related matters. 

 

• Cultural centres 
 
Mångkulturellt Centrum, The Multicultural centre: documentation and research to 
increase knowledge of the new conditions for democracy that follow in the footsteps of 
migration and globalization; 
Romska Kulturcentret i Malmö, The Roma Cultural Centre; experts in and on the 
intangible cultural heritage of the Roma people. 

 

• Research institutions 
 
Institutet för språk och folkminnen, Institute for Language and Folklore: experts on 
documentation and research within the field of several different genres of ICH; 
Institutionen för kulturvård, The Department of Conservation, University of Gothenburg: 
experts on documentation, research and education; 
Kulturarvsakademien, The Heritage Academy, Gothenburg University: experts on 
questions related to research, education, dissemination of knowledge and other 
safeguarding measures; 
Nordiska museet, Nordic Museum: experts on documentation and research within the 
field of several different genres of ICH; 



Statens Musikverk, The Swedish Arts Agency: experts on documentation and research 
within the field of music and other performances. 

 

• Centres of expertise 
 
Hemslöjdskonsulenterna i Skåne; experts on and in handicraft; 
Svenska Hemslöjdsföreningars Riksförbund, the National Association of Swedish 
Handicraft Societies: experts on and in crafts; 
Sätergläntan, Institute for handicrafts; education, experts on and in crafts. 

 

• Universities 
 
Göteborgs universitet, University of Gothenburg, Centre for Critical Heritage Studies: 
experts on questions related to research, education and other safeguarding measures;  
Göteborgs universitet, University of Gothenburg, The Craft Laboratory; exerperts on and 
in crafts; 
Lunds universitet, Folklivsarkivet, The Folklife Archives, Lund university; experts on 
documentation and research within several genres of ICH. 

 

• Museums 
 
Judiska museet, Jewish Museum: experts on the Jewish intangible heritage; 
Nordiska museet, Nordic Museum: (see above); 
Statens museer för Världskultur, The National Museums of World Culture: experts in 
documenting and illuminating the conditions and forms of expressions of other cultures 
as well as interaction between cultures and cultural variation — historical and modern, 
national and international; 
Sörmlands museum: experts on esp. crafts. 
(also see others) 

 

• NGOs 
 
Berättarnätet Kronoberg, The Storytelling Network in Kronoberg; practitioners and 
experts on oral traditions, admitted to the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices, 
ackredited NGO; 
Berättarnätet i Norrköping, The Storytelling Network in Norrköping; practitioners and 



experts on oral traditions; 
Skånes hemslöjdsförbund, The Handicraft Society in Skåne; experts on and in crafts;  
Stockholms Läns Hembygdsförbund, The Local Heritage Movement in The Region of 
Stockholm; practitioners and experts in safeguarding several types of ICH; 
Svenska kyrkan, Swedish Church; experts on the Christian and Church cultural heritage; 
Sveriges Hembygdsföreningars Riksförbud, The Swedish Local Heritage Federation, 
practitioners and experts in safeguarding several types of ICH. 
(also see others) 

 

• Municipalities 
 
See others 

 

• Others (if yes, specify) 
 
To compile this report, we have also used the data and the correspondence that the 
Institute for Language and Folklore has had with practitioners, NGOs, organizations and 
communities that have submitted proposals for the national list and for international 
nominations. 
 
Akademien för cirkuskonstens bevarande i Sverige (Academy for safeguarding touring 
classic circus); 
Eric Sahlström institutet, The Eric Sahlström Institute; 
Friluftsfrämjandet (Swedish Outdoor Association); 
Förbundet för svensk fäbodkultur och utmarksbruk (The Association for Swedish fäbod 
culture and outfield use); 
Föreningen för den Beridna Högvakten (Association for the Mounted Main Guard); 
HAM-SAM, Karnevalskommittén för Hammarkullekarnevalen (Association for the 
Carinval in Hammarkullen); 
Nordiska psalmodikonförbundet (The Nordic psalmodikon Assocition); 
Restaurang och hotellhögskolan i Grythyttan (the School of Hospitality, Culinary Arts and 
Meal Science); 
Stiftelsen Holmöns båtmuseum, Umeå kommun (The Holmön boat museum); 
Svenska Folkdansringen (Association for traditional Swedish dances, traditional music, 
singing, crafts and handicrafts, and other traditions); 
Svenska Jägarförbundet, Swedish Hunters´ Association; 
Svenskt friluftsliv (Organization for Swedish Outdoor Life); 
Sveriges Hembygdsförbund (Swedish Local Heritage Federation); 
Sveriges Tivoliägarförening (Swedish owners association for the funfair tradition); 
Tornedalens Fiskemuseum (The Fishing Museum in Torne Valley) and Haparanda 



kommun (Haparanda Municipality); 
Vadstena kommun (Vadstena Municipality) and Vadstena spetsmuseum (Vadstena 
Museum of lacemaking); 
Ålakustens kulturarvsförening, The Eel Coast Cultural Heritage NGO. 
 

Please provide any comments in the box below  

To compile this report, the five expert nodes have also been in contact with other associations 
and organizations in their networks. 
 
The report contains many examples. Since, according to the instructions, it has been created in 
collaboration with a number of actors, we have taken note of the examples that they 
considered important to contribute. 

Question A.4 

Accredited Non-Governmental Organizations 

For information, please find below the list of accredited NGOs located in your country, if any. 
You can find detailed information on each NGO, by clicking on the question mark symbol. 

Name of the NGO Year of accreditation 

The Storytelling Network of Kronoberg (NGO-90306) 2014 

The Eel Coast Cultural Heritage NGO (NGO-90428) 2020 

Please provide in the box below observation(s), if any, on the above-mentioned information. 

The Storytelling Network Kronoberg are active in the work of implementing the Convention, 
both nationally and internationally. They use storytelling as a pedagogical method and 
working/teaching at all school levels. During the Ljungby Storytelling Festival, storytellers and 
academic experts come from Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Belgium, Britain and Germany to 
perform and listen, to follow or give seminars and workshops for training new storytellers, it is 
an important forum for sharing approaches in renewing storytelling traditions. The Storytelling 
Network does also take an active part in the NGO Forum. 
 
The Eel Coast Cultural Heritage NGO was established in order to preserve, protect and spread 
information about the eel and the intangible cultural heritage, traditions, folklore, music, 
craftsmanship and knowledge surrounding eel fishing along the traditional eel fishing coast 
between Åhus and Stenshuvud in eastern Sweden. The preservation of the eel fishing traditions 
is threatened and the Eel coast Cultural Heritage NGO organizes a number of safeguarding 
activities, such as documentation, sustainable fishing, guided tours, conferences and 
exhibitions. 



Question A.5 

Participation to the international mechanisms of the 2003 Convention  

Question A.5.1 

Elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding 

For information, please find below the list of elements inscribed on the List of Intangibe 
Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, if any. You can find detailed information on 
each element, by clicking on the question mark symbol (Periodic reporting on these elements is 
done under a separate set of guidelines using form ICH-11). 

none  

Please provide in the box below observation(s), if any, on the above-mentioned information. 

None 

Question A.5.2 

Elements inscribed on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 

For information, please find below the list of elements inscribed on the Representative List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, if any. You can find detailed information on each 
element, by clicking on the question mark symbol (the report on these elements will be made in 
section C of this form). 

none  

Please provide in the box below observation(s), if any, on the above-mentioned information. 

The element Nordic clinker boat traditions was inscribed in December 2021 and will be 
reported during the next reporting cycle. 

Question A.5.3 

Programmes selected for the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices 

For information, please find below the list of programmes selected for the Register of Good 
Safeguarding Practices, if any. You can find detailed information on each element, by clicking on 
the question mark symbol. 



Name of project/programme/etc. 
Year of 

inscription 

Land-of-Legends programme, for promoting and revitalizing the art of 
storytelling in Kronoberg Region (01392) 

2018 

Please provide in the box below observation(s), if any, on the above-mentioned information. 

The Land-of-Legends programme is still working with safeguarding practices. They are an active 
and engaged part of the work with the Convention, both nationally and internationally. The 
programme has taken part in the periodic reporting, which contains several examples from 
their activities. 

Question A.5.4 

Projects financed through International Assistance (Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund) 

For information, please find below the list of projects financed through the ICH Fund in your 
country, if any. You can find detailed information on each project, by clicking on the question 
mark symbol. 

none  

Please provide in the box below observation(s), if any, on the above-mentioned information. 

None 

Question A.6 

Inventories 

Please provide information on the inventory or inventories of the intangible 
cultural heritage present in your State’s territory, as referred to in Articles 11 and 
12 of the Convention and paragraph 153 of the Operational Directives. The 'Add' 
tab allows you to add as many inventories as you wish to include. If no inventory 
has been established yet in your country, leave this section blank. 

1 

a. Name of inventory  

Living traditions (Levande traditioner) 

b. Hyperlink to the inventory (if any) 



https://www.isof.se/lar-dig-mer/kunskapsbanker/levande-traditioner 

c. Responsible body 

Institute for Language and Folklore 

d. Date of establishment  

20-08-2014 

e. Updated since ratification or during the reporting period (provide further details in section 
7.3  

) 

Yes 

Date of latest update 

15-11-2021 

f. Method and frequency for updating 

The inventory is a living document which is constantly updated. The work can therefore be seen 
as a growing source of knowledge about living traditions in Sweden. 
 
A major pedagogical challenge lies in disseminating knowledge about the Convention to a broad 
audience. The Institute’s website about intangible cultural heritage is an online, living 
document constantly updated. It is therefore developed as the inventory work proceeds. 
 
New elements are formulated in dialogue with practitioners and proposers and are published 
continuously. 
The elements that are already on the list are updated in the event of changes and in connection 
with the addition of new information, also in dialogue with all concerned actors. 

g. Number of elements included 

59 

h. Applicable domains 

All five domains are applicable. The inventory contains performances, narrative, celebrations, 
music and dance, social practices, craft, food traditions, knowledge of nature and the universe 
and methodological examples. This includes programmes, projects and activities which show 



how we can work to document or pass on knowledge and which can serve as a model; different 
associations, networks, training or special techniques focused on documenting intangible 
cultural heritage. 

i. Ordering principles 

The general structure of the Swedish inventory relates to the domains of intangible cultural 
heritage as defined by the 2003 Convention (see above). When searching for elements in the 
online database, visitors can select different topics as well as a special element. The territorial 
principle is national. The inventory also shows the elements after the date they were adopted, 
with the most recent first. 

j. Criteria for inclusion 

According to the ICH-Convention, the inventory is a tool to identify, describe and communicate 
knowledge about the different elements of intangible cultural heritage. It includes widespread 
traditions and knowledge, but also elements which are only practiced by a small group of 
people.  
 
Criteria for inclusion 
The element must be consistent with human rights and with mutual respect among different 
communities  
The element must be consistent with sustainable development 
The element must be recognized as part of the cultural heritage of communities, groups or 
individuals  
Relevant communities, groups or individuals must be informed about and support the 
nomination 
The element must be transmitted and still practiced (revived traditions are not inscribed) 
 
Criteria for exclusion 
Suggestions that are not in line with the purposes of the Convention and national law  
Incomplete suggestions  
Suggestions that are not recognized as part of the cultural heritage of communities, groups or 
individuals  
Traditions which are no longer in practice or revived  
Suggestions which are merely practiced for touristic or economic purposes 
 
Who can submit a proposal? 
Non-profit associations  
Private persons 
Institutions 
 
Who can not submit a proposal?  
Representatives of commercial interests 



Political organizations 
 
Who makes the decision? 
The Institute for Language and Folklore  
 
Decisions are taken on ground of:  
• the Institute's overall competence in the case of intangible cultural heritage and cultural 
research 
• current law 
• consultation within the framework of the national ICH organization  
• consultation with other authorities (in special cases). 
 
Special consideration is given to: 
• the importance of practitioners' participation and broad representation 
• highlight ICH as living and evolving 
• stress the importance of ICH amongst underrepresented groups (minorities, children etc.) 
• pay attention to not previously documented ICH 
• avoid stereotyping and cementation  
• underline the importance of methodical examples 
. 

k. Does the inventory record the viability of each element? 

Yes 

Please provide further details, if appropriate: 

The inventory contains extensive material, since the work with the inventory also is seen as a 
form of documentation. It presents each element under one or several headings, description, 
history and viability/safeguarding. There are also photos, bibliographies and links to more 
material and other relevant websites. Since the Institute for Language and Folklore and several 
of the expert nodes also have archive collections, there are also links to older material. The 
English translation contains a summary of each element. 

l. Does the updating of the inventory reflect the current viability of elements included? 
(provide further details in section 7.3  

) 

Yes 

Please provide further details, if appropriate 



The work with the inventory includes recurring contacts with proposers and practitioners. If the 
element changes, the list is updated, this also applies to the vitality. 

m. Does the inventory identify threats to the ICH elements included? 

Yes 

If yes, what are the main threats you have identified? 

Some elements have few practitioners and the average age of those who are active is high. 
 
Due to the fact that the eel as a species is threatened and fishing is strongly regulated, the 
possibilities for and the interest in eel fishing as a career choice is limited among young people. 
 
There are a number of threats to the survival of the traditional touring circus and the fun fair 
traditions. Among other things, increased rental fees, fresh water connection and waste 
management have meant that the number of possible venues - mainly municipally owned - has 
steadily decreased. 

n. Is this a specialized inventory or an inventory of specific scope? (provide further details in 
section 7.2  

) 

No 

Name of the associated element, domain, ethnic group, geographical region, etc. 

o. Is access to the inventory facilitated while respecting customary practices governing access 
to specific aspects of ICH? (provide further details in section 7.4  

) 

Yes 

p. Do communities, groups and NGOs participate inclusively in the inventorying process? 
(provide further details in section 8.1  

) 

Yes 

q. Does the inventory respect the diversity of ICH and its practitioners, including the practices 
and expressions of all sectors of society and all regions? (provide further details in section 8.2  



) 

Yes 

r. Does the inventory include the practices and expressions of all genders? (provide further 
details in section 8.2  

) 

Yes 

Question A.7 

Synergies with other international frameworks 

States Parties are invited to share examples of concrete activities developed within 
other international frameworks which contributed to the safeguarding of ICH: 

1 

Programme/Convention /Organization  

- 

Activity/project 

See B.25.3 

Contributions to the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage 



B. Reporting against core indicators 

The Section B of the form will allow you to report on your safeguarding activities and priorities 
according to the Overall Results Framework approved in 2018 by the General Assembly of 
States Parties to the 2003 Convention. Distributed in eight thematic areas, 26 core indicators 
have been established. To each of the indicators correspond assessment factors. 
 
Each tab under Section B corresponds to one of the 26 indicators. The answers provided for 
each assessment factor determine the extent to which the indicator is satisfied. It constitutes 
your baseline and it is represented by a scale. You are invited to define a target for the next 
reporting exercise in six-year time and to explain how you intend to achieve this target, 
referring to the specific aspects and assessment factor(s) that the State may wish to address. 

https://ich.unesco.org/en/overall-results-framework-00984


1. Extent to which competent bodies and institutions and 
consultative mechanisms support the continued practice and 
transmission of ICH 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 1 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 1.1 

Have one or more competent bodies for ICH safeguarding been designated or established? 

Yes 
1 

Name of the body 

Institute for Language and Folklore 

Brief description of the safeguarding functions of the body 

The Institute for Language and Folklore is a Swedish government agency with a focus on 
dialects, language policy, language planning, names and folklore. In these different areas, the 
Institute conducts research, gives lectures, provides advice, and produces a range of 
publications, often in collaboration with national and international stakeholders, such as 
universities and cultural heritage institutions. The Institute holds the country’s largest 
collections of folk traditions which document major components of Sweden’s intangible cultural 
heritage. In addition, the Institute has an assignment from the Swedish government to be the 
coordinating state agency responsible for Swedish implementation of the Convention. 
 
Sweden has formed an organization which includes The Institute for Language and Folklore as a 
central coordinating authority and five “nodes” for five different areas within the ICH-field. 
A. Institute for Language and Folklore / Nordic Museum: oral traditions and expressions, social 
practices, rituals and festive events, knowledge about the universe. 
B. The National Swedish Handicraft Council: traditional craftmanship. 
C. The Swedish National Heritage Board: nature and ICH associated with material cultural 
heritage and cultural environments. 
D. Swedish Performing Arts Agency: music and other performing arts. 
E. The Sami Parliament: the intangible cultural heritage of the Sami people. 
 
Each node consists of a responsible authority and a large network of stakeholders, associations 
and non-profit organizations (see B.1.3). 

Website 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN1-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN1-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN1-ES.docx


www.isof.se; www.livingtraditions.se 

Contact details 

Address 

Box 135, SE-751 04 Uppsala, Sweden 

Telephone number 

+46 (0)200-28 33 33 

E-mail address 

registrator@isof.se 
  
2 

Name of the body 

The Nordic Museum / Nordiska Museet 

Brief description of the safeguarding functions of the body 

Nordiska museet in Stockholm was founded in 1873 and is the largest cultural history museum 
in Sweden. The museum displays Swedish trends and traditions in exhibitions of home and 
shelter, clothes and fashion and customs. There is also an exhibition focusing on the only 
indigenous people in the Nordics – the Sami. Nordiska museet archives contain documents 
from societies, companies and private individuals, as well as letters, diaries, memoirs, answers 
on questionnaires and other accounts – covering more than 5,500 metres of shelf space and 6 
million pictures in all. 
 
Together with the Institute for Language and Folklore, the Nordic Museum is responsible for 
expert node A: oral traditions and expressions, social practices, rituals and festive events, 
knowledge about the universe. 

Website 

www.nordiskamuseet.se 

Contact details 

Address 



PO Box 27820 , SE-115 93 Stockholm 

Telephone number 

+46(0)8 51 95 46 00 

E-mail address 

info@nordiskamuseet.se 
  
3 

Name of the body 

The National Swedish Handicraft Council / Nämnden för hemslöjdsfrågor 

Brief description of the safeguarding functions of the body 

The National Swedish Handicraft Council initiates, plans and coordinates efforts to promote 
handicraft activities. The overall objective is to promote handicraft all over Sweden by 
increasing people’s interest and knowledge in the area of handicraft. The Council allocates state 
grants to work that furthers and develops handicraft. The focus is on information, further 
education, coordination of the work performed by handicraft consultants, follow-up and 
evaluation as well as investigatory work and initiation of projects. 
 
The National Swedish Handicraft Council is responsible for expert node B: traditional 
craftmanship. 

Website 

www.nfh.se 

Contact details 

Address 

PO Box 4006, SE-102 61 Stockholm 

Telephone number 

+46 (0) 98 681 65 51 

E-mail address 



info@nfh.se 
  
4 

Name of the body 

The Swedish National Heritage Board / Riksantikvarieämbetet 

Brief description of the safeguarding functions of the body 

The Swedish National Heritage Board, under the auspices of the Ministry of Culture, serves as 
Sweden’s central administrative agency in the area of cultural heritage, cultural or historic 
environment. Its assignment includes ensuring that the cultural values of ancient monuments 
and archaeological sites, buildings and landscapes are preserved, used and developed, and 
watching over the interests of the cultural heritage and cultural environment in community 
planning and construction. 
 
Swedish National Heritage Board is responsible for expert node C: practices and knowledge 
about nature and ICH associated with material cultural heritage and cultural environments. 

Website 

www.raa.se 

Contact details 

Address 

PO Box 5405, SE-114 84 Stockholm 

Telephone number 

+46 (0)8-5191 80 00 

E-mail address 

registrator@raa.se 
  
5 

Name of the body 

Swedish Performing Arts Agency / Statens musikverk 



Brief description of the safeguarding functions of the body 

The Swedish Performing Arts Agency promotes a wide-ranging musical offering throughout 
Sweden. The aim is also to preserve and bring to life theatre, dance and music heritage. 
This mission also includes funding collaborative projects aimed at development and 
strengthening and creating better conditions for the independent professional music scene. The 
link to professionals in music is strong throughout the artistic council in which musicians, 
composers, sound artists and music creators play a critical part. 
 
The Swedish Performing Arts Agency is responsible for node D: music and other performing 
arts. 

Website 

https://musikverket.se/ 

Contact details 

Address 

PO Box 16326, SE-103 26 Stockholm 

Telephone number 

+46 (0)8-519 554 00 

E-mail address 

registrator@musikverket.se 
  
6 

Name of the body 

The Sami Parliament / Sámediggi / Sametinget 

Brief description of the safeguarding functions of the body 

The Sami Parliament is both a publicly elected parliament and a state agency. The main task of 
the Sami Parliament is to act for a living Sami culture. Sami culture also includes activities 
pertaining to Sami livelihoods. This means that the Sami Parliament can bring up and present 
proposals concerning all of the different questions that are of particular interest when it comes 
to a living Sami culture. As an indigenous people, the Sami have a different standing than other 
ethnic minorities in Sweden. The Sami parliament works for increased self-determination. The 



Sami want to be decisive in questions that concern them as Sami. 
 
The Sami Parliament is responsible for node E: the intangible cultural heritage of the Sami 
people. 
At the same time, Sami representatives can be part of the networks of the other expert nodes. 

Website 

www.sametinget.se 

Contact details 

Address 

PO Box 90, SE-981 22 Kiruna 

Telephone number 

+46 (0)980-780 30 

E-mail address 

kansli@sametinget.se 

Question 1.2 

Do competent bodies for safeguarding specific ICH elements exist in your country? (whether 
or not inscribed on one of the Lists of the 2003 Convention) 

No 
1 

Name of the body 

Select the element if it is inscribed on one of the Lists of the 2003 Convention 

- 

Name of the element concerned (if it is not inscribed on one of the Lists of the 2003 
Convention) 

Brief description of the safeguarding functions of the body 

Website 



Contact details 

Address 

Telephone number 

E-mail address 

Question 1.3 

Do any consultative bodies or coordination mechanisms encourage and support broad and 
inclusive involvement of communities, groups and individuals in ICH safeguarding and 
management? 

Yes 

Explain briefly how such bodies or mechanisms involve/encourage communities, groups and 
individuals in ICH safeguarding and management. 

The central governmental administration in Sweden consists of relatively small Ministries. The 
Ministries are served by independent governmental Agencies who implement policies. The 
implementation of for example UNESCO Conventions are handled outside the Ministries and in 
this case by the Institute for Folklore and Language (Isof) in collaboration with other authorities.  
 
Sweden has formed an organization which includes a central coordinating authority (Isof) and 
five “nodes” for different areas (see B.1.1), each of these with their own broad network within 
the domains of the Convention. Each node consists of a responsible authority and a large 
network of stakeholders, several from civil society, such as NGOs, non-profit-organizations, 
practitioners and individuals, but also experts, researchers, education institutions, cultural 
heritage institutions - all the different kind of stakeholders that are pointed out in the 2003-
Convention. 
 
The consultation group 
Since the implementation of the Convention, actors from different organizations have been 
active in a consultation group. The group has been coordinated by the Institute for Language 
and Folklore and consists of representatives from the Swedish National Commission for 
UNESCO, the National Swedish Handicraft Council, Swedish National Heritage Board, the 
National Archives of Sweden, the Swedish Arts Council, the Nordic Museum, the Swedish 
Performing Arts Agency, the Sami Parliament, The Swedish National Archives, Swedish Arts 
Council, the Multicultural Centre, the Storytelling Network Kronoberg and other non-
governmental organizations. These actors cooperate, exchanges experiences and provide the 
work with advice. 

Question 1.4 



Are institutions, organizations and/or initiatives for documenting ICH fostered and supported 
by the State? 

Yes 

Describe briefly how the State supports such institutions, organizations and/or initiatives for 
documenting ICH. 

In Sweden the intangible cultural heritage has been documented for a long time. Systematic 
collection began at the end of the 19th century. Today the intangible cultural heritage is 
documented through institutions with state, regional or municipal financing. Documentation is 
done at almost all museums, archives, cultural heritage institutions and organizations involved 
in work with the Convention.  
 
One example is the work done by the Institute for Language and Folklore (Isof), which is a 
government agency and responsible for implementing the Convention in Sweden, but also for 
one of the five expert nodes. Isof conducts documentation and research, gives lectures, answer 
questions, produces publications, preserves and makes the collections available for instance via 
the website. The Institute holds the country’s largest collections of folk traditions which 
document major components of Sweden’s intangible cultural heritage. The archives are open to 
members of the public, students and researchers. 
 
The Nordic Museum is the largest cultural history museum in Sweden with extensive collections 
with various forms of intangible cultural heritage. Together with Isof, the museum is 
responsible for the node for oral traditions and rituals. Both of these institutions have 
documented intangible cultural heritage since the beginning of the 20th century and are now 
continuing to develop new methods together, including through digital collection. 
 
There are 24 county museums in Sweden, with the mission to make the counties' cultural 
heritage accessible, deepen the knowledge of the diversity of the cultural heritage, increase 
insight into the past, and document and communicate the counties' history and the value of the 
cultural environments to the inhabitants. 
https://lansmuseerna.se/ 
 
Another example is the important work that takes place in the network around The National 
Swedish Handicraft Council, responsible for craftmanship. The node works intensively with 
documentation of various crafts. 

Are the documentation materials produced utilized to support the continued practice and 
transmission of ICH? 

Yes 

Describe briefly how the documentation materials are utilized for these purposes. 



The organizations involved in the work with the convention also works to ensure the access to 
cultural heritage documentation, through publications, information technology, particularly 
web sites and databases, in compliance with regulations and in accordance with technical and 
scientific criteria and standards. Anyone has free of charge access to the collections in public 
archives in Sweden, as a constitutional right.  
 
One example is the work within The Craft Laboratory at the University of Gothenburg. Their 
mission is to document, secure and develop traditional craft knowledge in the areas of 
construction, cultural landscapes and gardens. Knowledge that is necessary to safeguard and 
develop cultural environments, but also in the work for a sustainable future. All their 
publications can be downloaded for free at the website: 
https://www.gu.se/hantverkslaboratoriet. 
The Craft Laboratory also publishes a series of films about various craft techniques on its own 
You-Tube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCISZUm8lwGl1e0I1kmgMaMw 

Question 1.5 

Which of the following institutions contribute towards ICH safeguarding and management? 

1.5  

• Cultural centres 
 
Kulturarvsakademien, The Heritage Academy, Gothenburg: a bridge between the 
academic world and the surrounding society, a partnership between the regional 
administration for cultural development, and the University of Gothenburg. Experts on 
questions related to research, education, dissemination of knowledge and other 
safeguarding measures; 
The Multicultural centre: documentation and research to increase knowledge of the 
new conditions for democracy that follow in the footsteps of migration and 
globalization, esp. the work with the Multicultural Calendar; 
Sätergläntan, Institute for handicrafts; conducts training and education, experts on and 
in crafts, inventorying. 

 

• Centres of expertise 
 
Nämnden för hemslöjdsfrågor, National Swedish Handicraft Council: responsible for one 
of the five expert nodes – handicraft. Network with different actors in this field, 
inventorying; 
Restaurang- och hotellhögskolan, Campus Grythyttan, Örebro University, the School of 
Hospitality, Culinary Arts and Meal Science: experts on questions related to food and 
food traditions.  



Riksantikvarieämbetet, Swedish National Heritage Board: responsible for one of the five 
expert nodes – nature. Network with different actors in this field, inventorying (see 
B.1.1.IV); 
Sametinget, Sámediggi, The Sami Parliament: experts on the Sami cultural heritage, 
responsible for one of the five expert nodes – cultural heritage of the Sami people. 
Network with different actors in this field, inventorying (see B.1.1.VI); 
Sameslöjdstiftelsen, Sámi Duodji (northern Sami word for handicrafts): experts on and in 
Sami arts and crafts. 

 

• Research institutions 
 
Hantverkslaboratoriet i Mariestad, The Craft Laboratory, University of Gothenburg: 
research and documentation within the field of crafts; 
Institutet för språk och folkminnen, Institute for Language and Folklore: documentation 
and research within the field of several different genres of ICH, responsible for one of 
the expert nodes and the national inventory (see B.1.1.I); 
Nordiska museet, Nordic Museum: documentation and research within the field of 
several different genres of ICH, responsible for one of the expert nodes (see B.1.1.II); 
Swedish Performing Arts Agency: documentation and research within the field of music 
and other performances, responsible for one of the five expert nodes – music and 
performances. Network with different actors in this field, inventorying (see B.1.1.V). 
(also see B.9.2) 

 

• Museums 
 
Judiska museet, Jewish Museum: tells the story of Jewish thought, Jewish practices, and 
Swedish history to everyone who is curious about Jewish history and Swedish-Jewish 
heritage; 
Länsmuseerna i Sverige, County Museums in Sweden: document and make available 
knowledge of various forms of intangible cultural heritage in different parts of Sweden;  
Nordiska museet, Nordic Museum (see above); 
Statens Maritima Museer, Swedish National Maritime Museums: the agency's mission is 
to preserve and develop the maritime and transport history cultural heritage and to 
increase people's knowledge about it; 
Statens museer för Världskultur, The National Museums of World Culture: agency to 
document and illuminate the conditions and forms of expressions of other cultures as 
well as interaction between cultures and cultural variation — historical and modern, 
national and international. 

 



• Archives 
 
Institute for Language and Folklore (see above); 
Folklivsarkivet med Skånes musiksamlingar, The Folklife Archives, Lund university: the 
archives initiate, collect, preserve and make everyday life visible in Sweden through 
stories and other forms of expression; 
Nordic Museum (see above): documentation, research, exhibitions and publications of 
different kinds of ICH; 
Riksarkivet, The Swedish National Archives: the official archive for the Swedish 
government and for supervising the management of the archives of Sweden’s public 
authorities, takes part in the consultation group. 

 

• Others 
 
Statens Kulturråd, Swedish Arts Council: supports arts, culture and international 
exchange, distributes grants to culture, represented in the consultation group. 
 
In addition, the country's municipalities and regions contribute in many ways to the 
work with the intangible cultural heritage. One example is the Cultural Development 
Administration in the Västra Götaland region, which, among other things, runs museums 
and places to visit and is behind the Cultural Heritage Academy in collaboration with the 
University of Gothenburg. 
 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Satisfied 

Target for the next report: 

Satisfied 



Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

The organization with five expert nodes and their networks (B.1. and B.1.3) is a well functional 
foundation for the work, which must be constantly maintained and developed.  
 
Comment to the answer "No" to question B.1.2 
Competent bodies and institutions support the continued practice and transfer of ICH in 
Sweden. Although there is no organization that will monitor specific elements, there are bodies 
that have overall responsibility for various domains within the intangible cultural heritage (see 
B.1.1). 



2. Extent to which programmes support the strengthening of human 
capacities to promote safeguarding and management of ICH 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 2 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 2.1 

Do tertiary education institutions offer curricula and degrees in ICH safeguarding and 
management, on an inclusive basis? 

Yes 

Describe briefly, using examples and focusing on the course content relevant to ICH 
safeguarding and management. 

Universities in Sweden have courses and programs directly related to the intangible cultural 
heritage. Below are some examples of education in First and Second Cycle Studies, but the 
universities also offers PhD Studies. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Stockholm University 
Heritage Studies. Bachelor´s and Master´s level. A broad field which examines our common 
material and immaterial cultural heritage 
https://www.su.se/english/education/all-subjects/heritage-studies-
1.434304?expEduItemPacks=&expEduItems=&open-collapse-boxes= 
 
Ethnology, Bachelor´s Course, Focus Museums and Heritage: https://www.su.se/sok-kurser-
och-program/etg930-1.447299 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
Uppsala University - Department for Social Anthropology and Ethnology 
The department offers specializes in Swedish ethnology, and offers courses on intangible 
cultural heritage at different levels. 
https://antro.uu.se/utbildning/ 
 
Uppsala University - Campus Gotland 
Cultural Heritage and Sustainability - Master's Programme in the Humanities: 
https://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pInr=KULH&pKod=HHU2M 
 
Uppsala University - Department of ALM 
Museum and Heritage Studies and Cultural Heritage Processes. Master’s programme in ALM: 
https://abm.uu.se/utbildning/masterprogram/museiutbildning/ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
University of Gothenburg - Department of Historical Studies 
Bachelor’s Programme in Cultural Heritage. In this programme the cultural heritage is studied 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN2-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN2-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN2-ES.docx


as a broad social phenomenon. The concept includes material remains, but also an intangible 
heritage in the form of e.g. memories, practices and narratives. 
https://www.gu.se/studera/hitta-utbildning/kulturarvsstudier-kandidatprogram-h1kas 
 
University of Gothenburg – Department of Conservation 
The department has a future-oriented approach in its scope and objectives, where the overall 
aim is to describe the environmental, cultural and social possibilities and limitations for our 
common future in a local, national and global perspective. Master program in cultural 
preservation, mostly about material culture, but also connected intangible knowledge, for 
instance crafts: https://www.gu.se/studera/hitta-utbildning/masterprogram-i-kulturvard-n2kuv 
The Crafts Laboratory in Mariestad provides training with a focus on construction crafts, garden 
crafts and landscape care: https://www.gu.se/hantverkslaboratoriet/om-oss 
 
University of Gothenburg - Department of Cultural Sciences 
The Department offers a wide range of courses in Ethnology, Cultural Studies, Culture and 
Democracy and Gendering Practices: https://www.gu.se/en/cultural-sciences 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Umeå University – Faculty of Arts and Humanities 
Offers several courses in Ethnology and Cultural Studies: https://www.umu.se/en/faculty-of-
arts/ 
 
Bachelor’s Education for a professional work at Cultural Heritage Institutions, includes both 
Tangible and Intangible Cultural Heritage: 
https://www.umu.se/utbildning/program/branschutbildningen-for-museer-och-kulturarv/ 
 
Independent courses on Sami culture, including a focus on folklore and comparative indigenous 
studies and the conditions in Sweden: https://www.umu.se/utbildning/kurser/samiska-a-
kulturstudier/ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
A list including university courses on different kinds of cultural heritage is available at the 
following adress: https://allastudier.se/utbildningar/utbildningar?q=kulturarv 

Do these programmes ensure inclusivity? 

Yes 

If yes, describe briefly how these programmes ensure inclusivity. 

To be eligible for courses and programmes at higher education institutions (HEI’s), a person 
must meet the general entry requirements as well as specific requirements that may apply for a 
course or programme. This means that an applicant must have a certain previous knowledge 
required for the studies. The specific entry requirements differ depending on the course or 
programme and also on what is required by the university.  
Higher education is free of charge for citizens of Sweden, another EU country, EEA country or 



Switzerland or for those holding a permanent or residence permit or temporary residence 
permit for a reason other than studies. 
 
There is no upper age limit or other limitations prohibiting any specific group of persons from 
studying at HEI’s. 

Question 2.2 

Do governmental institutions, centres and other bodies provide training in ICH safeguarding 
and management on an inclusive basis? 

Yes 

Describe briefly, using examples and focusing on the nature of the training offered and the 
body providing it. 

In the first implementing phase for the 2003-Convention, The Institute for Language and 
Folklore together with the responsible expert nodes, arranged several seminars for the 
networks, that communicated knowledge about the Convention, safeguarding, and training in 
inventorying, to create a base for the work with the Convention. 
 
After that it is above all one of the nodes that has continued to organize trainings, namely 
within the domain of crafts. The Swedish National Handicraft council has together with their 
network, arranged several workshops and trainings in safeguarding different kinds of crafts. 
One example was the seminar at Sörmlands museum in 2019, under the heading "How can we 
make the invisible visible? With a focus on documenting and safeguarding traditional handicraft 
and craft knowledge. 
https://www.gu.se/nyheter/att-synliggora-det-osynliga 
 
The Sameslöjdstiftelsen Sami Duodji is financed by The Sami Parliament together with the 
Ministry of Culture through The National Swedish Handicraft Council. The aim is to promote 
Sámi handicraft, handmade. The activities include safeguarding, research and development 
within handicraft and cultural heritage: https://sameslojdstiftelsen.com/ 
 
Sweden has a large number of open-air museums, and through their activities they contribute 
to the preservation of endangered knowledge. They have an important task in the work of 
spreading knowledge about natural sites, places of memory and intangible cultural heritage 
connected to these sites. Open-air museums are run in the form of foundations, by municipal or 
county council administrations, associations or companies: http://www.friluftsmuseerna.org/ 
 
(see also B.19) 

Do these programmes ensure inclusivity?  

Yes 



If yes, describe briefly how these programmes ensure inclusivity. 

The arrangements are opened for everyone who is interested. 

Question 2.3 

Do community-based or NGO-based initiatives provide training in ICH safeguarding and 
management, on an inclusive basis? 

Yes 

Describe briefly, using examples and focusing on the training offered and the organization 
providing it. 

Many NGOs and civil society Associations provide trainings, especially in safeguarding, here are 
some examples. 
 
The Swedish Local Heritage Federation consists of non-profit associations whose members 
pursue activities centred on local history, environment and social life. The humanistic and 
democratic values, its independence of party politics and religion, and the fact that these are 
non-profit activities, makes the local associations into a natural meeting place. Altogether the 
activities are of great significance for passing on a living and dynamic cultural heritage. The 
movement is now also involved in safeguarding cultural heritage in a broader context but with 
its foundation in the history of the local area: https://www.hembygd.se/ 
The local heritage movement is also a good Safeguarding Practice at the Swedish National 
inventory: https://www.isof.se/lar-dig-mer/kunskapsbanker/levande-traditioner/forslag/2016-
04-01-hembygdsrorelsen 
 
Transmission of the national minorities’ cultural heritage is undertaken by organizations and 
associations representing Finnish, Meänkieli, Sami, Roma and Jewish minorities. Some explicit 
cultural heritage work are at  
the Ájtte Museum: http://www.kulturhuset.se/ajtte/  
the Jewish Museum: https://judiskamuseet.se/ 
and the Finn Forest Center in Torsby: http://finnskogarna.com/torsby-finnkulturcentrum/ 
 
The Sameslöjdstiftelsen Sami Duodji is financed by The Sami Parliament together with the 
Ministry of Culture through The National Swedish Handicraft Council. The aim is to promote 
Sámi handicraft, handmade. The activities also include research and development within 
handicraft and cultural heritage: https://sameslojdstiftelsen.com/. 
 
The non-profit organization Svenska Folkdansringen arranges courses and runs research and 
documentation projects in traditional music, dance, costume and handicraft: 
https://folkdansringen.se/riks/ 
Since 1920 Svenska Folkdansringen also has administered the “Zorn Badge”, an award 
bestowed on deserving performers of traditional music. The method of transmission is also a 



good Safeguarding Practice at the Swedish National inventory: https://www.isof.se/lar-dig-
mer/kunskapsbanker/levande-traditioner/forslag/2017-02-07-zornmarkesuppspelning-
riksspelmansskap 
 
Friluftsfrämjandet (Swedish Outdoor Association) is a Swedish non-profit NGO, actively 
promoting an outdoor lifestyle since 1892. The core and foundation of Friluftsfrämjandet is 316 
local clubs and their certified and voluntary guides who arrange outdoor activities for local 
communities. The association provide training in knowledge about nature: 
https://www.friluftsframjandet.se/ 
 
Svenskt Friluftsliv (organization for Swedish outdoor life) is an umbrella organization for 27 non-
profit outdoor organizations in Sweden that together have 1.6 million members, of which about 
300,000 are children and young people. Together, the organizations consist of almost 7,000 
local and regional associations: https://svensktfriluftsliv.se/ 
 
Ålakustens kulturarvsförening, The Eel Coast Cultural Heritage NGO, was established in order to 
preserve, protect and spread information about the eel and the intangible cultural heritage, 
traditions, folklore, music, craftsmanship and knowledge surrounding eel fishing along the 
traditional eel fishing coast between Åhus and Stenshuvud in eastern Sweden. The preservation 
of the eel fishing traditions is threatened and the Eel coast Cultural Heritage NGO organizes a 
number of safeguarding activities, such as documentation, sustainable fishing, guided tours, 
conferences and exhibitions. The Eel Coast Cultural Heritage NGO was ackredited as an NGO to 
the Convention in 2020. The Eel Coast Cultural Heritage is also an element at the Swedish 
National Inventory: https://www.isof.se/lar-dig-mer/kunskapsbanker/levande-
traditioner/forslag/2015-10-09-alarvet-pa-alakusten 
 
The Eric Sahlström Institute (ESI) is a Swedish national center for traditional music and dance, 
with the instrument nyckelharpa as a special endeavor. Through education, long-term projects 
and performances, they promote and develop the genre across the country and abroad. The 
courses offer the opportunity to build and play instruments, to learn the fundamentals of 
tradition, to broaden repertoire and deepen technical skills. The ESI is a meeting point for 
initiated actors and persons within the genre, and a centre for knowledge and education: 
http://esitobo.org/ 
 
The Storytelling Network Kronoberg spreads knowledge about storytelling, folktales and 
legends. The organization works with research, education and archiving. The Network are active 
in the work of implementing the Convention. They use storytelling as a pedagogical method 
and working/teaching at all school levels. During the Ljungby Storytelling Festival, storytellers 
and academic experts comes from all over the world to perform and listen, to follow or give 
seminars and workshops for training new storytellers. The Network was accredited as a NGO to 
the Convention in 2014. Their work is also a good Safeguarding Practice at the Swedish National 
inventory. In 2018 The Land-of-Legends programme, for promoting and revitalizing the art of 
storytelling in the Kronoberg region , was selected to the Register of Good Safeguarding 
Practices . 



Do these programmes ensure inclusivity?  

Yes 

If yes, describe briefly how these programmes ensure inclusivity. 

The trainings are open for everyone that are intrested. 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Satisfied 

Target for the next report: 

Satisfied 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

Sweden will contiue to work in the same direction and will try to increase the activity in a 
couple of the nodes by arranging more acitivites within the networks. One concrete target for 
the next reporting cycle is to increase the efforts under B2.2, and provide more training by 
arranging a Capacity Building Workshop. 



3. Extent to which training is operated by or addressed to 
communities, groups and individuals, as well as to those working in 
the fields of culture and heritage 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 3 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 3.1 

Do training programmes provide capacity building in ICH addressed to communities, groups 
and individuals? 

Yes 

Describe briefly, using examples and referring to capacities built/strengthened, the training 
provider and the participants (incl. age and sex).  

There are a number of courses and training programmes aimed at the general public and 
different kinds of practitioners. Participants are of both sexes and of different ages. Women are 
over-represented to a certain extent in courses and training programmes in the humanities, 
and there is a gender divide in training in different types of crafts. 
 
There are courses and university programmes on various aspects of intangible cultural heritage. 
These include university courses and evening classes on culture, storytelling, rituals and cultural 
heritage. University courses have admission criteria, while evening classes and workshops are 
open to the public. 
 
Examples of university degrees include the Bachelor’s programme in Cultural Heritage Studies 
at the University of Gothenburg and the Bachelor’s programme in Museum and Heritage 
Studies at Stockholm University. Examples of university courses include Ritual and Materiality 
at the University of Gothenburg, Cultural Heritage at Karlstad University, Cultural Heritage and 
Communication, and Oral Storytelling in Schools and Preschools at Linnaeus University, and 
Cultural Heritage and Cultural Heritage Pedagogy at Malmö University (see 2.1). 
 
At Stockholm University, courses are held in Folklore: Ritual, Storytelling and Tradition, and in 
Museums and Cultural Heritage. Umeå University provides courses in Rituals, Celebrations and 
Events, Oral Storytelling Past and Present, Cultural Heritage and Sustainability, and Making 
Cultural Heritage Accessible. Uppsala University offers courses in Imaginary Worlds: Faith and 
Ritual, and Cultural Heritage and the Use of History: Concepts, Perspectives and Ethnography. 
See also questions 2.1, 6.1 and 6.2. 
 
A large proportion of the education on intangible cultural heritage is provided within the 
framework of non-formal adult education. Most non-formal adult education is run by study 
associations and folk high schools, with financial support from the Government, municipalities 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN3-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN3-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN3-ES.docx


and regions. Non-formal adult education safeguards access to culture and cultural skills across 
Sweden, e.g. in art, crafts and music. Culture is normally the largest activity run by the majority 
of study associations and there is extensive cultural provision at folk high schools. Non-formal 
adult education is also a major employer of Sweden’s arts workers (see 6.1): 
https://www.folkbildningsradet.se/ 
 
Examples of courses in non-formal adult education include The Secrets of Storytelling run by 
Långholmen Folk High School and Berättarnätet Öst, the storytelling network in the Stockholm 
area; a folk song workshop; and voice and storytelling techniques, run by the Sensus study 
association; Sustainable together, where craftspeople show their work and tell stories, run by 
the study association SV in Skaraborg; and Documentation through storytelling at Vindeln open 
air museum, run by the SV study association in Västerbotten. 
 
The Swedish Local Heritage Federation and Sweden’s local history associations run courses and 
training programmes in virtually all the domains covered by intangible cultural heritage. The 
Federation sometimes runs these courses drawing on its own expertise and sometimes in 
partnership with other organisations. Where courses are run by the local history associations 
themselves, they bring in course leaders/speakers with the skills required, often in partnership 
with a study association. https://www.hembygd.se/shf 
 
Below follows some examples of courses and training programs within the different Expert 
Nodes: 
 
Node A, oral traditions and expressions, social practices, rituals and festive events: 
 
The Nordic Museum (Nordiska museet) regularly runs programme activities and guided tours 
covering conveying knowledge on intangible cultural heritage, in which the general public are 
invited to participate. Examples include different types of celebrations for Lucia, Christmas and 
New Year, such as decorating the Christmas tree with dancing round the tree, a Lucia 
procession with a concert and a New Year’s Ball. Another example is writing workshops 
arranged by the museum at which external actors and members of the public are invited to 
share their knowledge via Wikipedia. In addition, the museum publishes books and articles 
linked to the topic of ICH. 
 
The close cooperation between the Nordic Museum and the ethnology programmes at 
Stockholm University and Södertörn University is another example. As early as Bachelor’s 
degree level, students are able to visit the archives and regularly repeat these visits over the 
course of their studies. Here students are able to familiarise themselves with the content of the 
archive, both from the perspective of learning about ICH but also by contributing to it through 
different collections on which the museum and the Department of Ethnology collaborate. 
 
The Storytelling Network of Kronoberg has 225 members who can attend courses run by the 
Land of Legends programme. The courses are partly storytelling courses run by the museum 
during Ljungby Storytelling Festival, often with international storytellers, plus a 15-credit course 



at Linnaeus University in Educational Storytelling for Schools and Preschools. These courses are 
also open to non-members. Participants are aged between 20 and 75 and skew 80 percent 
women and 20 percent men: https://www.ljungbyberattarfestival.se/ 
 
The Multicultural Centre arranges city walks, talks and workshops and every month publishes 
educational material geared towards teachers from preschools to folk high schools. 
 
The Association for the Mounted Main Guard was founded in 1985 to preserve the traditions 
and skills of the cavalry and their role in state ceremonies, and to be a role model in equine 
training, care and welfare. The mounted main guard in Stockholm is carried out by the Life 
Guard Dragoons and is on the national inventory. They take part in parades and processions 
and are tasked with protecting the royal family by guarding the royal palaces. The association 
purchases, owns and trains the around eighty horses needed for its activities and is responsible 
for half of the direct costs (for feed etc.) of running the stables at the cavalry barracks, 
Kavallerikasern. 
 
Everyone who works at the Church of Sweden is trained such that they become part of the 
living tradition of the church. The training path differs depending on the profession concerned. 
All priests, deacons and teachers in parish ministry spend time at the Church of Sweden’s 
training institution. Awareness of ecclesiastical heritage is incorporated in several of the 
training courses that precede working in the cultural heritage sector, such as building or object 
conservation programmes. However, when it comes to intangible knowledge, i.e. the function 
and use of the church buildings and church objects, as secularism grows, there is a tendency for 
these courses to be watered down. 
 
Jewish congregations and synagogues provide ongoing education for all ages and both sexes. 
Several courses for adults are held at Paideia Folk High School. The Jewish Museum passes on 
knowledge about Jewish intangible cultural heritage to the general public. 
 
Node B, traditional craftmanship: 
 
There are several institutions that offer both short courses and courses that run over several 
years in many different craft techniques. Courses often start from the basics and students learn 
to prepare their own materials, techniques and designs and are taught about local variations. 
Examples of courses include those run on the Handicraft programme at upper secondary 
school, at Capellagården, Bäckedal Folk High School, the University of Gothenburg’s Craft 
Laboratory in Mariestad, Leksand Folk High School and at the Sätergläntan crafts institute. The 
age of students at Sätergläntan is estimated at 25 to 40, with a certain higher representation of 
women. https://www.saterglantan.se/ 
 
Sweden’s approximately 60 regional handicraft consultants run week-long courses or short 
courses. These cover many different techniques with a clear cultural heritage focus and with 
local links. For example, courses are currently running in different basket weaving techniques, 
wool handling and flax preparation. https://nfh.se/regional-



samverkan/hemslojdskonsulenter.html 
 
Awareness of ecclesiastical heritage is incorporated in several of the training courses that 
precede working in the cultural heritage sector, such as building or object conservation 
programmes. 
 
The Roma Cultural Centre in Malmö runs silversmithing courses for young adults in 
collaboration with the Handicraft Society in Skåne. 
The Sami Education Centre provides short courses and courses lasting 1–2 years in a range of 
handicrafts and silversmithing, as well as language courses in the different Sami language 
varieties. https://samernas.se/ 
See also 6.1 and Node E. 
 
Nod C, practices and knowledge about nature and ICH associated with material cultural 
heritage and cultural environments: 
 
The Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences runs a number of programmes and courses 
related to intangible cultural heritage. https://www.slu.se/ 
 
The Craft Laboratory, Göteborg university, is a national centre for crafts in conservation. Its 
provision includes training and courses focusing on historical landscapes and gardens. 
https://www.gu.se/en/craft-laboratory. 
 
The majority of non-profit outdoor recreation organisations include elements of the right of 
public access in their leadership training. In turn, these leaders then train participants in a 
number of activities. https://www.friluftsframjandet.se/ 
 
Swedish compulsory education includes the right of public access as a component of the subject 
Sport and health. 
 
Swedish Fäbod Culture, the association for Swedish fäbod culture and outfield use covers five 
regional pastoral farming organisations. They run a number of short courses to pass on and 
develop knowledge and skills in pastoral farming, extensive grazing with native breeds, and 
dairy production and dairy processing. https://fabod.nu/fabodvarlden/kurser-och-utbildningar/ 
 
The Eel Coast Cultural Heritage NGO works to safeguard the cultural heritage that has taken 
shape around the fishing of eels along the east coast of Skåne, known as the Eel Coast. They 
work to spread knowledge about traditions, and create interest in different aspects of the 
heritage, for example through cultural walks. https://www.alarv.se/ 
 
The Swedish Association for Hunting and Wildlife Management runs a number of courses on 
hunting with loose dogs, which has taken place in Sweden for a very long time and is included 
on the national inventory. This tradition is now mainly passed on through training. The hunting 
examination, which has been compulsory since 1985, covers hunting with loose dogs. Courses 



for the hunting exam are also run by study associations and private actors. The Swedish Kennel 
Club also includes a number of hunting dog clubs that run different forms of courses and 
training. https://jagareforbundet.se/ 
 
Node D, music and other performing arts: 
 
There are numerous theoretical and practical training courses under this node. A few examples 
are provided below. 
 
For example, the Royal College of Music provides higher education for folk musicians (see 6.1). 
 
Several folk high schools provide folk music courses, such as the one at Framnäs Folk High 
School. https://www.framnas.nu/kurser/folk-och-varldsmusik/ 
 
Nordiska Visskolan at Nordiska Folkhögskolan in Kungälv provides a course for folk singers: 
https://nordiska.fhsk.se/sang-scen/ 
 
The Eric Sahlström Institute runs a number of courses in folk music, dance and instrument 
making: https://esitobo.org. 
 
The folk and traditional music organisation Sveriges Spelmäns Riksförbund runs several courses, 
including a number of youth courses arranged annually in partnership with the regional 
organisations at different locations in Sweden. 
https://www.spelmansforbund.se/verksamhet/rikskurser/ 
The folk music organisations in Sweden’s different provinces carry out regional activities, for 
example in the form of meetings, folk music get-togethers, courses and similar. This covers a 
wide range of courses geared towards old and young participants. 
https://bohuslansspelmansforbund.se/aktuellt/evenemang/ 
 
Dance is the main activity in most of the Swedish folk dance association Folkdansringen’s 
member organisations, which span the whole country. Training courses are arranged for 
leaders in the organisation nationwide. Courses and training in skills such as dance, costume, 
singing and music, culture and traditions are run nationwide and locally. Much of this activity is 
for children and young people, including that provided by the many dance groups that exist 
across the country. https://folkdansringen.se/riks/var-verksamhet/barn-och-
unga/rikstackande-verksamhet-barn-och-unga/ 
 
The Nordic Psalmodicon Association runs courses in building and playing the psalmodicon, 
partly in conjunction with different study associations. The psalmodicon is a stringed 
instrument that was very common in much of Sweden during the nineteenth century and has 
enjoyed a renaissance in recent decades. Its use is in the national inventory. 
https://npsalmodikonforbundet.se/ 
 
A number of circus schools focusing on leisure activities have existed since the mid-1980s in 



towns including Norrköping, Ludvika, Malmö and Uppsala. In Botkyrka there is also an upper 
secondary school specialising in circus skills. Stockholm University of the Arts also provides a 
Bachelor’s degree programme in circus skills.The programme includes courses in circus 
disciplines and artistic processes. The touring classic Circus is on the national inventory. 
 
See also 6.1. 
 
Nod E, the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Sami people: 
 
Some universities, for example Umeå University, offer courses in Sami culture and history: 
https://www.umu.se/utbildning/kurser/samiska-a-kulturstudier/. 
 
Sami associations and individual entrepreneurs in the cultural field offer courses in traditional 
Sami handicrafts and Sami languages. The Sami Education Centre provides short courses and 1–
2 year-long courses in soft and hard handicrafts, silversmithing and language courses in the 
different Sami language varieties. The Sami Parliament provides grants for courses in different 
forms of intangible cultural heritage, e.g. in costume, to Sami associations, the Sami Handicrafts 
Foundation and Sami farmsteads/cultural centres. The Sami Writers’ Centre has been awarded 
grants for providing courses in Sami writing. Projects can be run by individual arts workers with 
funding from the Sami Parliament which covers workshops in skills including yoik. A new type of 
course focuses on reclaiming one’s Sami heritage, with intangible cultural heritage as an 
important element. On top of this, there is informal transmission of Sami intangible cultural 
heritage, e.g. of yoik, the Sami storytelling tradition, names and knowledge about nature. 
 
The Sameslöjdstiftelsen, Sami Duodji: the aim is to promote Sámi handicraft, handmade. The 
activities include safeguarding, research and development within handicraft and cultural 
heritage: https://sameslojdstiftelsen.com 
 
(See also Node B). 

Do these programmes ensure inclusivity?  

Yes 

If yes, describe briefly how these programmes ensure inclusivity. 

Yes, but regarding university courses access requires eligibility and if the number of applicants 
is higher than the number of places a selection will be made. Information on the programmes is 
public. Evening classes and workshops are usually completely open to the public. 
 
One of the Government’s aims of non-formal adult education is to support activities that help 
to strengthen and develop democracy. The aim of democracy policy is a living democracy that 
strengthens the individual’s opportunities to exercise influence and in which human rights are 
respected. Respect for human rights is thus an important component in working for democracy. 



The study associations and folk high schools already run several activities focusing on human 
rights, and non-formal adult education reaches out widely to the general public and to civil 
society. 
 
Swedish non-formal adult education can also itself draw on diversity in Sweden for its capacity 
building. Being embedded in the local community and the voluntary sector makes study 
associations and folk high schools particularly well placed to provide meeting places, study and 
cultural activities that increase knowledge and provide informed approaches. Creating meeting 
places where people with different backgrounds and experiences can come together is 
particularly relevant in strengthening the commitment to a society founded on the equal value 
of all people and social inclusion. Civil society involvement in this process is vital. (Govt. Bill 
2013/14:172) 
https://www.regeringen.se/49b728/contentassets/dbb6beab1400486b9811f26090c53707/alla
s-kunskap--allas-bildning-201314172 
 
The crafts courses are open to everyone who meets the general application criteria. 
 
National minority courses are often held in the minority languages, which means that language 
skills are required. 
 
The courses run by the Sami associations and the Sami Education Centre are targeted towards 
the entire Sami community. University courses in Sami cultural heritage among other things are 
geared towards everyone with an interest, provided that the applicants have basic 
qualifications. 
 
The programme activities and guided tours run by the Nordic Museum are open to the public, 
which means that everyone has the opportunity to participate, irrespective of their sex or 
cultural and social background. On the other hand, it should be pointed out that the majority of 
the programme activities offered by the museum are founded in Christian traditions, festivals 
and cultural heritage, which may indirectly pose an obstacle to people with a background in 
other cultural and religious traditions. 
 
The Land of Legends programme runs courses for beginners and for those wanting further 
training. Their courses are designed for the general public and their broad network of contacts 
to reach as many target groups as possible. The courses have low fees and the university course 
is free.  
 
The activities of the Hembygdsförbundet are open to everyone. 
 
By law, the Church of Sweden is an open public church that is found nationwide. 
 
All students in compulsory education receive education on the right of public access. Leadership 
training and participants in non-profit outdoor recreation organisations are not sex-specific. 



Some outdoor recreation organisations specifically focus on under-represented groups and 
getting them out into the open air. 

Are any of these training programmes operated by communities themselves? 

Yes 

Provide examples of such trainings, describing the involvement of communities in operating 
these programmes 

Yes, to some extent. When it comes to training at universities and higher education institutions, 
not all practitioners participate directly in planning but the students are entitled to be 
represented when decisions are made or preparations are made that are significant to the 
education or to the students’ situation. 
 
There are also projects in non-formal adult education in which the practitioners are active in 
planning and implementation. This is especially the case with courses run by the study 
associations Sensus and Studieförbundet Kursverksamheten. One project run by the association 
Gipsy Queens Örebro works to expand and disseminate knowledge about Roma history and 
building Roma family trees. In the project I sagornas värld – en nedskriven historia (In the world 
of stories – a written history), the association works in partnership with the study association 
Medborgarskolan Värmland, in the county of Örebro, to gather stories from the older 
generation of Roma living in Örebro. The stories must be written down so that they can be 
preserved, passed on and retold to children and young people. Giving Roma children and young 
people knowledge of their history is a question of democracy. However, there is also a desire to 
generate greater interest in Roma books, the written language and their own reading, which is 
achieved by holding “language baths” and language circles. 
 
Participants in guided tours/programmes at the Nordic Museum can themselves participate in 
dancing and singing at these events. It is more difficult to determine whether they participate in 
the planning phase. Regarding the courses and collections at the museum, the practitioners are 
involved in the planning to a certain extent. The students themselves are expected to organise 
their own knowledge acquisition within the remit of the programme. 
 
Because the local history movement is run by volunteers, the members are practitioners, 
planners and implementers. 
 
The Land of Legends programme’s courses are largely run in dialogue with participants, before, 
during and after the course, are sensitive to participants’ wishes and strive to provide as broad 
a picture as possible of work with intangible cultural heritage. 
 
When it comes to crafts, it is usually the practitioners who both plan and run courses together 
with craft consultants, associations or training institutions. With the courses run by the 
Sätergläntan crafts institute, for example, it is often the teachers on the courses, themselves 



practitioners, who plan and implement courses based on the curricula that exist. 
 
In the field of music and other performing arts, the roles of practitioner and educator are 
combined; partly in the form of teachers who are also practitioners and partly by bringing in 
expressive specialists in the field for specific parts of the training courses. 
 
In training and courses in Sami intangible cultural heritage, the practitioners can influence 
which courses are to be run, but not the content itself. 

Question 3.2 

Do training programmes provide capacity building in ICH addressed on an inclusive basis to 
those working in the fields of culture and heritage? 

Yes 

Describe briefly, using examples and referring to capacities built/strengthened, the training 
provider and the participants (incl. age and sex). 

This question is addressed under B.2.2, B.3.1, B.6.1 and B.6.2. 

Do these programmes ensure inclusivity? 

Yes 

If yes, describe briefly how these programmes ensure inclusivity. 

The studies at universities or university colleges (higher education institutions, HEI’s) are free of 
charge for citizens of Sweden, another EU country, EEA country or Switzerland or those holding 
a permanent residence permit or temporary residence permit, on grounds other than studies. 
 
There is no upper age limit or other limitations for prohibiting any specific group of persons 
from studying at higher education institutions. 
 
However, to be eligible for courses and programmes at HEI’s, a person must meet the general 
entry requirements as well as specific requirements that may apply for a course or programme. 
This means that an applicant must have a certain previous knowledge required for the studies. 
The specific entry requirements differ depending on the course or programme and also on what 
is required by the university. 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 



exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Satisfied 

Target for the next report: 

Satisfied 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

There are a number of good examples of training within the intangible cultural heritage. These 
are not necessarily focused on the Convention itself, which is why SE intends to organize a 
Capacity Building workshop during the next cycle (see B.2). 



4. Extent to which both formal and non-formal education 
strengthen the transmission of ICH and promote respect for ICH 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 4 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 
 
 
In your country, is ICH transmitted through or used as a medium of teaching and learning in the 
following? 

•  formal education 

•  non-formal education 

Question 4.1 

Are practitioners and bearers involved in designing and developing ICH education 
programmes and/or are actively presenting and transmitting their heritage? 

Yes 

Explain briefly how practitioners and bearers are involved in these activities. 

Yes, practitioners are involved in planning and/or implementation of training programmes 
involving ICH to a certain extent. When it comes to training at universities and higher education 
institutions, the practitioners do not participate directly in planning but the students are 
entitled to be represented when decisions are made or preparations are made that are 
significant to the education or to the students’ situation. Formal, theoretically focused training 
mainly strengthens documentation and knowledge of intangible cultural heritage. A description 
of participation in both formal (e.g. at universities and higher education institutions) and 
informal education is provided under 3.1. A couple more examples are provided below. 
 
Education in different forms of ICH often provides scope for participation by practitioners. 
Examples include the study circle Berättarrum, a partnership between the Nordic Storytelling 
Centre, Museum Anna Nordlander and the Sensus study association, where Swedish and 
Afghan women and men meet for conversations and storytelling. The Nordic Storytelling Centre 
also organises workshops and further training for amateur and professional storytellers/actors.  
 
The training organised by The Storytelling Network at Linnaeus University is constantly being 
developed to meet the needs of participants and the needs they see in their work. The teachers 
are storytellers themselves and plan the training together. 
 
With different forms of crafts, it is usually the case that planning and implementation are 
derived from the practitioners. The practitioners often have special skills and stand out from 
the crowd, which means that they have a great impact on where and how the knowledge is 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN4-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN4-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN4-ES.docx


passed on. 
 
Where the members of Sami associations wish to arrange courses, practitioners participate, e.g. 
by sewing their first Sami costume (kolt), root craft courses, shoe sewing, fringing shawls, 
sewing hats, preparing leather, preparing the skin on reindeer bones for stitching shoes, etc. 

Question 4.2 

Are modes and methods of transmitting ICH that are recognized by communities, groups and 
individuals, included or strengthened in formal and non-formal educational programmes? 

Yes 

Explain briefly, using examples, how such modes and methods of transmission are included 
and/or strengthened.  

Pedagogical elements for passing knowledge on are fundamental in all the training courses 
described in B.6.1 and aimed at a future professional life as a teacher. 
 
Methodology for passing this knowledge on differs in focus depending on whether the training 
is focused on knowledge about ICH or on different forms of ICH. One example of education at 
universities and higher education institutions is the Cultural Heritage course at Karlstad 
University, which provides an overview of current heritage issues in cultural policy with a focus 
on publicly financed projects aimed at bringing cultural heritage to life. Another example is the 
Linnaeus University course on Cultural Heritage and Communication, which provides 
knowledge about how the cultural environment is communicated in society. The course 
discusses historical didactic and educational questions about mediation and interpretation, and 
understanding of the past and the relationship between the past and the present. Kalmar 
County Museum’s focus on cultural environment education and journeys through time is one 
case study. The course on Cultural Heritage and Cultural Heritage Education at Malmö 
University is one example of how methodology for passing on intangible cultural heritage is 
included in education. The course provides an introduction to how the concepts of cultural 
heritage and cultural heritage education are used by different actors based on perspectives 
such as class, gender, ethnicity, generation and environment in a national and an international 
context, partly through the participation of different cultural heritage institutions. 
 
Additional examples are the course on Making Cultural Heritage Accessible at Umeå University, 
whose purpose is to provide theoretical and methodological tools to address issues of using 
cultural heritage and making it accessible, and the course on Cultural Heritage and 
Sustainability, aimed at providing theoretical and methodological tools to address issues of 
sustainability and the use of cultural heritage in practice and in theory. All the courses geared 
towards cultural heritage and ethnology usually incorporate methodological elements. Mainly 
this is documentation, which often includes practical elements such as conducting interviews, 
description and participant observations. 
 



The Nordic Museum passes on knowledge of intangible cultural heritage in terms of form and 
content. This sees the museum mainly contributing to passing on knowledge, but also 
influencing the practice itself. As part of their ethnological studies, students gather material 
(interviews, observations, text and images) which they use in writing their essays. The material, 
and the essays, will be housed in the archives of the Nordic Museum. The collection 
methodology is the responsibility of each university, while the museum is responsible for 
preservation and the accessibility of the research conducted by the students. Here it is clear 
that both the students and their activities during the collection period not only increase 
awareness of intangible cultural heritage but also interest in it among other groups. Similar 
partnerships between universities and cultural heritage institutions are also found at the 
Folklife Archives at Lund University, the Institute for Language and Folklore and the 
Multicultural Centre. 
 
Methodology is one of the basics in several of the craft courses described in different sections 
of the report. One example is the courses linked to the Craft Laboratory in Mariestad, whose 
ultimate task is to document and convey intangible cultural heritage linked to buildings, historic 
landscapes and gardens. The methodology covers different forms of documentation, through 
film for example, but also methods for passing on crafts in person via meetings between older 
and younger craftspeople. Another example is the training at the Sätergläntan crafts institute, 
with some textile courses including elements of inventorying a piece of intangible cultural 
heritage, which involves familiarising oneself with different methods of documenting and 
passing on skills. The Sami Parliament points out that learning by doing is the main method in 
craft courses, as culture bearers are taken on as course leaders to teach knowledge of the 
various crafts. 
 
The Storytelling Network has spent a long time working out a methodology of its own that 
reflects the work of the Land of Legends programme with intangible heritage. This involves 
passing on stories through games and workshops in preschools and schools, as well as making 
stories visible in the landscape in the form of cabinets containing the story of the event in the 
legend, and partnership with civil society in the locations concerned. 
 
The courses and talks arranged by the local heritage movement and various local history 
associations often include methodology. Frequently this involves simply learning by doing. 
 
Education in the church building has had a broad, methodical impact in the Church of Sweden. 
This has been developed internationally and is also incorporated as part of higher education. 
The Church of Sweden also works with other actors in this area. For many years, Kalmar County 
Museum has worked nationally and internationally on journeys through time as a teaching 
method to promote social cohesion and as a way of addressing the social issues of the day from 
a historical perspective. Using the methodology developed by the museum, the dioceses of 
Växjö, Strängnäs and Västerås have worked together on a project in which the local church 
environment and church buildings form a bridge through time for conversations and 
interaction, through experience-based encounters with cultural heritage. In autumn 2016 the 
book Mötesplatser för trons och livets frågor (Meeting Places for Questions of Faith and Life) 



was published on the method and the experiences in the three dioceses. 
 
Besides teaching, the methodology for passing on music includes integrated education in sound 
(to preserve the aural cultural heritage), video production and education in arranging 
performances. One example is the collaboration between Svenskt Visarkiv (the Centre for 
Swedish Folk Music and Jazz Research) and Uppsala University on courses in ethnomusicology 
which provide skills in both documentation techniques and theoretical perspectives on 
intangible cultural heritage. Students and teachers are often active in this field in theory and in 
practice. Svenskt Visarkiv is a government funded archive under Musikverket (the Swedish 
Performing Arts Agency) tasked with preserving and making accessible the cultural heritage of 
dance, music and the performing arts. 

Question 4.3 

Do communities, groups, NGOs or heritage institutions offer educational programmes and/or 
extra-curricular activities concerning ICH and strengthening its transmission, and do they 
receive any support? 

Yes 

Explain briefly, with examples, how these programmes strengthen ICH transmission and who 
provides them. 

As mentioned under B.3.1, B.2.3 and B.4.2 several organizations has the task of documenting, 
safeguarding and communicating knowledge about ICH. Examples are local museums, local 
heritage associations and archives with various orientations, and organizations for craft, dance, 
music and other performances, nature and storytelling. A couple more examples are provided 
below. 
 
Node A, oral traditions and expressions, social practices, rituals and festive events: 
There are several associations and networks promoting the implementation of intangible 
cultural heritage. One example is the Nordic Storytelling Centre, a resource centre for 
developing the art of storytelling in the Nordic arena. The Nordic Storytelling Centre produces 
and runs storytelling performances, storytelling clubs and the annual Nordic Storytelling festival 
in Skellefteå, with approximately 130 events and 8,000–9,500 visitors. 
 
Another example is the Museum of Legends in Ljungby with its storytelling performances, 
exhibitions, courses and educational activities for the general public and schools. The 
Storytelling Network of Kronoberg receives municipal, regional and government funding. 
 
The storytelling network Berättarnätet Öst is a non-profit organisation which aims to act as a 
channel for contact between people interested in oral storytelling in Stockholm and the 
surrounding areas, and to work to increase skills in and interest in the art of oral storytelling. 
Svensk Kulturarv (Swedish Cultural Heritage), which has 270 institutional members together 
representing more than 300 visitor attractions and the Nordic-Baltic centre for cultural heritage 



learning, NCK, are also worth mentioning. NCK conducts research and development on learning 
through cultural heritage. 
 
When collaborating with different non-profit organisations, the Nordic Museum is able to 
provide support in the form of access to resources such as premises, staff and equipment. One 
clear example of this is the collaboration on the life stories of Polish Jewish refugees, stories 
that will be used as material in a dissertation but will also be preserved in the Nordic Museum’s 
archives. Another current example is the writers’ group that the museum has arranged in 
partnership with Wikimedia and Stockholm Museum of Women’s History during the autumn, 
where the Nordic Museum provides support in the form of premises, library and archive 
collections and technology. 
The Nordic Museum runs activities geared towards children and families, such as those 
surrounding the celebrations through the year, e.g. parties when Christmas tree decorations 
are taken down and Lucia processions, which pass on traditions to future generations through 
song, dance and other cultural elements. In passing traditions on, the fact that those who 
attend are able to join in with singing and dancing in practice and partake of traditional 
drinks/baking is a plus. Several senses are activated at once, creating physical memories that 
embed the knowledge obtained in a different way. Several of Sweden’s museums provide 
similar activities with a local or regional link.  
 
The Multicultural Centre runs public programmes in partnership with local associations, e.g. 
linked to the Multicultural Almanac. The support provided may be access to premises and help 
with marketing and activities. 
 
Staff at the Museum of World Culture have helped associations apply for grants from various 
sources, such as the associations behind the Hammarkulle Festival, which is on the national 
inventory. 
 
The Swedish Local Heritage Federation consists of non-profit associations whose members 
pursue activities centred on local history, environment and social life. The humanistic and 
democratic values, its independence of party politics and religion, and the fact that these are 
non-profit activities, makes the local associations into a natural meeting place. Altogether the 
activities are of great significance for passing on a living and dynamic cultural heritage. (link 
https://www.hembygd.se/) . 
The Swedish Local Heritage Federation is able to provide practical support to its member 
associations. Local associations are often supported by various study associations and some 
receive funding from their municipalities. 
 
The Church of Sweden is largely supported by voluntary efforts. The volunteers within the 
Church of Sweden are often also engaged in other local societies and organisations. One 
example of this kind of close link is local history societies, which often bring together a subset 
of the people also involved in local parish life. Joint events are run based on cultural heritage. 
Every year, Husby-Långhundra in Uppland holds a market on the initiative of the local history 
society, with religious elements. For example, the church is a place to experience the magic and 



mystery of medieval services, with the space filled with the sounds, incense and prayers in Latin 
of the Middle Ages. Another example is the collaboration between the local history society and 
the parish regarding looking after and providing tours of the cultural heritage of cemeteries.  
 
The Jewish Museum carries out activities to make Jewish cultural heritage accessible but 
receives limited grants to preserve intangible cultural heritage and pass it on. Paideia Folk High 
School receives a certain amount of adult education funding. 
 
See also the activities run by the Association for the Mounted Main Guard (B.2.3) 
 
Node B, traditional craftmanship 
The National Swedish Handicraft Council (NFH) provides organisation grants to the National 
Association of Swedish Handicraft Societies (SEK 3.5 billion) and they and their 89 member 
societies run a wide range of courses which also receive funding from the Swedish National 
Agency for Education. The government support provided by the National Swedish Handicraft 
Council is financial and to some extent organisational. 
 
The Sami craft foundation Sámi Duodji receives activity support (SEK 1.8 billion from NFH plus 
additional funding from the Sami Parliament) and arranges courses and finances mentoring 
grants (Vägvisarstipendier). Activities take place in different places in Sapmi and online. 
 
The National Association of Swedish Handicraft Societies (SHR), is a non-profit organisation 
comprising about 90 handicraft societies at regional and local level. The handicraft societies run 
a large number of short and longer courses that strengthen and enable the survival and the 
development of intangible cultural heritage. The courses enable members and other members 
of the public to practise and learn new craft techniques, making the courses particularly 
important for keeping intangible cultural heritage alive. The courses also mean jobs for 
professional craftspeople, as they are often employed as teachers. 
 
SHR receives funding from the Swedish National Agency for Education (SEK 600,000/year) for 
courses for adults. The National Association’s secretariat distributes this funding following 
applications from the member organisations. This funding makes up part of the course costs 
with the remainder met by the participants themselves. The number of courses in 2020 fell 
compared with the previous year due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but the societies adapted 
their activities and ran courses outdoors, indoors but distanced, with fewer participants and 
some also ran online courses. 100 courses were run in total and 877 people attended the 
courses in 2020, compared with 140 courses and 1,330 participants in 2019. 21 different 
societies across 15 counties thus contributed to people’s opportunities to develop their craft 
skills throughout Sweden. Examples of courses carried out in 2020 linked to intangible cultural 
heritage in the field of crafts are: root crafts, chip carving, tin thread embroidery, bobbin 
lacemaking, Flemish weaving, two-end knitting and nålbindning. Besides running courses, the 
societies also run seminars and talks at which knowledge about intangible cultural heritage is 
passed on. The societies meet the costs of these themselves via membership fees. Sometimes 
the county organisations receive regional grants and the local organisations municipal grants to 



support their activities. SHR runs seminars, recurring events and different projects with the 
member societies to strengthen intangible cultural heritage, its development and survival in 
various ways. These are mainly described under B.21.2. 
 
Nod C, practices and knowledge about nature and ICH associated with material cultural 
heritage and cultural environments: 
See the activities described under 3.1 (Node C). 
Non-profit organisations run education mainly in collaboration with study associations. The 
Government provides funding to outdoor recreation organisations. This is managed through the 
organisation Svenskt Friluftsliv. Funding is also available from the Swedish Environmental 
Protection Agency for providing information about the right of public access. 
 
Node D, music and other performing arts: 
Svenskt Visarkiv is a government funded archive under Musikverket (the Swedish Performing 
Arts Agency) tasked with preserving and making accessible the cultural heritage of dance, music 
and the performing arts. They work with many regional and local actors to pass on various 
forms of intangible cultural heritage in the field of music. 
 
See also the non-profit activities provided by the Eric Sahlström Institute, Sveriges Spelmäns 
Riksförbund, the local folk music organisations, Svenska folkdansringen and the Nordic 
Psalmodicon Association described under 3.1 (Node D). These non-profit actors receive support 
for their activities from many different sources, such as government agencies and study 
associations (see 6.1). To a certain extent, activities may be sponsored by private actors. 
 
Besides the activities described under 3.1, it is worth mentioning that the folk dance association 
Svenska folkdansringen arranges dances around the Midsummer pole across Sweden every 
year and passes on the musical traditions associated with these dances. Their activities 
surrounding dancing round the Midsummer pole are on the national inventory. 
 
Across Sweden there are also several societies under the Visans Vänner (Friends of Folk Song) 
umbrella, which work in different ways to pass on the Swedish folk song tradition, including by 
holding courses, concerts and festivals. Visans Vänner sometimes receives funding via 
municipalities and different study associations. http://www.visansvanner.com/ 
 
The organisation Visan i Sverige is another nationwide network for folk singers and arrangers. 
Similar networks for folk music and dance are found under the umbrella of the National 
Association for Folk Music and Dance.  
 
The Academy for the Preservation of Circus Arts in Sweden is tasked with 1. preserving circus as 
a generally recognised art form, 2. spreading awareness of circus arts and 3. promoting interest 
in this art form. Part of the work of the Academy is increasing grants to classic touring circuses: 
https://www.cirkusakademien.se/ 
 
The funfair owners’ organisation Sveriges Tivoliägareförening is tasked with furthering the 



funfair tradition in Sweden. At present, the tradition is preserved by photographs, tour diaries 
and by transferring knowledge to the younger generations. The organisation works to raise the 
status of the funfair tradition and its importance as a cultural institution. 
 
 
Nod E, the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Sami people: 
The Sami Parliament disburses activity grants to Sami civil society organisations, institutions 
and associations. These can organise courses for interested Sami. The National Swedish 
Handicraft Council (NFH) has also disbursed grants to Sami craftspeople wishing to run courses. 
Course leaders are often knowledgeable culture bearers in various fields who are hired to pass 
on their knowledge. The associations and organisations that run courses often have good 
knowledge of the cultural actors that exist and can be hired. This involves a number of different 
forms of intangible cultural heritage, such as regarding Sami place names. The Sami Parliament 
also works on land use and reindeer farming plans in partnership with the Sami reindeer 
herding communities. This includes traditional knowledge about nature, traditions and 
customs. Financial contributions are provided by the Sami Parliament, municipalities, regions 
and other grant awarding government agencies. 
 
The Sami craft foundation Sámi Duodji receives activity support (SEK 1.8 billion from NFH plus 
additional funding from the Sami Parliament) and arranges courses and finances mentoring 
grants (Vägvisarstipendier). Activities take place in different places in Sapmi and online.  
(see also under Node B) 

Provide additional details here of the nature of any support (financial, technical, in-kind or 
other) they receive.  

There are many types of support for voluntary activities. Municipalities and regions are able to 
support local and regional activities by means of grants. The portfolio model encompasses the 
Government’s arts grants to the regions, which in turn can disburse these to different activities. 
The non-formal adult education described under B.6.1 supports many activities across the 
whole country, both financially and in some cases with staffing. The Government also disburses 
additional grants to voluntary cultural heritage work, for example through the Swedish Arts 
Council, the National Swedish Handicraft Council, the Swedish National Heritage Board and the 
Sami Parliament. 
 
On 31 May 2017 the Swedish Parliament passed the Cultural Heritage Bill (prop. 2016/17:116). 
With the Cultural Heritage Bill the government stressed that the aim of work on the application 
of the Convention for Securing the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Sweden should be “to 
promote and strengthen civil society’s own potential to preserve, pass on and develop the 
intangible cultural heritage.” To stimulate this work, support of at least 8 MSEK Swedish kronor 
annually was established for non-profit work with the cultural heritage. The aim of the grant is 
to stimulate participation and co-creation so that players in the non-profit sector are given 
better conditions for fully taking part in work with the cultural heritage. (see B5). 



Question 4.4 

Do teacher training programmes and programmes for training providers of non-formal 
education include methods for integrating ICH and its safeguarding into education? 

Yes 

Provide additional details here of these training programmes, in particular the methods 
taught and the target audience. 

All the vocational training courses described under B.6 include methods for integrating 
intangible cultural heritage into training. 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Satisfied 

Target for the next report: 

Satisfied 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

SE will maintain the work to strengthen the transmission and promote respect of ICH. 



5. Extent to which ICH and its safeguarding are integrated into 
primary and secondary education, included in the content of 
relevant disciplines, and used to strengthen teaching and learning 
about and with ICH and respect for one’s own and others’ ICH 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 5 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 5.1 

How is ICH included in the content of relevant disciplines? (you may check several) 

• As a means of explaining or demonstrating other subjects 
 
The Swedish education system is governed by the Education Act, the Education 
Ordinance, the Upper Secondary Education Ordinance and the Ordinance for Municipal 
Adult Education, as well as curricula and course and subject syllabuses. The Education 
Act is decided by the Riksdag and contains provisions on the education system, which in 
Sweden covers preschools, preschool classes, compulsory schools, compulsory schools 
for students with learning disabilities, special schools, Sami schools, upper secondary 
schools, upper secondary schools for students with learning disabilities and municipal 
adult education. The education system also includes after-school clubs, which 
complement education in preschool classes, compulsory schools, compulsory schools 
for students with learning disabilities, special schools, Sami schools and certain special 
forms of education. The curricula for different types of schools are ordinances issued by 
the Government. They describe the values and the task of the school and the goals and 
guidelines of the work carried out. The teaching is also guided by course and subject 
syllabuses. 
 
Intangible cultural heritage is not a separate subject in compulsory and upper secondary 
education. It is found instead in subjects such as languages, history and arts subjects, as 
well as in crafts. Upper secondary education includes programmes and specialisms that 
contain more such content: the Arts programme, the Humanities programme with a 
culture specialism, and the Handicraft programme, where it is more relevant (cf. 
indicator 4.1?4.3). See also 5.2 below. 

Question 5.2 

Do school students learn to respect and reflect on the ICH of their own community or group 
through educational programmes and curricula? 

Yes 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN5-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN5-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN5-ES.docx


Explain briefly, with examples, how school students learn this.  

Curricula and steering documents state that knowledge about the intangible cultural heritage is 
an integral part of the Swedish school system. Already in preschool it is the task to “pass on a 
cultural heritage – values, traditions and history, language and knowledge”. The curriculum for 
compulsory school emphasizes that “Awareness of one’s own cultural origins and sharing in a 
common cultural heritage provides a secure identity which it is important to develop, together 
with the ability to understand and empathize with the values and conditions of others”. (See 
also below.) 

Do school students learn to respect and reflect on the ICH of others through 
educational programmes and curricula? 

Yes 

Explain briefly, with examples, how school students learn this.  

The curriculum for compulsory schools states that the school should promote understanding of 
other people and the ability to empathise. It also highlights that the internationalisation of 
Swedish society and increasing cross-border mobility place high demands on the ability of 
people to appreciate the values inherent in cultural diversity. 
 
According to the curriculum, awareness of one’s own cultural origins and sharing in a common 
cultural heritage provides a secure identity which it is important to develop, together with the 
ability to understand and empathise with the values and conditions of others. This section of 
the compulsory school curriculum entitled “The values and tasks of the school” also states that 
an important task for the school is to provide overview and context. An overarching perspective 
is a historical perspective that, in the words of the curriculum, enables pupils to develop an 
understanding of the present, and a preparedness for the future, and develop their ability to 
think in dynamic terms. 
 
Furthermore, under goals, the curriculum states that the school is responsible for ensuring that 
each pupil on completing compulsory school has obtained knowledge about and an insight into 
the Swedish, Nordic and Western cultural heritage. This includes basic knowledge of the Nordic 
languages and knowledge about the cultures, languages, religion and history of the national 
minorities. The school is also responsible for ensuring that, on completing compulsory school, 
each student can interact with other people based on knowledge of similarities and differences 
in living conditions, culture, language, religion and history (Compulsory school curriculum, 2.2 
Knowledge). 
 
Another goal is for each student to have an insight into the local community, its organisations, 
cultural life and associations. The curriculum further states that all who work in the school 
should act to enrich the school as a learning environment by establishing contacts not only with 
working, cultural and organisational life, but also with other activities outside the school 



(Curriculum for the compulsory school, 2.6 The school and the surrounding world). 
 
The curriculum for upper secondary schools also contains provisions on cultural heritage. 
Familiarity with Swedish culture and history is to be confirmed through teaching in many of the 
school’s subjects. According to the curriculum, a secure identity and awareness of one’s own 
cultural origins and sharing a common cultural heritage strengthens the ability to understand 
and empathise with the values and conditions of others. 
 
Schools must help students to develop an identity that can be related to and encompass not 
only what is specifically Swedish, but also that which is Nordic, European, and ultimately global. 
International links and education exchange with other countries should be supported. 
(Curriculum for the upper secondary school 1, Fundamental values and tasks of the school). 
The curricula for the upper secondary school, upper secondary school for students with 
learning disabilities and municipal adult education state that the students are to have 
knowledge about and insight into the main parts of Swedish, Nordic and Western cultural 
heritage and knowledge of other cultures. The subject syllabus for history, which applies to 
upper secondary education and municipal adult education at upper secondary level (a subject 
studied by all students at upper secondary school) states that teaching in history is to give 
students an opportunity to develop understanding of and evaluate how different people and 
groups in time and space have used history, and an opportunity to reflect on the importance of 
cultural heritage for perceptions of identity and reality. The subject of history as cultural 
heritage is also addressed in upper secondary education for students with learning disabilities 
and in municipal adult education as specific education at upper secondary level. The teaching is 
to contain historic sources that tell the story of people’s living conditions during different 
periods. 

Question 5.3 

The diversity of learners’ ICH is reflected through educational curriculum via: 

• Mother tongue education 
 
Mother tongue tuition is a statutory right, with students with a mother tongue other 
than Swedish having the opportunity to apply to the education provider for such tuition. 
The requirement is that the student speaks the language in the home environment and 
has basic skills in the language. A minimum of five students are required for the provider 
to offer tuition. The national minorities have special rights: here students do not need to 
have any existing skills in the languages, and it is sufficient for a student to want tuition 
for it to be arranged, provided that a suitable teacher is available. The head of the 
school decides whether a teacher is suitable. However, there is a shortage of mother 
tongue teachers. Parents of students who belong to the national minorities must be 
informed of this right, which does not happen to the full extent. There are syllabuses for 
mother tongue tuition, but it is not included in the ordinary curriculum and tuition is 
outside school hours. 



 
There is also legislation entitling students in upper secondary school and upper 
secondary school for students with learning difficulties to mother tongue teaching and 
teaching in the national minority languages within the context of mother tongue 
teaching. In order to study their mother tongue, the student needs to speak the 
language at home and have good skills in the language. To study their national minority 
language as a mother tongue, the student does not need to speak the language at 
home. Nor is there any limit due to the number of students wanting to study a national 
minority language for the provider to have to arrange teaching in the language. A 
student can study their mother tongue instead of a modern language or as an individual 
option. It can thus be included in the student’s ordinary timetable. The student can also 
study the language as part of an extended programme.  

 

• Multilingual education 
 
There is an opportunity for providers to start bilingual schools or bilingual classes in the 
national minority languages. There are a small number of bilingual schools specialising in 
Finnish. Here, teaching in different subjects may be in Finnish for up to 50 percent of 
school hours, but should reduce in the upper years in favour of Swedish. This applies up 
to year nine. The Sami schools may teach in Sami for up to 50 percent of school hours, 
but only up to year six. 
 
There are no rules on how bilingual teaching is to be arranged in upper secondary 
school. Bilingual teaching is mainly seen with English as the second language. 

 

• Inclusion of 'local content' 
 
Teachers use the course or subject syllabus for the subject in question and the 
curriculum as a basis for their teaching; these are steering documents. However, the 
teachers also have scope to adapt teaching and planning to how the content is to be 
handled and how the students are to be given an opportunity to achieve the goals. In 
other words, there is no detailed governance on how the key content of each subject or 
course is to be handled, and there is great scope to adapt teaching to local 
circumstances and to the needs of the group and the students. 
 
Several subjects in compulsory education and upper secondary education are closely 
linked to cultural heritage. The subject of history has a natural link to museums and 
archives, but other subjects must also have a historic (and local) perspective in their 
teaching, as well as placing the knowledge in a wider context. 
In individual subjects, such as history, sociology, religious studies, geography, 



handicrafts, and arts subjects etc., there are thus links to cultural heritage in Sweden at 
national, regional and local level. Visiting local sites such as open air museums, churches 
and other religious places, plus museums, can enable school students to learn about 
intangible cultural heritage, e.g. different local traditions, linked to tangible cultural 
heritage. The amount of teaching time spent visiting museums and cultural heritage 
outside the classroom varies considerably from place to place in Sweden. There are also 
programmes in upper secondary school, such as the Hotel and Tourism programme, the 
Arts programme, the Humanities programme, the Handicraft programme and the 
Natural Resource Use programme, which contain more courses with a specific link to 
the questions. 
 
According to the curriculum for the compulsory school, each student is to gain an insight 
into the local community, its cultural life and its organisations. All who work in the 
school should act to enrich the school as a learning environment by establishing 
contacts not only with working, cultural and organisational life, but also with other 
activities outside the school. (Curriculum for the compulsory school, 2.6 The school and 
the surrounding world) (See also question 5.2). 
 
Diversity in the students’ intangible cultural heritage is also reflected in the subject of 
art, where in years 7–9 there is key content stating that teaching is to cover 
contemporary art and documentary images, works of art and architectural work from 
different periods and cultures in Sweden, Europe and the rest of the world, how the 
images and works are designed and the messages they convey. Additionally, the 
purpose of the subject of handicrafts includes teaching contributing to students 
developing awareness of aesthetic traditions and expressions, and understanding of 
handicrafts and design from different cultures and periods. 

Question 5.4 

Do educational programmes teach about the protection of natural and cultural spaces and 
places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing ICH? 

Yes 

Briefly explain, giving examples, how educational programmes teach this  

Sweden is one of the leading countries in terms of education for sustainable development. 
Initiatives for learning about sustainable development are found in non-formal adult education, 
at universities and higher education institutions and in the education system. 
 
The Swedish curriculum states that all teaching in compulsory schools must take a global 
perspective, in which the environmental perspective provides opportunities to take 
responsibility for the environment that the students themselves can influence directly, and 
obtain a personal approach to overarching and global environmental issues. The teaching is to 
shed light on how the functions of society and our way of living and working can be adapted for 



sustainable development. 
 
Swedish education is affected to differing extents by the Sustainable Development Goals in the 
2030 Agenda. Teaching on the environment and learning for sustainable development (LHU) 
are included in curricula and syllabuses for courses and subjects. However, it is not a subject in 
its own right in compulsory and upper secondary education. The idea is that the environmental 
and sustainability perspective as well as the historical, international and ethical perspectives 
are to run through all teaching, irrespective of the course or subject. Learning for sustainable 
development (LHU) means exploring and linking questions concerning economic, ecological and 
social aspects of sustainable development. The content of teaching can be enhanced by 
sustainability issues being reflected in the school’s physical environment, in the teaching 
methods and in work on strategic development and student participation. One way of taking 
this holistic approach is for the school to work towards the Swedish National Agency for 
Education’s School for Sustainable Development award or the Keep Sweden Tidy Green Flag 
learning programme. An award is a way of working on systematic school development that also 
shows the outside world that the school prioritises sustainable development: 
https://www.skolverket.se/skolutveckling/inspiration-och-stod-i-arbetet/stod-i-
arbetet/utmarkelsen-skola-for-hallbar-utveckling. 
 
In upper secondary school, the sustainability perspective is seen in several subjects and 
programmes, including the Natural Resource Use programme. Many activities in this 
programme use and affect the natural world and biological processes. Examination objectives 
emphasise ethical questions that may include views of respect for living, natural and cultural 
values and biodiversity. Promoting sustainable development and protecting ecosystems are a 
priority for nature use. Therefore this is emphasised in the examination objectives and is part of 
all vocational areas. Sustainable development in nature use means using nature in a sustainable 
way and seeing nature use as a resource for a sustainable society. 
 
Projects that promote sustainable development can also offer schools, from the preschool class 
to upper secondary schools, educational material and different forms of collaboration. One 
example is the Biosphere Reserve Kristianstads Vattenrike. In 2005 Kristianstads Vattenrike was 
awarded biosphere reserve status. Since then it has served as a model for sustainable 
development under the motto “Benefiting nature and people”. Naturum Vattenriket develops 
various biosphere classrooms (outdoor classrooms) to make it easier for teachers and students 
to work out in Vattenriket on their own. At each biosphere classroom there is a box with 
concrete survey and work material. At each biosphere classroom there is a box with concrete 
survey and work material. Länk: https://vattenriket.kristianstad.se/other-languages/english/ 
 
The Swedish Society for Nature Conservation, Naturskyddsföreningen, is a non-profit 
environmental organization with the power to bring about change. The organization spread 
knowledge, chart environmental threats, propose solutions and influence politicians and 
authorities, both nationally and internationally. The Swedish Society for Nature Conservation 
works with education and capacity development to support individuals, schools and 
organizations wanting to work with the environment. Link: 



https://www.naturskyddsforeningen.se/skola/ 
 
Another example is the school project Malmö Schools for Sustainable Development. The project 
was completed in 2019?2020 as a joint venture between the Swedish Society for Nature 
Conservation and the City of Malmö. with the aim of promoting the work of schools on 
sustainable development. The project sought to increase knowledge of how schools can be 
given greater support in their work on sustainability and ultimately also inspire even more 
schools to work strategically on sustainable development: 
https://www.naturskyddsforeningen.se/skola/malmoskolor-for-hallbar-utveckling/ 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Largely 

Target for the next report: 

Largely 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

SE intends to maintain the baseline. 



6. Extent to which post-secondary education supports the practice 
and transmission of ICH as well as study of its social, cultural and 
other dimensions 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 6 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 6.1 

Do post-secondary education institutions offer curricula and degrees that strengthen the 
practice and transmission of ICH in the following fields? 

• Music 
 
Education in the practice and transmission of traditional forms of music is provided at 
several of Sweden’s universities and higher education institutions and is part of the 
courses that are to lead to future work as a music teacher. There are also several 
specialised programmes at higher education level, e.g. at the Royal College of Music, 
which has a Bachelor’s programme in Musicians, Swedish Folk Music: 
https://www.kmh.se/utbildningar/alla-utbildningar/kandidatprogram/musiker-svensk-
folkmusik.html. 
 
The Academy of Music and Drama at the University of Gothenburg provides several 
independent courses geared towards different forms of folk music. 
https://www.gu.se/studera/hitta-utbildning/ensemble-svensk-folkmusik-mvk732.  
 
Specially focused courses for folk music teachers are found at several of Sweden’s music 
conservatoires, including at Lund University. https://www.lu.se/lubas/i-uoh-lu-LAMGY-
FOLK. 
 
The Folk High Schools arrange a large number of courses in the field of music, for 
instance courses or programmes that lead on to the country's music academies and 
various short courses for special instruments and genres. There are, for example, two 
programmes for ballad singers, one of them at the Nordic Folk High School in Kungälv: 
https://nordiska.fhsk.se/pa-engelska/. 
 
The Eric Sahlström Institute is a national centre for traditional music and dance. The 
institute provides training and courses in folk music, folk dance and folk song. This 
centre builds networks and projects that strengthen and develop, give visibility to and 
disseminate the genre of folk music and dance. Particular emphasis is placed on the 
nyckelharpa and work with young people https://esitobo.org/  
 
The Sami Education Centre is based in Jokkmokk and owned by a foundation comprising 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN6-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN6-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN6-ES.docx


SSR (National Association of the Sámi People in Sweden), the national organisation 
Same Ätnam and Jokkmokk municipality. The Sami Education Centre also runs courses in 
yoik: https://samernas.se/. 
 
As an actor in public musical life, the Church of Sweden is involved in live music 
throughout the country and provides meeting places for amateurs and professionals 
irrespective of background and genre. The Church of Sweden is a major client for 
freelance musicians and strengthens and passes on cultural heritage by training and 
employing professional church musicians 
https://internwww.svenskakyrkan.se/Musik/kyrkomusikerexamen.  
Church music courses are provided via professional training at folk high schools and at 
music colleges in Gothenburg, Malmö, Piteå and Stockholm, as well as at Ersta Sköndal 
Bräcke University College: https://www.esh.se/in-english/ersta-skondal-hogskola---
english.html. 

 

• Arts 
 
Post-upper secondary education in art and culture (covers several of the forms 
requested) is provided by about 50 different schools across the country 
(https://www.konstkulturutbildning.se/) and can be divided into two categories:  
1. Vocational courses and higher education courses in culture and the arts, and courses 
in cultural heritage. These provide a professional qualification. Some examples are crafts 
such as textiles, woodworking, ceramics, metalworking or silversmithing, writing, 
singing, music, film, sound, visual art or graphic design.  
2. Higher education preparatory programmes in the arts: These courses provide a 
foundation for students wishing to continue on into higher education in music, dance, 
drama, design, art or architecture. They also provide an entry into higher education 
programmes at the interface between design and technology such as games, web 
design, app development, textiles, fashion or product and industrial design. 
 
In higher education, degrees in art, including at researcher level, are provided at several 
universities and higher education institutions, for example atthe University of 
Gothenburg (Faculty of Fine, Applied and Performing Arts), the Royal Institute of Art and 
Konstfack – University of Arts, Crafts and Design. Examples of subject areas in which art 
courses at higher education level are offered are film, design, fine art, and crafts such as 
ceramics, glassmaking, textiles, furniture design and industrial design. One example is 
Steneby, a creative cultural and educational environment in Dalsland. There are two 
schools: Stenebyskolan (a Folk High School) and HDK Steneby, Academy of Design and 
Crafts, University of Gothenburg: https://www.steneby.se/. 
 
Training to become an art teacher and craft teacher is offered at several higher 
education institutions, including Umeå University, Linköping University and Konstfack – 



University of Arts, Crafts and Design. 
 
The Ordinance (2013:871) on support for art and culture education and certain other 
education lays down a requirement for these courses whereby one of three alternatives 
is that the education has a content that seeks to preserve or develop cultural heritage. 
 
For different forms of artistic expressions, also see “other”. 

 

• Crafts 
 
There are post-upper secondary courses in crafts, e.g. in preservation of the cultural 
environment at Sweden’s universities. Uppsala University (Campus Gotland) has a 
Bachelor’s programme in Building Conservation and the University of Gothenburg has 
courses in building conservation and building-related craft skills. Specially focused 
courses in craft programmes are available at university level at Carl Malmsten Furniture 
Studies, Linköping University, at the Department of Conservation at Gothenburg 
University and at the Craft Laboratory, a national centre for crafts in conservation: 
https://www.gu.se/en/craft-laboratory.  
 
Craft courses at post-upper secondary level are offered, e.g. specialising in training craft 
teachers. The expert node for crafts has stated that there is a need for more craft 
training courses at academic level to boost research in this area.  
 
Several higher education institutions offer university degrees in applied arts (see above) 
e.g. the specialisation in textile art at Konstfack. Higher vocational education offers 
courses in textiles, including courses provided by Sätergläntan and Friends Of 
Handicraft/Handarbetets Vänner. Capellagården offers post-upper secondary courses in 
furniture making, textiles and ceramics. The Sami Education Centre (see music) has 
short and 1–2 year courses in soft and hard crafts and silversmithing. The Erik Sahlström 
Institute (see music) also runs courses in building the nyckelharpa. 
 
The Church of Sweden is actively involved in various strategic partnerships, for example 
with the Craft Laboratory at the University of Gothenburg, to develop practical skills 
that can be used in the care and maintenance of the ecclesiastical heritage. Practical 
craft skills are intangible cultural heritage that is necessary if tangible cultural heritage is 
to be protected and preserved. The many renovations and large amount of conservation 
work carried out in church environments constantly open up new opportunities to 
analyse and develop skills, tried and tested experience, and principles and strategies. 
The Church of Sweden also encourages voluntary efforts in the applied arts. Meetings 
for applied arts are offered which are open to the public, and regular sewing groups are 
run. 
 



Post-upper secondary education in crafts develop, pass on skills in and raise the status 
of this field while training people who work with intangible cultural heritage in theory or 
in practice at museums and institutions and on training courses. 

 

• Technical education/training 
 
See above. Training under “crafts” is also applicable to technical aspects in the care and 
conservation of tangible cultural heritage. Degrees in building conservation and 
building-related crafts are offered at university level, for example.  

 

• Vocational education/training 
 
See also ”Art”. 
Vocational higher education is post-upper secondary education that combines theory 
with practice and is provided working closely with employers. Vocational higher 
education courses are to lead to a clear occupational role. The regulations of the 
Swedish Agency for Higher Vocational Education also enable higher vocational 
education to be provided in a narrow vocational field, where this is in the interests of 
the individual and society. There are a couple of courses in the field of “culture, media 
and design” and an apprenticeship in traditional trades. The apprenticeship is full-time 
nationwide with an experienced tradesperson and includes a test of skills on 
completion. 
 
Campus Grythyttan, at Örebro university (the School of Hospitality, Culinary Arts and 
Meal Science) was permanently founded by the Swedish Parliament, 1993.  
Here great emphasis is put on practical skills, aiming to combine these with science as 
well as with working methods with aesthetics and creativity in focus. 
 
The Sami Education Centre trains Sami craftspeople, who then often go on to start their 
own businesses. Training in Sami culinary skills has also been provided for people who 
are already working professionally. It is predicted that interest in further training in Sami 
cultural heritage, and thus the need for training, will increase. 

 

• Others 
 
Non-formal adult education provides education and training for adults. Most non-formal 
adult education is run by study associations and folk high schools, with financial support 
from the Government, municipalities and regions. Non-formal adult education 



safeguards access to culture and cultural skills across Sweden. Culture is normally the 
largest activity run by the majority of study associations and there is extensive cultural 
provision at folk high schools. Non-formal adult education is also a major employer of 
Sweden’s arts workers. 
 
Folk high schools are a form of education with great freedom and independence, and 
there are no regulations governing the curricula of folk high schools apart from the 
Ordinance on government grants to non-formal adult education and the terms and 
guidelines set by the Swedish National Council of Adult Education. The Ordinance on 
government grants states that all folk high schools are to run general courses that can 
be provided at compulsory school or upper secondary level. General courses must 
comprise at least 15 percent of the folk high school’s activities. 
 
Storytelling: The Land of Legends’ storytelling teachers lecture at several universities 
and higher education institutions. The Land of Legends has also worked with Linnaeus 
University in Växjö on a 15 credit course in oral storytelling in schools and preschools. 
Universities have also included storytelling workshops as part of their training for 
preschool teachers and after-school teachers for some years now: 
https://lnu.se/kurs/muntligt-berattande-i-forskola-och-skola/distans-deltid-ht/. 
 
Jewish intangible cultural heritage: Paideia Folk High School in Stockholm provides 
courses in Jewish studies, language and culture. This is the only place to run post-upper 
secondary education in Jewish methods of studying, which is often in community with 
other people, preferably in groups of two or more in a method known as Chavruta 
(study partner). Training is needed in language skills and other perspectives in order to 
understand Jewish texts and thus the content of teachings, traditions, etc. that form the 
basis of Jewish intangible cultural heritage, and only one or two courses a year are 
provided in this method: https://paideiafolkhogskola.se/. The Centre for Theology and 
Religious Studies at Lund University provides courses in Judaism, which deals with for 
example the cultural and identity-creating side of Judaism. 

Question 6.2 

Do post-secondary education institutions offer curricula and degrees for the study of ICH and 
its social, cultural and other dimensions? 

Yes 

Describe briefly, giving examples, how these programmes and degrees relate to the study of 
ICH.  

Intangible cultural heritage as an academic field addresses different aspects of intangible 
cultural heritage and is represented at several of Sweden’s universities and higher education 
institutions. Examples of university level programmes include the Bachelor’s degree in Cultural 
Heritage Studies at the University of Gothenburg: https://www.gu.se/studera/hitta-



utbildning/kulturarvsstudier-kandidatprogram-h1kas. 
Stockholm University runs a Bachelor’s programme in Museum and Heritage Studies: 
https://www.su.se/sok-kurser-och-program/hmusk-1.412271. 
 
There are also independent courses, i.e. shorter courses that can form part of a higher 
education diploma, such as Ritual and Materiality at the University of Gothenburg, Cultural 
Heritage at Karlstad University, Cultural Heritage and Communication, and Oral Storytelling in 
Schools and Preschools at Linnaeus University, and Cultural Heritage and Cultural Heritage 
Education at Malmö University. 
 
Studies of the intangible cultural heritage and its social, cultural and other dimensions are also 
a constituent of subjects such as conservation, ethnology, history, culture studies, anthropology 
and musicology at Swedish universities and colleges. 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Satisfied 

Target for the next report: 

Satisfied 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

The indicator has resulted in "satisfied". SE intends to maintain the work within the indicator. 



7. Extent to which inventories reflect the diversity of ICH and 
contribute to safeguarding 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 7 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 7.1.a 

To what extent are the inventories identified in section A.6 
oriented towards safeguarding of ICH? 

Fully 

Explain briefly, giving examples, how these inventories are oriented towards safeguarding of 
ICH. If you have answered ‘Not at all’ or ‘Minimally’, explain what obstacles you face in 
having them do so. 

According to the ICH-Convention, the Swedish inventory, Living traditions, is a tool to identify, 
describe and communicate knowledge about the different elements of intangible cultural 
heritage.  
 
The inventory reflects the diversity of ICH and contribute to its safeguarding. It contains 
extensive material, since the work with the inventory also is seen as a form of documentation. 
An important part is the inventorying, which is also a way of raising awareness and safeguard 
ICH. Anyone can submit a contribution to the inventory and the contributors are asked to 
describe the element and its historical background, including the place it is connected to and to 
provide information on contemporary practitioners, transmission and safeguarding measures. 
The documentation is completed in consultation with the responsible expert nodes. 

Question 7.1.b 

To what extent do these inventories reflect the diversity of ICH present in your territory? 

Largely 

Explain briefly, giving examples, how these inventories reflect the diversity of ICH. If you have 
answered ‘Not at all’ or ‘Minimally’, explain what obstacles you face in so doing. 

The inventory includes about 60 elements from different parts of the country, which is a start. 
The elements that are now on the inventory include widespread traditions and knowledge, but 
also elements which are only practiced by a small group of people. These include traditions that 
are part of the mosaic that is intangible cultural heritage in Sweden, including Lucia 
celebrations and dancing round the Midsummer pole, going back a long way in time, as well as 
celebrations and rituals that have come with new Swedes, such as Vasilica, celebrated by the 
Roma who came to Sweden from the Balkans in the 1990s. However, there is so much more to 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN7-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN7-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN7-ES.docx


add to the inventory, which is a living document. 
 
All five domains are applicable. The inventory contains performances, narrative, celebrations, 
music and dance, social practices, craft, food traditions, knowledge of nature and the universe 
and methodological examples. This includes programs, projects and activities which show how 
we can work to document or pass on knowledge and which can serve as a model; different 
associations, networks, training or special techniques focused on documenting intangible 
cultural heritage.  
 
Special consideration is given to: 
• the importance of practitioners' participation and broad representation 
• highlight ICH as living and evolving 
• stress the importance of ICH amongst underrepresented groups (minorities, children etc.) 
• pay attention to not previously documented ICH 
• avoid stereotyping and cementation  
• underline the importance of methodical examples 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 
• The element must be consistent with human rights and with mutual respect among different 
communities  
• The element must be consistent with sustainable development 
• The element must be recognized as part of the cultural heritage of communities, groups or 
individuals 
• Relevant communities, groups or individuals must participate and support the nomination 
• The element must be transmitted and still practiced (revived traditions are not inscribed) 

Question 7.2 

Do specialized inventories and/or inventories of various scopes also contribute to the 
safeguarding of ICH and reflect its diversity? 

Yes 

Based on your response in section A.6 Inventories 

, explain how such specialized inventories and/or inventories of various scopes contribute to 
the safeguarding of ICH and reflect its diversity 

There is no additional inventory directly linked to the 2003 Convention. However, archives and 
libraries contain a number of lists and registers covering intangible cultural heritage. In Sweden 
the intangible cultural heritage has been documented for a long time. Today documentation is 
done at almost all museums, archives, cultural heritage institutions and organizations involved 
in work with the Convention. Anyone has free of charge access to the inventories and 
collections in public archives in Sweden, as a constitutional right.  
 



The Swedish National Archives, Riksarkivet, are primarily the official archive for the Swedish 
government and for supervising the management of the archives of Sweden’s public 
authorities. They are also responsible for a National Archives Database (NAD), where you can 
retrieve information about archives in Sweden. NAD publishes information about archives and 
archival holdings at the Swedish National Archives, municipal and regional archives, archives of 
popular movements and associations, trade and industry and archives of museums and libraries 
etc: https://sok.riksarkivet.se/nad 
 
An overview of the archive system in Sweden can be found in the Swedish Government report 
Härifrån till evigheten – En långsiktig arkivpolitik för förvaring och kulturarv (From here to 
eternity – A long-term archival policy for preservation and cultural heritage) (SOU 2019:58): 
https://www.regeringen.se/rattsliga-dokument/statens-offentliga-utredningar/2019/12/sou-
201958/ 
One example of archival holdings that can include intangible cultural heritage is the many local 
archive institutions that acquire archives from different archive creators, e.g. linked to the local 
area or a certain popular movement. The local history movement is one of Sweden’s largest 
managers of individual archives. The website www.bygdeband.se contains more than one 
million photographs and other documents, and is open to the public. About 570 local heritage 
societies present their material on the website, where it`s possible to find information about 
people along with facts, pictures and other information: https://www.hembygd.se/shf/about-
the-swedish-local-heritage-federation-1. 
 
Another example is the documentation work done by the Institute for Language and Folklore 
(Isof). The Institute holds the country’s largest collections of folk traditions which document 
major components of Sweden’s intangible cultural heritage, with inventories or register to 
search among the collections. The archives are open to members of the public, students and 
researchers. The collections contain older material about our national minorities, for instance 
the Sami and Roma people, but it mainly reflects the majority population's often prejudiced 
view. Today Isof works to add the voices and experiences of the national minorities to the 
historical collections. The material is of great importance for the ability of all people to define, 
access and pass on different forms of intangible cultural heritage: https://www.isof.se/arkiv-
och-insamling/arkivsamlingar. 
 
The indigenous Sami people and the national minorities 
The Swedish Government report Härifrån till evigheten also specifically reviews the archive 
collections on the indigenous Sami population and other national minorities – Jews, Roma and 
travellers, Sweden Finns and Tornedalers. The collections and inventories that exist are spread 
between many different archives, and the material often reflects the view of the Swedish 
majority population of these minorities. The report proposes creating a long-term structure for 
preserving the archives of the national minorities, where the minorities and their organisations 
would be given resources and a mandate to build up archives and archiving skills. 
 
The Sami Parliament is the administrative agency for Sami culture but despite this, in practice, 
Sami culture, Sami cultural heritage and Sami cultural environments are administered by 



several other agencies. Archive material on Sami languages, names, traditions, daily life, etc. is 
spread out between many different Swedish archive institutions. The largest collections are 
held by the Nordic Museum in Stockholm and at the Institute for Language and Folklore (Isof) in 
Uppsala and in Umeå. 
 
The largest collections of Jewish archives are currently held by the Swedish National Archives, 
the Nordic Museum and Isof. The Living History Forum has also compiled a list of archive 
material related to Jewish life in Sweden. This covers archives containing testimonies of 
Holocaust survivors. Documentation of Jewish life and Jewish traditions is also largely absent 
from Sweden’s municipal and regional archives. 
 
Material on the history, culture, Finnish language, traditions, roots, etc. of Sweden Finns is 
available at the Swedish National Archives, the Royal Library, Isof, municipal archives, regional 
archives, company archives, the archives of popular movements, libraries, museums and 
institutions. The Swedish National Archives contains the Archive for Sweden Finns and Finland 
Swedes in Sweden: https://arkisto.org/. 
 
Roma from different parts of Europe have been in Sweden for about 500 years. Archives of 
cultural history contain extensive collections of material about these groups created from a 
majority perspective. There is very little material in which Roma themselves speak out and 
describe their situation. 
There is no collective archive for Tornedalers or any designated archive institutions for 
Tornedaler archives. Instead, the material is spread today between individuals, a number of 
private archives, local history societies, Luleå diocese and smaller organisations. 
 
Digitization contributes to the safeguarding of ICH : 
The organizations involved in the work with the ICH-Convention also works to ensure the access 
to cultural heritage documentation and inventories, through information technology, 
particularly web sites and databases, in compliance with regulations and in accordance with 
technical and scientific criteria and standards. 
In the cultural heritage field, as in society as a whole, the possibility of digitizing material gives 
greater potential for accessibility and interaction, thereby it also contribute to the safeguarding 
of ICH and reflects its diversity. As cultural heritage information is made digitally accessible it 
can be used for research and education and also reused and developed for a number of 
purposes. This is done partly within networks of interested people established as a new kind of 
civil society, which in turn can ensure both engagement and dissemination of knowledge. There 
are several ongoing projects concerning digitizing intangible cultural heritage in Sweden. 
 
A concrete example where intangible cultural heritage material has been made accessible 
through digitization is the project “The Map of Nordic Legends”, run by the Institute for 
Language and Folklore. The project (in Swedish: ’Sägenkartan’) is a collaboration between the 
Institute for Language and Folklore in Sweden (Isof), The Norwegian Folklore Archives (NFS), 
and the Swedish Literary Society in Finland (SLS). The map tells the legends of giants’ throws 
(the folkloristic explanations for glacial erratics), witches, the nixie, and encounters with 



gnomes, werewolves and the Devil himself. It consists of 10.000 archive records, collected from 
archive collections and printed publications on legends. In The Legend Map the visitor to the 
website can click on a spot on the map and read old legends told and recorded at that place. 
The project is a part of the Institute’s endeavour to make the collections accessible and thereby 
increase interest in and knowledge of folklore : 
https://www.isof.se/sagenkartan#/places/nordic/true. 
 
The Institute for Language and Folklore has also develop an inventory through a site and a map 
over food culture, by including archive material and dialect recordings about cultural heritage 
to do with food, drink and meals. The Matkartan food map is part of the website matkult.se, a 
knowledge base for traditional food culture in Sweden. The map contains almost 3,000 records 
of archive material from all over the country, including descriptions, performances and stories 
about traditional food culture and living food heritage: 
https://www.matkult.se/kartan.html#/places. 
 
Through a web presentation The Centre for Swedish Folk Music and Jazz Research and Swedish 
Performing Arts Agency gives access to digitized collections, for instance the large volume of 
music in Folkmusikkommissionen’s collections, and the collection of music books at the former 
Stockholm Music Museum. It´s free to browse through the whole original material - about 
45,000 pages of tunes and songs in the form they came to the collections of 
Folkmusikkommissionen and the former Stockholm Music Museum: 
https://musikverket.se/svensktvisarkiv/i-samlingarna/. 
Another digitized material was recorded by the folk music collector Karl Tirén, who started his 
project to document the Sami jojk in the winter markets of Arvidsjaur and Arjeplog in February 
1913. Hundred years after Karl Tirén made his first recordings of jojk, the unique material was 
made available on the web : https://musikverket.se/svensktvisarkiv/i-
samlingarna/inspelningar/karl-tiren/. 
 
One more example is Minnen (‘Memories’), a website where museums and other cultural 
heritage organisations collect personal stories to build up knowledge of our history and the 
times we live in. An online collection service increases the chance of reaching a wider audience, 
and making it easier for people to submit stories and pictures. Anyone can contribute their own 
stories to the current collection themes Both in current and archived collection themes, the 
stories are saved for posterity in a shared memory bank. The museum responsible for each 
collection theme is presented on the collection page. Minnen is owned and managed by 
museums in Sweden and Norway. The website has been developed in association with KulturIT. 
Minnen.se is a new tool for collecting and managing intangible cultural heritage and making it 
available, and it is constantly developing. Collection themes on Minnen may be initiated by 
museums and other cultural heritage institutions: https://minnen.se/. 

Question 7.3 

To what extent are existing inventories regularly updated, taking into account the current 
viability of the elements included therein? 



Fully 

Based on your response in section (f) and (l) of A.6 Inventories 

, explain the method(s) of updating the inventories, giving examples of how those take into 
account and reflect the current viability of the inventoried elements. 

The Institute’s website about intangible cultural heritage is an online, living document 
constantly updated. The work includes recurring contacts with proposers and practitioners. If 
the element changes, the inventory is updated, this also applies to the vitality. 

Question 7.4.a 

To what extent is access to ICH inventories facilitated, while respecting customary practices 
governing access to specific elements of ICH?  

Fully 

Based on your response in section (o) of A.6 Inventories 

, explain briefly, giving examples, how this is accomplished.  

As of 1 January 2019, the Act on the Accessibility of Digital Public Services, which is Sweden’s 
transposition of the EU’s Web Accessibility Directive, will apply. The aim of the Directive is to 
improve the accessibility of public sector websites and apps, particularly for people with 
disabilities. The Institute for Language and Folklore (Isof), which is the main body responsible 
for the inventory work in Sweden, therefore published a new website on 7 June 2021. The 
Institute also carries out work on plain language that emphasises the importance of targeting – 
adapting the text to the reader’s needs. 
 
The inventory is published for all interested parties to view on the Isof website and can be 
accessed directly via livingtraditions.se. The texts are descriptive and the language adapted so 
that the information can be understood by many people. Short summaries have also been 
translated into English.  
New elements are formulated in dialogue with practitioners and proposers. The descriptions 
are extensive, but only contain the information that the practitioners wish to share.  
 
The inventory is also linked to a knowledge base of living traditions: https://www.isof.se/lar-
dig-mer/kunskapsbanker/lar-dig-mer-om-immateriellt-kulturarv 

Question 7.4.b 

To what extent are ICH inventories utilized to strengthen safeguarding? 

Largely 



Explain briefly, giving examples, how the ICH inventories are utilized to strengthen ICH 
safeguarding. If you have answered 'Not at all' or 'Minimally', please explain what obstacles 
you face in having them do so. 

The Institute for Language and Folklore (Isof) undertakes continuous work for better 
communication of information about work with the Convention, intended to reach and engage 
different players, mainly through the four nodes and their networks. Information is 
disseminated through the website “Living traditions” and the knowledge bank connected to it 
(see above). It is an information and knowledge portal for safeguarding intangible cultural 
heritage in Sweden.  
 
The inventory strengthened safeguarding by: 
• a broad cooperation with practitioners' and other stakeholders, 
• highlighting ICH as living and evolving, 
• stress the importance of ICH amongst underrepresented groups, 
• pay attention to not previously documented ICH, 
• avoiding stereotyping and cementation,  
• underline the importance of methodical examples. 
 
The inventory contains extensive material, since the work with the inventory also is seen as a 
form of documentation. It presents each element under the headings description, history and 
viability/safeguarding. There are also photos, bibliographies and links to more material and 
other relevant websites. Since Isof and several of the expert nodes also have archive 
collections, there are also links to older material. The English translation contains a summary of 
each element. We can see that the inventory has many visitors, but it is difficult to measure 
how the knowledge is used. 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Satisfied 

Target for the next report: 

Satisfied 



Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

The inventory is a living document and an ongoing work, which will continue during the coming 
reporting period. SE sets the target "satisfied" also for the next cycle and will continue to 
develop the work of involving various minority groups and other stakeholders in the 
inventorying. 



8. Extent to which the inventorying process is inclusive, respects the 
diversity of ICH and its practitioners, and supports safeguarding by 
communities, groups and individuals concerned 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 8 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 8.1 

To what extent do communities, groups and relevant NGOs participate inclusively in 
inventorying, thus informing and strengthening their safeguarding efforts? 

Large 

Based on your response in section (p) of A.6 Inventories 

, explain briefly, giving examples, how this is accomplished.  

The Swedish inventory Living Traditions was launched in 2015. However, efforts were made 
even earlier to find a common strategy for developing the work, focusing on the right of 
definition of practitioners, in dialogue with representatives of all the actors covered by the 
Convention. The inventory has been progressively extended and the Institute for Language and 
Folklore (Isof), in consultation with the expert nodes, has expanded on the proposals as they 
have been received. Networks of cultural heritage institutions, researchers, knowledge centres, 
practitioners and non-profit organisations, including those from national minorities, have been 
linked to these expert nodes. 
 
Living Traditions is open to all individuals, associations and institutions in Sweden, and many 
have been involved in developing the Swedish national inventory. The primary aim is to provide 
inspiration and communicate knowledge about methods of safeguarding and transmission, 
engage the public and create new forms of collaboration. This involves cooperation between 
the agencies/institutions responsible for the nodes, but also meetings between all those 
covered by the Convention – communities, groups and NGOs, as well as those working in fields 
such as documentation and preservation, accessibility, education and research. Although 
everyone is invited to participate in the inventory, there are undoubtedly groups that we have 
not reached who remain unaware of this work. 

Question 8.2 

To what extent does the inventorying process in your country respect the diversity of ICH and 
its practitioners, including the practices and expressions of all sectors of society, all genders 
and all regions?  

Fully 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN8-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN8-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN8-ES.docx


Based on your response in section (q) and (r) of A.6 Inventories 

, explain briefly what measures are taken to ensure respect for diversity of ICH and its 
practitioners as well as gender inclusiveness in the inventorying process.  

The Institute for Language and Folklore (Isof), which manages the inventory, is required by the 
Government to “integrate a gender equality, diversity and children’s perspective in its 
activities” (Ordinance 2009:743). The Institute shall also “monitor the regional outcome of its 
activities” (Ordinance 2014:171). These requirements also influence the inventory work. From a 
Swedish context, safeguarding intangible cultural heritage is about traditions and expressions 
that people perceive as significant, but also about raising awareness of cultural heritage and 
enabling more people to partake of its diversity. Several basic principles have been adopted to 
ensure respect for the diversity of intangible cultural heritage and its practitioners in the 
inventory process (see 7.1.b), with particular emphasis on the importance of drawing attention 
to the cultural heritage of previously under-represented groups. 
 
The UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage specifically 
highlights the importance of safeguarding and transmitting the intangible cultural heritage of 
indigenous peoples. Today there is only one Sami element in the inventory. Isof has 
continuously interacted and consulted with the Sami Parliament, which in turn has been the 
convening authority for Sami organisations and practitioners.In 2012, they formed a Sami 
working group with representation in the networks of the four nodes. In recent years, the Sami 
working group has not functioned in the same way as it did initially. In order to boost the work 
on Sami cultural heritage and assign it a more prominent place in the work on the Convention, 
in 2021 Isof decided, in dialogue with the Ministry of Culture and the Sami Parliament, that the 
Sami Parliament should constitute a separate node for the national work on the Convention. At 
the same time, there must be opportunities for Sami actors to be part of the networks of the 
other expert nodes. This may also lead to more elements being included in the inventory. 
 
Several projects have been carried out to promote participation in the work on the Convention. 
During 2017 the Institute runned a project intended to make the Roma intangible cultural 
heritage visible through special measures for involving Roma practitioners and experts in 
different cultural heritage spheres in the work of the Swedish inventory. However, work to 
include different groups and reflect diversity can continue to be improved. 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 



Satisfied 

Target for the next report: 

Satisfied 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

This indicator is crucial for the work on the Convention. SE has prioritized the national inventory 
because it can showcase a diversity of ICH and be a forum for a broad participation. SE intend 
to continue that work. 



9. Extent to which research and documentation, including scientific, 
technical and artistic studies, contribute to safeguarding 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 9 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 9.1 

Are there any financial or other forms of support oriented towards safeguarding in one or 
more of the fields below? (please only include those in conformity with the Ethical 
Principles): 

• Research, scientific, technical and artistic studies 
 
In the last decade, there has been an increasing focus on cultural heritage in research 
with a growing interest in the intangible dimension. Several of the country's universities 
have invested in building research environments for cultural heritage studies (see 9.2). 
 
Each year the National Heritage Board (Riksantikvarieämbetet) allocates funding for 
research in the whole field of cultural heritage. A priority area for the years 2017–2021 
is cultural heritage and sustainable development. 
 
Sweden’s research foundations, such as the Swedish Research Council 
(Vetenskapsrådet: https://www.vr.se/om-vetenskapsradet.html) and the Swedish 
Foundation for Humanities and Social Sciences (Riksbankens Jubileumsfond), allocate 
funding to research in the field, for example, on digital humanities and infrastructure. 
Methods for passing on knowledge are developed in Swedish universities and at folk 
high schools and vocational colleges. 
 

 

• Documentation and archiving 
 
Today the intangible cultural heritage is above all documented through institutions with 
state, regional or municipal financing (see B.1.4 and B.9.2). Non-profit actors can apply 
for support for various safeguarding measures, including documentation and archiving, 
through the grant for non-profit cultural heritage work distributed by the Swedish 
National Heritage Board, which can be applied for once a year by non-profit cultural 
heritage organisations, including those working with intangible cultural heritage: 
https://www.raa.se/lagar-och-stod/bidrag-anslag-och-fonder/bidrag-till-
kulturarvsarbete/ 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN9-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN9-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN9-ES.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/en/ethics-and-ich-00866
https://ich.unesco.org/en/ethics-and-ich-00866


Question 9.2 

Is research on approaches towards, and the impacts of, safeguarding ICH in general and of 
specific elements (whether or not inscribed) encouraged and/or supported? 

Yes 

Describe briefly the research conducted, in particular the impacts studied. 

Research in the field is being done at several Swedish universities in various disciplines and 
specializations: e.g. ethnology, history, cultural studies, heritage conservation, art and design, 
craft, tourism, architecture, musicology and anthropology (examples of contact details can be 
found under B.1b). Advanced research in the cultural heritage field is also being done as part of 
the museums’ work, and several cultural heritage institutions involved in work with the 
Convention (see B.1a). 
 
Universities: 
Several of the research centers established for cultural heritage studies cover the entire field, 
both the material and the intangible cultural heritage. One example is the Centre for Critical 
Heritage Studies, CCHS, one of six centers established as part of UGOT Challenges, Gothenburg 
University’s significant research drive on global challenges to society. It is a cross-disciplinary 
research center in a partnership with University College London (UCL). The research explores 
the many layers of cultural heritage, as a material, intangible and intellectual field: 
https://www.gu.se/en/critical-heritage-studies. 
The University of Gothenburg also conducts research in the field of the cultural 
environment/building conservation/crafts, via the Craft Laboratory in Mariestad, for example. 
Research is largely concerned with traditional methods of building conservation, but also with 
traditional guild crafts such as tanning fish skins, hand-printing wallpaper and traditional garden 
crafts. 
 
At Stockholm University, an initiative has been underway since 2016 to build a new research 
center for cultural heritage studies - Stockholm Center for Critical Heritage Studies (SCCHS). The 
goal is to create an interdisciplinary cutting-edge research environment. The center will also 
function as an independent knowledge resource for Stockholm's many cultural heritage 
authorities and public cultural heritage institutions: 
https://www.su.se/ike/forskning/profilomr%C3%A5de-kulturarv-historiska-artefakter-
processer. 
 
The hub for Cultural Politics and Cultural Heritage at the Department of Arts and Cultural 
Sciences, Lund University, aims to increase the visibility of the department’s research on these 
issues both externally and internally: https://www.kultur.lu.se/en/research/research-
nodes/cultural-politics-and-cultural-heritage/. 
 
Linköping University also focuses on the role, function and significance of cultural heritage in 
both contemporary and historical contexts, with the overall aim of developing a critical 



analytical understanding of the role of cultural heritage in society. Cultural heritage research at 
the University’s Department of Culture and Society brings together research projects with 
interdisciplinary perspectives: https://liu.se/forskning/kulturarv. 
 
Várdduo - Centre for Sámi Research at Umeå University - is an interdisciplinary unit focusing on 
Sámi and indigenous research. A couple of their projects concerns ICH, for example "Dialogues 
and Encounters in the Arctic", which has the purpose to initiate dialogue between the Arctic 
Indigenous peoples and researchers on challenges affecting the Arctic, the traditional 
economies, culture, societies, and ecosystems: 
https://www.umu.se/en/research/projects/dialogues-and-encounters-in-the-arctic/.  
 
The Department of Culture and Media Studies, Umeå University, has carried out research 
projects focusing on ICH. One of the latest is “Oral narrative as intangible cultural heritage and 
social force”. One theme focused upon Sami storytelling and the specific expectations that 
come with the ethnic and indigenous framing: https://www.umu.se/en/research/projects/oral-
narrative-as-intangible-cultural-heritage-and-social-force/. 
 
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Sveriges lantbruksuniversitet, SLU has four 
interdisciplinary platforms that integrate different scientific fields and focuses upon future 
health, food, forests and urban futures. They improve the collaboration between researchers 
and society and also encompasses traditional knowledge. One research project focuses Sami 
traditional food, “Reindeer herding: An indigenous food system in transition”: 
https://www.slu.se/centrumbildningar-och-projekt/futurefood/pagaende-projekt/renskotsel-
och-traditionella-livsmedelssystem-i-forandring/ 
 
Another example is NCK, the Nordic Centre of Heritage Learning and Creativity AB – a Nordic-
Baltic centre that conducts research and development on learning through cultural heritage. 
The Centre conducts and promotes research to provide more in-depth understanding of the 
significance and role of cultural heritage in the present and the future, how cultural heritage 
can be used and what can be achieved through cultural heritage education: 
https://nckultur.org/?option=com_content&view=article&id=97&Itemid=290. 
 
Research on the intangible cultural heritage of the Church of Sweden is extensive and is 
conducted at Sweden’s universities and higher education institutions from a variety of 
perspectives: history of religion, architectural history, art history, music history, ethnology, etc. 
An overview of current perspectives is provided in the following publication: Gunner, G. and 
Södling, M. (eds.) (2017). Mellan himmel och jord: Svenska kyrkans kulturarv inför framtiden 
(Between heaven and earth: the Church of Sweden’s cultural heritage faces the future). 
Stockholm: Verbum AB. 
 
Land of Legends, the Storytelling Network of Kronoberg, works to improve research on oral 
storytelling, including in collaboration with Linnaeus University. A research report has been 
produced: Fritiof, Elisabeth (2013): Kultur för alla. Funktionsmöjligheter i det museipedagogiska 
mötet (Culture for all. Opportunities for disabled people in in museum education). Växjö: 



Linnaeus University. One of the storytellers associated with the network is a researcher in 
education at the University of Gothenburg. His research focuses on storytelling in schools. 
https://urplay.se/program/211291-ur-samtiden-lara-med-berattande-varfor-muntligt-
berattande-i-forskola-och-skola. 
 
Cultural Heritage Institutions: 
Research on cultural heritage and heritage creation, as well as on documentation, is also carried 
out at Sweden’s cultural heritage institutions. 
In Sweden the intangible cultural heritage has been documented for a long time. Systematic 
collection began at the end of the 19th century. Today documentation is done at almost all 
museums, archives, cultural heritage institutions and organizations involved in work with the 
Convention. The organizations also works to ensure the access to cultural heritage 
documentation, through information technology, particularly web sites and databases, in 
compliance with regulations and in accordance with technical and scientific criteria and 
standards. Anyone has free of charge access to the collections in public archives in Sweden, as a 
constitutional right. 
 
One example is the research and documentation work done by the Institute for Language and 
Folklore (Isof). The Institute holds the country’s largest collections of folk traditions. In its 
activities, the authority is expected to integrate gender, diversity and children’s perspective. 
Today, Isof strive to collect materials that reflect and represent the country's diversity. In the 
field of folklore, they regularly make documentation efforts to acquire knowledge about 
different elements of the ICH and annually have several collections with the help of 
questionnaires, which are primarily sent out digitally. The latest about Association life, Lucia 
traditions, Christmas celebrations and Name day celebrations: https://www.isof.se/arkiv-och-
insamling/beratta-for-oss. Today Isof works to add the voices and experiences of the national 
minorities to the collections. One example is the interviews and research about Jewish 
everyday life. Isof has also recently initiated and participated in several research projects with 
the intention of adding Roma voices and experiences to the collections. 
 
The Nordic Museum (Nordiska museet) in Stockholm, is collaborating on several research 
projects that include intangible cultural heritage, such as the recently concluded project 
“Images and Stories of Everyday Life” in collaboration with Stockholm University. In 2021, 
stories from Polish-Jewish migrants in Sweden are being collected in collaboration with a PhD 
student at Södertörn University. The stories are being collected digitally via the collection 
platform Minnen.se and will form the basis of a forthcoming thesis. Together with several 
cultural heritage institutions, the Collecting Social Photography project is collecting and 
preserving everyday images posted on social media. The museum is also linked to the research 
project “Gendered spaces. Multidimensional walks in urban history”, a project that, in close 
collaboration between ALM (archive, library and museum) institutions and researchers, will 
contribute to disseminating knowledge about the city’s multifaceted history. During a three-
year collaborative project, the Nordic Museum and Stockholm University have brought 
together researchers and other participants to jointly explore the theme of “The Arctic and 
Climate Change”. This also includes beliefs and customs, myths, stories and legends: 



https://www.nordiskamuseet.se/artiklar/forskning-och-samverkan/. 
 
The mission of Musikverket (the Swedish Performing Arts Agency), is to work to increase 
knowledge of music, theatre, dance and people’s use of cultural heritage. Knowledge must be 
based on research and collaboration, including with universities and higher education 
institutions. There is ongoing documentation and research on the intangible cultural heritage of 
music, dance and the performing arts. Specific studies of intangible cultural heritage as a 
concept and process are now underway, one example being a study at Svenskt Visarkiv (the 
Swedish popular and traditional music archive) on instrument building as materialisation of folk 
music, which is funded by the Swedish National Heritage Board. Another example concerns a 
study of dance as bodily memory, of the body as an archive: https://musikverket.se/forskning/. 
 
Research and documentation of Sami cultural heritage is also carried out at Ájtte Museum in 
Jokkmokk – the Sami Centre: https://www.ajtte.com/. Silvermuseet (the Silver Museum) in 
Arjeplog conducts research on the people and landscapes of the Arctic regions within the scope 
of the Institute for Arctic Landscape Research, INSARC. The aim is to deepen knowledge of the 
relationship between how landscapes and resources have been used, how communities have 
developed and how human use has affected ecosystems, including in the project Cultural 
Heritage, Landscapes and Identity Processes in Northern Fennoscandia: 
https://silvermuseet.se/forskning/. 
 
The National Museums of World Culture emphasise a holistic approach to cultural heritage, 
working with an interwoven tangible and intangible cultural heritage. One example is 
cooperation with institutions in Zambia, such as the Women’s History Museum, where they 
work on issues that touch upon both the tangible and intangible, such as basket weaving; 
rituals and the objects used in them; making and using musical instruments; and knowledge of 
the collection and use of plants. Music and rituals/ceremonies have also been central to other 
projects, such as the collaborative project with the Yaqui people in Mexico: 
https://www.varldskulturmuseet.se/en. 
 
The Multicultural Centre is a multidisciplinary research environment. Its research is based on 
issues related to international migration, ethnic and transnational relations and intercultural 
issues. The documentation of the contemporary period that is being carried out focuses among 
other things on the rituals and traditions associated with the Multicultural Calendar and the 
project Remembering Migration: 
https://mkcentrum.se/?s=M%C3%A5ngkulturella+almanackan. 

Question 9.3 

Do ICH practitioners and bearers participate in the management, implementation and 
dissemination of research findings and scientific, technical and artistic studies, and with their 
free, prior, sustained and informed consent? 

Yes 



Describe briefly the nature of practitioners’ and bearers’ participation and how their consent 
is secured.  

Research projects generally follow the ethical recommendations of the Swedish Research 
Council, as formulated in the publication Good Research Practice. Such research practice 
includes informed consent as a basic requirement: https://www.vr.se/analys/rapporter/vara-
rapporter/2017-08-29-god-forskningssed.htm. 
Researchers, like all other professionals, must follow national and local rules, directions and 
norms regarding workplace conduct. Researchers at all government departments and 
institutions, including universities and heritage institutions, should accordingly respect the 
common basic values for state employees: https://www.government.se/information-
material/2014/09/common-basic-values-for-central-government-employees--a-summary/. 
 
Further, according to the Swedish law on public employment (Lagen om offentlig anställning), 
an employee cannot take on an assignment or perform an activity which might displace the 
trust in his or her integrity, or hurt the reputation of one's authority. It is of great importance 
that trust in researchers' work, objectivity and integrity is maintained. The major Swedish 
guideline defining good practice is “Etiska riktlinjer för hantering av externa forskningsbidrag 
vid svenska universitet och högskolor” from The Association of Swedish Higher Education, 
SUHF. https://suhf.se/app/uploads/2019/07/SP-2010-1-Etiska-riktlinjer-f%C3%B6r-hantering-
av-externa-forskningsbidrag-vid-svenska-universitet-och-h%C3%B6gskolor_101214.pdf.  
 
Many of the institutions that research and document cultural heritage are state-owned and 
subject to the same rules as universities. Isof encourages participation in documentation 
activities and is responsible for ensuring that the personal data it processes is handled in 
accordance with the applicable data protection legislation. Isof is responsible for ensuring that 
the processing of personal data is protected and that access to personal data is restricted. As 
data subjects, practitioners have the right to know what personal data is being processed, the 
right to request the rectification of personal data if it is inaccurate, and the right to have 
personal data erased if it is no longer needed to fulfil the purpose for which it was collected. 
They also have the right to request that the processing of personal data be restricted, as well as 
the right to object to the processing of personal data. Those who have contributed to the Isof 
documentation project always receive a letter of thanks. The results of the documentation are 
made available in publications, blogs or exhibits on the Isof website and communicated via 
social media, where participants often help to disseminate the results further. 
 
In the case of the stories collected by the Nordic Museum via the website Minnen.se, all 
contributors will receive information on how their contributions will be stored, used and made 
available. In the same way, the museum ensures that the collections are made with the 
approval of the participants. No contributions will be accepted without the consent of the 
participants. A contribution can either be submitted on the condition of it being made publicly 
available via the internet, or only available via the Nordic Museum’s archive. 
 
The documentation and research conducted at the Multicultural Centre also relies on the 



consent of those interviewed or otherwise contributing and is ensured through direct 
questions. Those who have been interviewed often participate later in the dissemination of 
results, for example via social media or by participating in activities. 
 
The Craft Laboratory in Mariestad, University of Gothenburg, relies heavily on practitioners for 
its research efforts. Practitioners can apply for guest artisan projects, which means that the 
practitioner does practical research and receives academic support from the Craft Laboratory. 
The Craft Laboratory starts the project and is a hub in a number of networks on different topics, 
such as tar burning in pits. It also organises an annual building conservation convention that 
brings together around 500 people for lectures, workshops and a market. 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Satisfied 

Target for the next report: 

Satisfied 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

SE will continue to work in the same direction. 



10. Extent to which research findings and documentation are 
accessible and are utilized to strengthen policy-making and improve 
safeguarding 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 10 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 10.1 

Are documentation and research findings made accessible to communities, groups and 
individuals, while respecting customary practices governing access to specific aspects of ICH? 

High 

Provide any additional details here.  

Since 2016, open science has been a priority area in the European Commission’s strategies, 
guidelines and recommendations. An open science system means a system in which as many 
elements and tools as possible in the research process are made openly available via the 
internet. The results of publicly funded research must be made available. Research results are 
made available and should be free to be used for further research. When the research process 
is opened up and the availability of research results increases, the impact and usefulness of 
research in society is also strengthened. 
 
The Swedish focus on open science means that scientific publications, which are the result of 
research funded with public funds, must be immediately openly available with effect from 
2021. Regarding research data, the adaptation must be fully completed by 2026, which means 
that research data must be made available as openly as possible and as limited as necessary. 
Since 2017, the Swedish Research Council and the National Library of Sweden are tasked to 
nationally coordinate and promote the work with open research data and openly available 
scientific publications. 
 
The Swedish Government has adopted a Digital First principle, which means that digital services 
should be the first choice in the public sector. Further see 7.4a (accessibility). 
 
Cooperation between Swedish authorities has also been strengthened thanks to the work of 
digitization. In 2011 a national strategy was adopted for digitization, digital preservation and 
making cultural heritage material and information digitally accessible. In connection with this, a 
national coordination secretariat, Digisam, was established and placed first at the National 
Archives, now at the National Heritage Board. Digisam consists of representatives of archives, 
libraries, museums and the heritage management sector. The aim is to find synergetic effects 
and coordinate digital work in the different cultural heritage sectors: 
https://www.digisam.se/om-digisam/. 
 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN10-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN10-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN10-ES.docx


Further see 7.2 (inventories and documentation available through digitization) 
 
Research projects generally follow the ethical recommendations of the Swedish Research 
Council, as formulated in the publication Good Research Practice. Such research practice 
includes informed consent as a basic requirement: https://www.vr.se/analys/rapporter/vara-
rapporter/2017-08-29-god-forskningssed.htm.  
Further see 9.3 (ethical principles). 
Cultural heritage institutions that document people’s experiences, stories and knowledge also 
have ethical guidelines on how the material can be collected. This is always done with consent 
and with information being provided on how the material is managed.  
 
The Public Access to Information and Secrecy Act (2009:400) regulates which public documents 
are public and which are confidential. In Chapter 24, “Confidentiality for the Protection of 
Individuals in Research and Statistics”, Section 4 contains a provision that directly concerns 
people’s intangible cultural heritage, as confidentiality may apply “to information contained in 
a recording which has dialectological or ethnological content and which has been made or 
acquired for scientific purposes, if it may be assumed that the person who has provided the 
information or to whom the information relates or a person close to them would suffer harm if 
the information were disclosed. The information contained in a public document shall not 
remain confidential for more than fifty years.” 
 
Sami intangible cultural heritage is preserved in many different archives, and the material often 
reflects the views of the Swedish majority society. The same also applies to the other national 
minorities (see 7.2). In order to safeguard and transmit Sami intangible cultural heritage, the 
Sami Parliament considers it important that special efforts are made to collect, document and 
preserve Sami cultural heritage. For the same reason, education and research in this field are 
also important. In their respective appropriation letters for 2018 (Ku2017/02544/LS and 
Ku2017/00478/KL), the Sami Parliament and the Institute for Language and Folklore were given 
a joint assignment to review the need to collect, preserve and scientifically process archive 
material related to the indigenous Sami people and their languages. The results were presented 
on 28 June 2019 in the report “Responsibility for Sami cultural heritage” (Ku2019/01346/KL). 
The Archive Inquiry Härifrån till evigheten (From here to eternity, SOU 2019:58) proposes that 
the Sami Parliament be given the task of compiling knowledge about archive holdings created 
and collected by and for the indigenous Sami people, and of working to ensure that the 
holdings are highlighted and made available. The proposals in the report and the Archive 
Inquiry are related and are being processed at the Government Offices of Sweden. 

Question 10.2 

Are the results of research, documentation, and scientific, technical and artistic studies on 
ICH utilized to strengthen policy-making across different sectors? 

Some 

Provide any additional details here.  



Research can provide a basis for strengthening decision-making on intangible cultural heritage 
issues across the cultural heritage sector. However, it is difficult to measure the extent to which 
the results strengthen decision-making. An example of a comprehensive political decision that 
strengthens decision-making, based on research, is the Cultural Heritage Bill (Govt Bill 
2016/17:116) adopted in 2017. With the support of the Bill, the Swedish Government is taking a 
comprehensive approach to the field of cultural heritage, which will become a policy area in its 
own right. The Bill deals with the structure of the museum sector, collections and cultural 
objects; cultural environment policy and ecclesiastical heritage; the state’s management of 
properties of cultural and historical value; and digitisation, archives and libraries. Work on the 
UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage is highlighted and 
dealt with in a separate section of the Bill. The overall aim is for cultural heritage to be a 
concern for all citizens in Sweden, including by emphasising the promotion of co-creation and 
engagement. 

Question 10.3 

Are the results of research, documentation, and scientific, technical and artistic studies on 
ICH utilized to improve safeguarding? 

Some 

Provide any additional details here.  

It is also difficult to measure the use of research results and documentation for safeguarding 
purposes. All the research and documentation mentioned under 9.2 and 7.2 are resources for 
more robustly safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. From the research and cultural 
heritage actors involved in the work, we know that the material is in high demand. Below are a 
few examples. 
 
The research and documentation carried out at the Craft Laboratory in Mariestad is used 
extensively by professionals in the field of cultural heritage management to pass on knowledge 
about various forms of intangible cultural heritage in order to safeguard traditional knowledge 
in various crafts. This is knowledge that is necessary for the preservation and development of 
cultural environments, but also for work for a sustainable future. 
 
Another example is the documentation that takes place at the Folklife Archives in Lund, Isof, 
the Multicultural Centre and the Nordic Museum, which is a source of knowledge for all those 
wishing to conduct further research in any area of intangible cultural heritage. The collections 
are also used by civil society actors, who practice and pass on traditions. The research and 
documentation available at Musikverket (Swedish Performing Arts Agency) is a source of 
knowledge for practitioners of song, folk music and dance, who use the collections to 
perpetuate a living and dynamic cultural heritage. 

Baseline and target 



The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Largely 

Target for the next report: 

Largely 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

SE intends to maintain the same level of the baseline. 



11. Extent to which policies as well as legal and administrative 
measures in the field of culture reflect the diversity of ICH and the 
importance of its safeguarding and are implemented 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 11 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 11.1 

Have cultural policies and/or legal and administrative measures been established (or revised) 
and implemented that incorporate ICH and its safeguarding and reflect its diversity? 

Yes 
1 

It is a 

•  Legal measure 

Name of the policy/measure 

Instrument of Government 1974:152 

Established 

28-02-1974 

Revised 

01-01-2019 

Is the policy/measure being implemented? 

Yes 

Brief description 

Cultural rights are constitutionally protected in Sweden. The instrument of government 
(Regeringsformen 1974:152) declares that “The personal, economic and cultural welfare of the 
individual shall be fundamental aims of public activity” (RF 1:2). The same article states that 
“The opportunities of the Sami people and ethnic, linguistic and religious minorities to preserve 
and develop a cultural and social life of their own shall be promoted.” 
  
2 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN11-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN11-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN11-ES.docx


It is a 

Name of the policy/measure 

The Copyright Act, 1960:729 

Established 

30-12-1960 

Revised 

01-07-1994 

Is the policy/measure being implemented? 

Yes 

Brief description 

Intellectual property rights cover various types of rights to the results of intellectual creation. 
The protection they provide is therefore aimed at intangible creations in various forms and not 
at physical objects. The legal protection of intellectual achievements can be divided into 
copyright and industrial property rights. In Sweden, copyright is constitutionally protected 
under Chapter 2, Section 19 of the Instrument of Government.  
 
The main purpose of intellectual property protection is to provide incentives for innovation and 
creativity and to protect expressions with a distinctive character or an established reputation. 
The protection encompasses two different types of rights: economic and moral. Economic 
rights include the right to control any form of reproduction and the right to make the work 
available to the public in various ways, such as public performance or public display. Intellectual 
property rights are based on the personal link between the inventor/author and their work and 
consist mainly of the right to be named in connection with the use of the work and to prohibit 
the derogatory or offensive use of a work. What are known as related rights include protection 
for the performance of works or traditional expressions. This may include, for example, 
performances of various forms of stories, songs and music, but also recordings of sound or 
moving images and photographs that do not meet what is known as the threshold of originality. 
(See also Act (1960:729) on Copyright in Literary and Artistic Works and B.14.1). 
  
3 

It is a 

•  Cultural policy 



Name of the policy/measure 

Time for culture (Govt Bill 2009/10:3), Government Bill 

Established 

10-09-2009 

Revised 

Is the policy/measure being implemented? 

Yes 

Brief description 

In December 2009 the Swedish Parliament adopted a number of national goals for cultural 
policy (Prop. 2009/10:3 – Tid för kultur). The goals steer government cultural policy. The overall 
objective is formulated as “Culture is to be a dynamic, challenging and independent force, 
based on freedom of expression. Everyone is to be able to participate in cultural life. Creativity, 
diversity and artistic quality are to be integral parts of society’s development.” The objectives 
include to promote a dynamic cultural heritage that is preserved, used and developed. This 
emphasizes the changing character of the cultural heritage. 
  
4 

It is a 

•  Cultural policy 

Name of the policy/measure 

Cultural heritage policy (Govt Bill 2016/17:116), Government Bill 

Established 

23-02-2017 

Revised 

Is the policy/measure being implemented? 

Yes 



Brief description 

In May 2017 the Swedish Parliament passed the Cultural Heritage Bill (prop. 2016/17:116). With 
the Cultural Heritage Bill the Swedish government for the first time took a holistic approach on 
cultural heritage as its own policy area. The Bill deals with the structure, collections and cultural 
objects of the museum sector, heritage policy and the ecclesiastical cultural heritage, state 
administration of valuable historic buildings, and digitization, archives and libraries. The policy 
aims to contribute to the common cultural heritage a concern for all, and one way to achieve 
this is to promote co-creation and involvement. 
 
The Bill devotes a special section to the work on the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding 
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. In this section the government stressed that the aim of work 
on the application of the Convention in Sweden should be “to promote and strengthen civil 
society’s own potential to preserve, pass on and develop the intangible cultural heritage.” (See 
further B.11.3). 
  
5 

It is a 

Name of the policy/measure 

Sweden’s key priorities in relation to the Convention for Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage 

Established 

04-12-2019 

Revised 

Is the policy/measure being implemented? 

Yes 

Brief description 

Sweden’s key priorities in relation to the Convention for Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage – presented in the brochure “Sweden’s Candidature for the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage Committee 2020 (http://www.unesco.se/wp-
content/uploads/2020/09/PFD_Unesco.pdf) 
 
In conjunction with the work to promote Sweden’s Candidature for the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage Committee 2020, Sweden presented four key priorities for Sweden in relation to the 



2003-Convention (http://www.unesco.se/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/PFD_Unesco.pdf). The 
priorities mainly are mainly used in the international work with the Convention but do partly 
relate also to the national work. The priorities are:  
• Promotion of the conditions for civil society’s engagement and participation in the work 
related to the Convention 
• Promotion of the exchange of experience between countries to safeguard intangible cultural 
heritage 
• Promotion of the diversity of intangible cultural heritage 
• Safeguarding expert knowledge 
 
At an overall level, Sweden’s work on the Convention is based on the strategy for Sweden’s 
cooperation with UNESCO 2018–2021, which in turn is based on UNESCO’s mandate and 
strategic plan. A new strategy for Sweden’s partnership with UNESCO for the period from 2022 
is being prepared. 

Question 11.2 

Have national or sub-national strategies and/or action plans for ICH safeguarding been 
established (or revised) and implemented? 

Yes 

Describe briefly the strategies and/or action plans and how they contribute towards 
safeguarding ICH. 

Since the work with the Convention began, The Institute for Language and Folklore (Isof) has 
submitted several reports containing national strategies on the work to the Ministry of Culture:  
 
• 2012: Levande kulturarv – preliminary report on the application the UNESCO Convention for 
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Sweden.  
• 2014: Levande traditioner – final report on the application the UNESCO Convention for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Sweden.  
• 2016: Det nationella arbetet med tillämpningen av Unescos konvention om tryggande av det 
immateriella kulturarvet – The national work on the application of  
the UNESCO Convention on the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage - an account of 
the government assignment. 
• 2019: Hantering av nomineringsförslag till Unescos listor och register för det immateriella 
kulturarvet - Handling of nomination process for UNESCO lists and  
register connected to the ICH-Convention. 
 
All reports have been prepared in collaboration with relevant actors and developed the focus of 
the work on the convention in Sweden. Among other things, they have resulted in an 
organization with the five responsible expert nodes described under B.1, all of which contribute 
to safeguarding various forms of intangible cultural heritage. The reports are all available at 
Isofs webb: https://www.isof.se/lar-dig-mer/kunskapsbanker/lar-dig-mer-om-immateriellt-



kulturarv/konventionen-i-sverige 
 
Since the last periodic report, Sweden has introduced a specific process for nominations for 
UNESCO’s international inventories and lists for the 2003 Convention, following the proposed 
process presented by Isof to the Government in 2019 (see above, Ku2019/01280). It sets out 
the criteria for nomination to the international inventories and Sweden’s priorities for 
nomination. 
 
Sweden has a national inventory of examples of intangible cultural heritage in Sweden (see A.6, 
B.7 and B.8). Work on the inventory is coordinated by Isof. Organisations and the public can 
propose elements of intangible cultural heritage for the inventory. Isof has clarified the criteria 
for including elements in the inventory in the above-mentioned documents to the Government 
and on the Living Traditions website. The criteria are based on Operational Directives 1 and 2. 
 
The national inventory contributes to making the diversity of intangible cultural heritage in 
Sweden visible and thus, ultimately, also to safeguarding it. The introduction of the nomination 
process for UNESCO’s international inventories contributes to further visibility and attention for 
intangible cultural heritage. Nominations should come from civil society organisations that are 
also indirectly committed to passing on intangible cultural heritage. In this way, the defined 
criteria and national priorities for nominations contribute to the safeguarding of intangible 
cultural heritage. 
 
The national strategies do not include action plans for safeguarding specific elements (see 
below). However, the national inventory contains safeguards for several of the elements in the 
inventory. One example is the clinker-built boat tradition, which is safeguarded through three 
folk high schools – Skeppsholmen, Stensund and Litorina – which offer vocational training in 
traditional clinker boat building. Statens Maritima Museer (Swedish National Maritime 
Museums) are engaged in documentation, research and promotion of the element. 

Are there plans designed for safeguarding specific elements (whether or not 
inscribed on the Lists of the 2003 Convention)? 

No 

If yes, provide details. 

Question 11.3 

Is public financial and/or technical support for the safeguarding of ICH elements (whether or 
not inscribed on the Lists of the 2003 Convention) provided on an equitable basis in relation 
to the support given to culture and heritage as a whole? 

Yes 



Describe briefly, giving examples, the nature of the support provided and how equitability is 
ensured. 

In 2017 the Swedish Parliament passed the Cultural Heritage Bill (prop. 2016/17:116).  
With the Cultural Heritage Bill the government stressed that the aim of work on the application 
of the Convention for Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Sweden should be “to 
promote and strengthen civil society’s own potential to preserve, pass on and develop the 
intangible cultural heritage.” To stimulate this work, support of at least 8 MSEK Swedish kronor 
annually was established during 2017 for non-profit work with the cultural heritage. The aim of 
the grant is to stimulate participation and co-creation so that players in the non-profit sector 
are given better conditions for fully taking part in work with the cultural heritage. 
Link: 
://www.regeringen.se/4933fd/contentassets/127b80d33b084194a415d72b85721874/1617116
00web.pdf 
 
The funding mentioned above (grant for non-profit cultural heritage work) is distributed by the 
Swedish National Heritage Board and can be applied for once a year by non-profit cultural 
heritage organisations, including those working with intangible cultural heritage: 
https://www.raa.se/lagar-och-stod/bidrag-anslag-och-fonder/bidrag-till-kulturarvsarbete/. The 
grant normally comprises SEK 9 million per year. In 2021, the Government added an additional 
SEK 20 million to the appropriation in order to mitigate the financial consequences of the 
coronavirus pandemic for non-profit cultural heritage actors, including intangible cultural 
heritage practitioners. There are no statistics showing what proportion of the funding is 
allocated to intangible heritage work, but the Swedish National Heritage Board’s reports on 
funding show that projects that can be classified as intangible heritage work receive funding 
each year.  
 
Funding for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage may also be available through other 
cultural and heritage funding at both national and regional level. However, the concept of 
intangible cultural heritage is not often specified in this funding, which makes it difficult to 
assess whether safeguarding intangible cultural heritage is funded to an extent commensurate 
with the need, on an equitable basis in relation to the support given to culture and heritage as a 
whole. 

Do these forms of support prioritize ICH in need of urgent safeguarding? 

No 

Please explain how this is done or, if not, why this is the case. 

There is currently no specification in the criteria for applications stating that work on 
particularly threatened intangible cultural heritage is a priority. Sweden prioritises making 
visible the diversity of intangible cultural heritage that exists in Sweden and safeguarding living 
cultural heritage. 



Question 11.4 

Are cultural policies and/or legal and administrative measures that incorporate ICH and its 
safeguarding informed by the active participation of communities, groups and individuals? 

Some 

Explain briefly, giving examples, how these policies and/or measures are informed by the 
active participation of communities, groups and individuals.  

Knowledge of the guidelines and measures underlying the work of the Convention has been 
disseminated through the Ministry of Culture, the Swedish National Commission for UNESCO, 
Isof, the five expert nodes and their networks, which in turn have passed this knowledge on. All 
the documents underlying the Convention are available on the Isof website. 
 
One example is the seminar organised in 2019 by the Swedish National Commission for 
UNESCO and Isof to communicate knowledge about the Convention to NGOs and reach out to 
new actors. Information has been provided here on the Government prioritising fostering civil 
society’s ability to work with the Convention in accordance with the Cultural Heritage Policy Bill 
(Govt Bill 2016/17:116) and the opportunity to apply for funding through the grant for non-
profit cultural heritage work. 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Satisfied 

Target for the next report: 

Satisfied 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

SE will maintain the level of the baseline. 



12. Extent to which policies as well as legal and administrative 
measures in the field of education reflect the diversity of ICH and 
the importance of its safeguarding and are implemented 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 12 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 12.1 

Have policies and/or legal and administrative measures for education been established (or 
revised) and implemented to ensure recognition of, respect for and enhancement of 
intangible cultural heritage? 

Yes 
1 

It is a 

•  Education policy 

Name of the policy/measure 

The Education Act (2010:800) 

Established 

30-06-2010 

Revised 

Is the policy/measure being implemented? 

Yes 

Brief description 

Short description: 
The Swedish school system rests on the foundations of democracy. The Education Act 
(2010:800) states that education in schools seeks to ensure that students obtain and develop 
knowledge and values. The text below is taken from the compulsory school curriculum, which is 
based on the Education Act. There are corresponding wordings in the curricula of upper 
secondary schools, upper secondary schools for students with learning disabilities and adult 
education.  
Education should promote the development and learning of all students and a lifelong desire to 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN12-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN12-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN12-ES.docx


learn. It is to convey and embed respect for human rights and the fundamental democratic 
values on which Swedish society is based. Each and everyone working in the school should also 
encourage respect for the intrinsic value of each person and the environment we all share. The 
inviolability of human life, individual freedom and integrity, the equal value of all people, 
equality between women and men, and solidarity between people are the values that the 
school should represent and impart. In accordance with the ethics borne by a Christian tradition 
and Western humanism, this is achieved by fostering in the individual a sense of justice, 
generosity, tolerance and responsibility. Teaching in schools must be non-denominational. 
 
Understanding and compassion for others  
Swedish schools are to promote understanding of other people and the ability to empathise. 
Concern for the well-being and development of the individual should permeate all school 
activity. No one should be subjected to discrimination on the grounds of gender, ethnic 
affiliation, religion or other belief system, transgender identity or its expression, sexual 
orientation, age or functional impairment or other degrading treatment. All such tendencies 
should be actively combated. Xenophobia and intolerance must be confronted with knowledge, 
open discussion and active measures. The internationalisation of Swedish society and 
increasing cross-border mobility place high demands on the ability of people to live with and 
appreciate the values inherent in cultural diversity. Awareness of one’s own cultural origins and 
sharing in a common cultural heritage provides a secure identity which it is important to 
develop, together with the ability to understand and empathise with the values and conditions 
of others. The school is a social and cultural meeting place with both the opportunity and the 
responsibility to strengthen this ability among all who work there. 
 
The task of the school: 
The task of the school is to promote learning by stimulating the individual to acquire and 
develop knowledge and values. In partnership with the home, the school should promote the 
all-round personal development of students into active, creative, competent and responsible 
individuals and citizens. The school should be permeated by concern for the individual, 
consideration and generosity. In a deeper sense education and upbringing involve developing 
and passing on a cultural heritage – values, traditions, language, knowledge – from one 
generation to the next. The school should support families in their role of being responsible for 
the upbringing and development of their children. As a result there must be close cooperation 
between the home and school. [...] An important task for the school is to provide overview and 
context. In all education, it is important that overall, well-balanced perspectives are 
established. An historical perspective enables students to develop an understanding of the 
present, and a preparedness for the future, and develop their ability to think in dynamic terms. 
Link: https://www.skolverket.se/getFile?file=3984 

Question 12.2 

Have policies and/or legal and administrative measures for education been established (or 
revised) and implemented to strengthen transmission and practice of ICH? 

Yes 



1 

It is a 

•  Education policy 

Name of the policy/measure 

See below 

Established 

Revised 

Is the policy/measure being implemented? 

Yes 

Brief description 

Universities and higher education institutions are responsible for deciding on the content of 
their programmes within the scope of the general requirements for higher education in the 
Higher Education Act (1992:1434) and the requirements for higher education degrees set out in 
the degree regulations (1993:100). Universities and higher education institutions continuously 
review their educational provision and content. 
 
Studies of the intangible cultural heritage are a constituent of several subjects and study 
programmes offered at universities and university colleges, for example conservation, 
ethnology, history, culture studies, anthropology and musicology at Swedish universities and 
colleges. In addition, specialised courses or programmes in, for example, folk music, artistic and 
craft subjects are offered at higher education institutions (see B.6.1 and B.6.2). 

Question 12.3 

Have policies and/or legal and administrative measures for education been established (or 
revised) and implemented that promote mother tongue instruction and multilingual 
education? 

Yes 
1 

It is a 

•  Education policy 

•  Legal measure 



Name of the policy/measure 

The Language Act (2009:600) 

Established 

28-05-2009 

Revised 

Is the policy/measure being implemented? 

Yes 

Brief description 

The Language Act (2009:600) protects the Swedish language and linguistic diversity in Sweden, 
as well as the individual’s access to languages. The Act also contains provisions on the 
responsibility of the public sector to provide individuals with access to languages, and on the 
use of languages in public activities and in international contexts. 
The public sector has a particular responsibility to protect and promote national minority 
languages (Finnish, Yiddish, Meänkieli, Romani Chib and Sami) and Swedish sign language. 
People whose mother tongue is not Swedish should be given the opportunity to develop and 
use their mother tongue. The Education Act (2010:800) regulates the right to tuition in the 
child’s mother tongue. 
 
Mother tongue tuition gives students with a mother tongue other than Swedish the 
opportunity to study their mother tongue as a subject at school. However, the rules for mother 
tongue tuition differ depending on whether the language in question is a national minority 
language or another mother tongue. Education authorities have a responsibility to ensure that 
children and students have the opportunity to develop their mother tongue. The content and 
scope of the responsibility varies according to the type of school. 
 
For compulsory schools, compulsory schools for students with learning disabilities, special 
schools and Sami schools, a student who has a parent or guardian with a mother tongue other 
than Swedish must be offered mother tongue tuition if this language is the everyday language 
in the home and the student has a basic knowledge of the language. However, these 
requirements do not apply to a student belonging to one of the national minorities. Such a 
student shall be offered mother tongue tuition in the student’s national minority language, 
even if the language is not the everyday language in the student’s home and even if the student 
has no prior knowledge of the language. 
 
Education authorities are obliged to offer mother tongue tuition for students in upper 
secondary schools and upper secondary schools for students with learning disabilities. A 



student in these types of school must be offered mother tongue tuition if at least one of their 
parents or guardians has a language other than Swedish as their mother tongue, if the language 
is the student’s everyday language, and if the student has a good knowledge of the language. 
The requirements that the language must be the parent’s or guardian’s mother tongue and that 
the language must be the everyday language in the home need not be met for mother tongue 
tuition in a minority language.  
 
The right to education in national minority languages for students belonging to a national 
minority has been strengthened, both in compulsory education and in upper secondary schools 
and upper secondary schools for students with learning disabilities. 
https://www.skolverket.se/regler-och-ansvar/ansvar-i-skolfragor/ratt-till-
modersmalsundervisning 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Satisfied 

Target for the next report: 

Satisfied 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

SE will maintain the same level of the baseline. 



13. Extent to which policies as well as legal and administrative 
measures in fields other than culture and education reflect the 
diversity of ICH and the importance of its safeguarding and are 
implemented 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 13 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 13.1 

Are the Ethical Principles for Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage respected in 
development plans, policies and programmes? 

Yes 

Provide additional explanation, indicating the sector involved.  

The ethical principles for intangible cultural heritage are in line with Sweden’s fundamental 
laws. Cultural rights are protected in the Swedish constitution. The Swedish Instrument of 
Government (1974:152) states that “The personal, economic and cultural welfare of the 
individual shall be fundamental aims of public activity” (RF 1:2). 
 
(See also B.9.3 and B.10.1) 

Question 13.2 

Have policies or legal and administrative measures for inclusive social development and 
environmental sustainability been established or revised to give consideration to ICH and its 
safeguarding? 

Yes 

In which of the following themes, policies and/or legal administrative measures have been 
established or revised? 

• Food security 
 
One example is initiatives linked to the European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development, which also cover the conditions for maintaining pastoral farming, a 
traditional form of agriculture that is mainly practised in the northern parts of Sweden. 
 
Another example is the “Traditional small-scale food culture” initiative (see B.13.4). 
 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN13-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN13-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN13-ES.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/en/ethics-and-ich-00866


 

• Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe 
 
One example is the work on the Convention on Biological Diversity. Sweden acceded to 
the Convention on Biological Diversity in 1993. The work on the Convention includes 
elements related to traditional knowledge and indigenous rights. In this context, it is 
particularly important to highlight the safeguarding of traditional knowledge within 
Sami intangible cultural heritage, such as the safeguarding of Sami reindeer husbandry. 
Sweden has a system of environmental quality objectives that are monitored regularly. 
One of the objectives relates to biodiversity. Measures to promote biodiversity, 
including traditional knowledge, are a recurring item in the Government’s annual 
budget bills. 

 

• Climate change 
 
One example is the work of the Sami Parliament on sustainable reindeer husbandry 
linked to climate and environmental change. In 2018, the Government increased the 
appropriation to the Sami Parliament in order to better meet the challenges of the 
future, including climate change. 

 

• Others 
 
Overall comment: 
According to the Government’s decision, Sweden is to be a leader in the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda. The promotion of inclusive social development and 
environmental sustainability is often a prerequisite for the long-term safeguarding of 
intangible cultural heritage. Thus, although intangible cultural heritage is rarely explicitly 
mentioned in policies or legal and administrative measures in the context of the 
Sustainable Development Goals, it can benefit from efforts towards achieving them.  

Question 13.3 

Have policies and/or legal and administrative measures that respond to situations of natural 
disaster or armed conflict been established or revised to include the ICH affected and 
recognize its importance for the resilience of the affected populations? 

No 

Provide any additional details  



Question 13.4 

Have policies and/or legal and administrative measures for inclusive economic development 
been established that consider ICH and its safeguarding? 

Yes 

In which of the following themes, policies and/or legal administrative measures have been 
established or revised? 

• Income generation and sustainable livelihoods 
 
Between 2015 and 2022, the Government will implement a special initiative on cultural 
heritage and historic environments related to food under the heading “Traditional, 
small-scale food culture”. The Swedish Board of Agriculture, in collaboration with the 
Institute for Language and Folklore (Isof), the Swedish National Heritage Board and the 
Sami Parliament, has been tasked with promoting a living and dynamic cultural heritage 
linked to food and food production. These agencies work together to make visible, 
preserve and develop traditional knowledge, the diversity of plant varieties and 
livestock breeds, cultural environments and landscapes. Through the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development, small-scale producers, cultural heritage 
institutions, regions, municipalities, associations and a range of non-profit actors have 
been able to apply for support and implement actions and collaborative projects across 
Sweden. 
 
Isof is responsible for ensuring that knowledge of intangible cultural heritage is an 
integral part of the work and the various activities. Among other things, the Institute has 
made a major investment in a “Knowledge base for traditional, small-scale food culture” 
to make cultural heritage linked to food and drink visible and accessible. This includes 
agriculture and fishing, diets, produce, plant varieties, livestock breeds, dishes, food 
production, tools and meals from different parts of rural Sweden. The material is varied 
and provides both a source of knowledge about food production and the context of 
food and an understanding of people’s relationships with food. An important part of the 
project is highlighting living culinary traditions and reinforcing the link with the work on 
the 2003 Convention and the national inventory. The knowledge base is web-based and 
accessible to all. Link: https://www.matkult.se/ 

 

• Others 
 
In 2020 and 2021, the Government has allocated special funds to support packages 
aimed at arts workers, cultural institutions and non-profit actors, including in the field of 
cultural heritage, that have lost income as a result of the pandemic. Among other things, 
the Government provided a total of SEK 1,606 million in crisis funding to the Swedish 



Arts Council in 2021 for allocation to cultural activities throughout Sweden. In the same 
year, the Swedish National Heritage Board was given an extra SEK 20 million to 
distribute to non-profit cultural heritage activities, including practitioners of intangible 
cultural heritage, in order to mitigate the economic consequences of the coronavirus 
pandemic. Additional support measures are proposed in the 2022 Budget Bill. 
 
Grants for non-profit cultural heritage work are allocated by the Swedish National 
Heritage Board and can be applied for once a year. These normally total SEK 9 million 
per year. Link: https://www.raa.se/lagar-och-stod/bidrag-anslag- 
 
The above mentioned support measures are those also referred to under B.13.5. 
 

Question 13.5 

Have favourable financial or fiscal measures or incentives been established or revised to 
facilitate and/or encourage the practice and transmission of ICH?  

Yes 

Do they ensure the availability of natural and other resources required for the 
practice of ICH ?  

No 

If yes, explain how measures or incentives ensure the availability of natural and other 
resources required for the practice of ICH. 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Largely 

Target for the next report: 

Largely 



Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

SE will maintain the level of the baseline. 
 
Comment to the anser "no" on question B.13.3: 
Policies and/or legal and administrative measures to respond to situations of natural disaster or 
armed conflict are established regarding tangible cultural heritage, but not directly regarding 
intangible cultural heritage. The intangible cultural heritage is related to this only indirectly 
through the tangible cultural heritage. 



14. Extent to which policies as well as legal and administrative 
measures respect customary rights, practices and expressions, 
particularly as regards the practice and transmission of ICH 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 14 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 14.1 

Are forms of legal protection, such as intellectual property rights and privacy rights, available 
to communities, groups and individuals when their ICH is exploited by others for commercial 
or other purposes?  

Yes 

Provide any details with regard to (a) intellectual property rights and (b) privacy rights. 

a) 
Intellectual property law (copyright) is regulated in Swedish legislation and protects artistic 
work (Act 1994:190). The protection arises automatically when the "work" is created and is 
valid for 70 years after the creator's death. The rules apply to all citizens of Sweden and award 
the creator an exclusive right to their intellectual achievement, regardless of whether this is 
literature, musical works, cinematographic or photographic work or works of architecture or 
applied art. In the so-called neighboring rights, there is additional protection for the 
performance of works or traditional expressions. This can, e.g., include performances of various 
forms of stories, song, and music, but also for the recording of sounds or moving images and for 
photographs that do not have a so-called level of originality. The protection is valid for fifty 
years from the year when the performance took place, the recording was made, or the 
photograph was taken. 
 
Sweden complies with international rules and conventions, e.g., the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which pays special attention to the right to preserve, control, 
protect, and develop their cultural heritage, traditional knowledge and traditional cultural 
expressions, as well as their associated intellectual property rights. The Convention for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage shall not be construed as being contrary to a 
number of designated international instruments. Such questions may, however, be raised in 
connection with the inventory work. These must be tried on a case-by-case basis and processed 
based on Swedish legislation. The report that forms the basis for the Swedish work on the 
Convention, Proposal for National Implementation (2009), includes a section on this, in which it 
is stated that the provisions of the Convention make it clear that the intellectual property 
regulatory framework and copyright do not restrict the possibilities of securing the intangible 
cultural heritage, but there are special needs and expectations from owners and practitioners. 
It is further stated that the spirit of the Convention is that these can be resolved in a better way 
by securing, preserving, and safeguarding this cultural heritage rather than through protection 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN14-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN14-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN14-ES.docx


in the intellectual property sense. 
 
The Convention does not take a position on whether anyone should, or can, have the exclusive 
right to exploit the intangible traditional creativity for commercial purposes. This must be 
settled within the intellectual property law framework. On the other hand, there may be 
legitimate claims to be able to control the dissemination, use, and access to traditional 
knowledge and traditional cultural expressions.  
 
The Convention does not intend to safeguard cultural heritage that exploit biological and 
ecological resources in violation of international instruments. Therefore, The Institute for 
Language and folklore (Isof) assesses whether there is any treaty that may be in conflict with 
intangible cultural heritage that claims to be included in the national inventory. The assessment 
is made on a case-by-case basis and in consultation with other public authorities - such as the 
Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management, the Swedish Environmental Protection 
Agency, and the Swedish Board of Agriculture. 
 
Regarding Sami cultural heritage, Isof's work is performed in consultation with the Sami 
Parliament. The Sami Parliament manages the Sami intangible cultural heritage within the 
Convention and has formed its own expert node and is part of the consultation group for the 
convention work together with the other public authorities and institutions. As Finland and 
Norway also have ratified the Convention, there is also a co-operation between the Sami 
Parliaments and Sami institutions at the Nordic level. https://www.sametinget.se/142412. 
The Sami Parliament also cooperates with the other Sami Parliaments within the Sami 
Parliamentary Council (SPC) and other Sami institutions for a common Sami cultural policy to 
strengthen the protection of the Sami cultural heritage, which includes the work within WIPO 
and the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.  
 
On 9 November 2021, the Sami Parliament and Isof participated in a webinar on Intellectual 
property protection and the safeguarding of Nordic indigenous traditional knowledge, with the 
intention to strengthen regional cross-border co-operation and increase expertise in the Nordic 
countries on intellectual property law and safeguarding traditional knowledge, or intangible 
cultural heritage. The webinar was organized by the Finnish Heritage Agency and the Sami 
Parliaments of Finland and Norway.  
 
The Finnish Presidency of the Nordic Council of Ministers focuses on the need for increased co-
operation between the Nordic countries to protect Nordic indigenous traditional knowledge 
and cultural expressions and intellectual property. On 11 November 2021, a conference was 
organized to launch co-operation on these common issues. The aim is to improve co-operation 
at the Nordic level in relation to the protection of indigenous peoples´ traditional knowledge 
and intellectual property; the aim was to improve the protection of the traditional knowledge 
of the Sami/Nordic indigenous peoples in practice by commissioning studies, developing best 
practices and training on the subject: https://www.norden.org/sv/node/53536 
 
b) 



The individual's right to privacy falls within the framework of human rights and is afforded 
constitutional protection in the Swedish Instrument of Government, Chapter 2, Article 6. 
 
All employees within the state should accordingly respect the common basic values for state 
employees: https://www.government.se/information-material/2014/09/common-basic-values-
for-central-government-employees--a-summary/ 
Further see 9.3 

Question 14.2 

Do policies and/or legal and administrative measures recognize the importance of protecting 
the customary rights of communities and groups to land, sea and forest ecosystems necessary 
for the practice and transmission of ICH? 

Yes 

Explain briefly, giving examples, how policies and/or legal and administrative measures 
recognize this.  

The right of public access (Allemansrätten) applies to everyone in Sweden, and it means that all 
people have the right to travel across private land in nature and temporarily stay there. 
Everyone has the right to pick berries and mushrooms in nature. The right is regulated in the 
Swedish constitution (Instrument of Government, Chapter 2, Article 15). The right of public 
access also entails obligations, such as requirements on consideration and care towards nature 
and wildlife, towards landowners, and towards other people. 
 
Sweden recognizes the Sami people as a distinct people in the constitution (Instrument of 
Government, Chapter 2, Article 17). The right to practice reindeer husbandry has the same 
status as the right to property in general. 

Question 14.3 

Do policies and/or legal and administrative measures recognize expressions, practices and 
representations of intangible cultural heritage that contribute to peaceful conflict prevention 
and resolution? 

Yes 

Explain briefly, giving examples, how policies and/or legal and administrative measures 
recognize these.  

All the measures that have been implemented and the documents that form the basis for the 
work in Sweden provide increased knowledge about the intangible cultural heritage and can 
contribute to peaceful conflict prevention and resolution among practitioners and other 
citizens. 



Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Satisfied 

Target for the next report: 

Satisfied 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

SE will maintain the level of the baseline. 



15. Extent to which the importance of ICH and its safeguarding in 
society is recognized, both by the communities, groups and 
individuals concerned and by the society at large 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 15 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 15.1 

Do communities, groups and individuals use their ICH for well-being, including in the context 
of sustainable development programmes? 

Yes 

Describe briefly, giving examples, how they do so. 

Sweden's cultural policy objectives state that culture is to be a dynamic, challenging, and 
independent force based on freedom of expression. Everyone is to be able to participate in 
cultural life. Creativity, diversity and artistic quality are to be integral parts of society’s 
development. 
 
To achieve these objectives, cultural policy is to: 
 
- promote opportunities for everyone to experience culture, participate in educational 
programmes and develop their creative abilities; 
- promote quality and artistic renewal; 
- promote a dynamic cultural heritage that is preserved, used and developed; 
- promote international and intercultural exchange and cooperation; and 
- pay particular attention to the rights of children and young people to culture. 
 
The objectives should also guide public cultural policy outside the government field. 
 
It is clearly identified in national public health policy that culture is one of the parts included in 
the target areas of the public health policy framework. This means, among other things, that 
the right and possibilities to participate in cultural life and in the democratic conversation, as 
well as to exercise and take part in cultural experiences, are seen as something that affects the 
health and living conditions of the individual and groups of people. Public health policy has 
been adopted by the Riksdag. It is not binding as a law but is integrated into many other laws 
and regulations. Link: https://www.folkhalsomyndigheten.se/en-god-och-jamlik-halsa-pa-alla-
nivaer/tema-folkhalsa-lokalt-och-regionalt-stod/vad-styr-folkhalsopolitiken/nationella-mal-och-
malomraden/ 
 
The connection between health/well-being and culture is strong in all expert node areas and 
several non-profit stakeholders point to the link between health and the exercise of intangible 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN15-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN15-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN15-ES.docx


cultural heritage. Knowledge and experience within the area contributes to increased well-
being in that it can lead to new contacts, access to new contexts, greater understanding of 
one's own district and people from other cultures. The majority believe that it also contributes 
to sustainable development as knowledge in the area promotes living a more sustainable life. 
 
One example is the working group consisting of representatives of salmon fishers in the Torne 
Valley. The work is done in collaboration with associations, societies, and the private sector and 
aims to preserve and carry on the tradition. "Intangible cultural heritage increases the sense of 
belonging, social well-being, and ecological sustainability in the village when the villagers gather 
to prepare fishing gear, build 'patas', and care for the environment by the rapids. The rapids are 
an important meeting place, a "living room" in the village. Intangible cultural heritage also 
supports social and cultural sustainability in the form of close cooperation between people of 
different ages, for example gathering at the rapids to fish." Link: https://www.isof.se/other-
languages/english/living-traditions/submissions/2018-10-15-hand-net-fishing-tradition-in-the-
torne-valley 
 
Several of the non-profit stakeholders emphasize that the practice and knowledge transfer of 
intangible cultural heritage can contribute to creating an understanding of different living 
conditions and worlds of ideas: "It leads to a sense of belonging with both people in the past 
and people of today with backgrounds in different traditions and religions." Celebrations of 
memorial days and holidays are also considered to create well-being and contribute to 
minorities becoming less invisible in society. In the report Mötesplatser i tiden (Meeting places 
throughout the ages) from 2018, the Church of Sweden has presented its view on how the 
church's cultural heritage can contribute to social sustainability: "The church environments and 
church spaces contribute, like other historical buildings, to the recognition, anchoring, and 
sense of belonging to the place and the people who lived before us - they are meeting places 
throughout the ages. These are spaces open to everyone, in celebration and in severity, 
including in areas where there are few other public spaces." The Church of Sweden offers 
hundreds of pilgrimages each year, organized by dioceses or congregations. The pilgrimage 
movement is a good example of how to use cultural heritage as a combination of existential, 
historical experience, and outdoor life.  
 
The Storytelling Network emphasizes that storytelling is a powerful pedagogical tool that can 
contribute to understanding, interest in, and commitment within scholarly areas that are 
otherwise difficult to grasp. Storytelling also strengthens self-esteem and identity and 
contributes to showcasing cultural heritage and bringing it to life. The Storytelling Network is an 
NGO accredited to the 2003 Convention and The Land-of-Legends programme was selected 
2018 to the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices. Link: https://www.isof.se/other-
languages/english/living-traditions/submissions/2015-09-15-land-of-legends-programme 
 
Aspects such as increased well-being and a sense of community are also highlighted in areas 
such as music, dance, and performing arts.  
 
The Sami Parliament emphasizes that the intangible cultural heritage is the core of the Sami 



identity and that handicrafts, music, Sami storytelling, language, and other cultural expressions 
are important to preserve and communicate. Another aspect is to teach the surrounding 
community about long-term use of the land. 
 
The authority responsible for one of the expert nodes, the National Swedish Handicraft Council, 
which in collaboration with a broad network works with knowledge exchange and knowledge 
transfer of various forms of crafts, believes that the intangible cultural heritage plays an 
important role in fulfilling the Agenda 2030 goals: "Old knowledge contributes to new solutions 
and crafts/handicrafts also serve as good educational examples. Traditions about caring for, 
maintaining, and repairing clothes and buildings, for example, are easy to understand. Methods 
in traditional gardening do not include pesticides and toxins, the use of local materials in 
building maintenance reduces the need for long-distance transport et cetera."  
 
The Church of Sweden organizes hundreds of pilgrimages each year. The pilgrimage movement 
is a good example of how to use cultural heritage as a combination of existential, historical 
experience, and outdoor life. There are several examples throughout Sweden. A pilgrimage 
center in Vadstena is operated by the diocese of Linköping, with a wide selection of retreats, 
courses, and walks for reflection and meetings between people on the way. Birgittaleden has 
been in Östergötland since 2011, a pilgrimage route that connects the diocesan city of 
Linköping with Birgitta's city, Vadstena. Along this route, you can visit places with ties to 
Birgitta. Another example is Pilgrim Vallentuna from the diocese of Stockholm, which is a 
collaborative project between Vallentuna parish, Vallentuna municipality, Vallentuna Christian 
Council, the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation in Vallentuna and the local historical 
associations in Vallentuna, Frösunda, Markim, and Orkesta. Pilgrim Vallentuna's three walking 
trails run between churches in runestone-dense cultural areas. You can read more about the 
runestones you pass on Vallentuna parish's website.  
 
Research and education 
Research and education in culture and health occur at several of the country's universities and 
colleges. The field of research is extensive and combines medical and natural sciences themes 
with disciplines within social sciences, the humanities, and art. A research presentation of the 
area is found in Sigurdson, Ola, 2014: "Kultur och hälsa – ett vidgat perspektiv" (Culture and 
health - a broader perspective), Center for Culture and Health at the University of Gothenburg.  
 
Another example is the course Cultural Heritage and Sustainability at Umeå University. The 
purpose of the course is to provide theoretical and methodological tools for dealing with issues 
of sustainability and the use of cultural heritage, both in practice and in theory 

Question 15.2 

Do communities, groups and individuals use their ICH for dialogue promoting mutual respect, 
conflict resolution and peace-building? 

Yes 



Describe briefly, giving examples, how they use their ICH for one or more of these purposes. 

The view that practice and knowledge transfer create understanding and respect between 
people is emphasized by practitioners in all node areas. It is emphasized, for example, that 
handicrafts and craft traditions around the world have much in common in the form of 
techniques, tools, and material extraction. In addition, there are local variations and traditions. 
"In the best of worlds, we can gather around what we have in common and start from there 
and with interest and commitment explore variations and the unique." Another aspect is that 
intangible cultural heritage in itself is transnational: "Woodworkers and artisans have always 
been inspired by other woodworkers and artisans and have often been quite mobile. This 
means that crafts and handicrafts from different parts of the world have been influenced by 
each other throughout history and you can see that the same or similar patterns and 
techniques can occur simultaneously in different places. This can contribute to mutual respect 
in dialogue between people."  
 
It is also considered important to participate in international networks where experiences are 
exchanged and similar cultural heritage and a common history are highlighted. It is also 
important to show that differences enrich and contribute to development and new knowledge. 
"This is one of the reasons why the National Association of Swedish Handicraft Societies 
participates in both a Nordic network for handicraft associations and a European network. This 
results in projects such as the annual Nordic Craft Week and crafts youth camps." 
 
The network of salmon fishers in the Torne Valley mentioned above are also representatives of 
the minority group Kvens (Kväänit in Meänkieli), who live on both sides of the Swedish-Finnish 
border. The descendants there still call themselves kväner/kvääni, lantalainen, and/or 
Tornedalians. Traditions that live on include small-scale farming, often combined with reindeer 
husbandry, hunting and fishing. During the pandemic, the conditions changed: "Everyday life in 
Haparanda and Tornio changed drastically when the otherwise invisible national border 
between Sweden and Finland was closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Our intangible 
cultural heritage remains the same regardless of boundaries. There are differences in the 
practice of tradition, but we have great respect for each other and resolve any differences of 
opinion through discussion. We make sure that all information is available in two languages - 
Swedish and Finnish, and in meetings with each other we are accustomed to using different 
languages (Swedish, Finnish, Meänkieli) and translating when needed. With the help of digital 
solutions, families, relatives, and friends have been able to stay in touch, communicate, and 
cooperate at the world's most peaceful border."  
Link: https://www.minoritet.se/Meankieli-ett-sprak-under-standig-utveckling 
 
The Church of Sweden has worked actively with "difficult" cultural heritage, i.e., such historical 
memories and remains that the Church of Sweden today renounces, with the intention of also 
being able to respectfully achieve reconciliation. One example is the seminar Painting 'the 
Other' on the wall - on anti-Jewish church art, organized by the Church of Sweden, the 
Cooperation Council for Jews and Christians, the Jewish Central Council, and the Catholic 
Church in Sweden. The symposium was open to all interested parties and had around 150 



participants. The purpose was to convey a collective knowledge of how common it is to see 
anti-Jewish stereotypes in Swedish churches, how the issue concerns the whole of society, and 
how we can relate to the difficult parts of our cultural heritage in a critical and constructive 
way. 
 
See also response under 15.1 

Question 15.3 

Do development interventions recognize the importance of ICH in society? 

Yes 

If so, how do development interventions recognize the importance of ICH? 

• As a source of identity and continuity 
 
The Swedish work on the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage is an initiative that includes development in the areas covered by the 
Convention. The coordinating public authority, the Institute for Language and Folklore 
(Isof), collaborates with many different stakeholders in the work of anchoring both 
knowledge of and views on the intangible cultural heritage to different target groups 
and to increase minorities' participation in the Convention work. Isof actively works with 
minorities and minority languages and engages language experts in Finnish, Yiddish, 
Meänkieli, Romani Chib, and Swedish Sign Language. Isof also disseminates knowledge 
about intangible cultural heritage through publications, lectures, and by participating as 
experts in various contexts. Throughout the work on the Convention, both the 
continuity of and changes to cultural heritage are highlighted. The intangible cultural 
heritage that is documented, passed on, and made visible is of great importance for all 
people's opportunity to find parts of their own history and context, to learn and pass on. 
 
On Isof's website, there is also a knowledge bank about the intangible cultural heritage 
as a concept and phenomenon, both in Sweden and in the rest of the world, the 
entrance to which is:  
"No matter where in the world we come from and how old we are, there is a lot we 
share in the form of crafts, rituals, traditions, dances, songs and stories. It can be about 
how we use nature's resources, celebrate our holidays, spend time with one another, 
the music we play... everything that can bring people together and that can be called 
intangible cultural heritage. It is not possible to see or touch but it is all around us. Some 
of these traditions are shared by many in Sweden, others by a few. Some traditions go 
back thousands of years, while others are completely new." 
 

 



• As a source of knowledge and skills 
 
See above. 
 
The consultation organization formed for the work on the Convention in Sweden has a 
network that includes various experts, both from cultural heritage institutions and from 
civil society. It has been important to make the knowledge that exists in all domains 
visible. The whole work with the Convention is also about building knowledge. The 
Swedish national inventory is also a knowledge bank on intangible cultural heritage (see 
above). 
 
One example is the knowledge among the indigenous Sami people and the other 
national minorities, which point to the close link between material and intangible 
cultural heritage. Several Sami stakeholders have emphasized the right to manage their 
own cultural heritage by using their own knowledge and their own tradition.  
The website Minoritet.se disseminates knowledge about Sweden's national minorities: 
Jews, Roma, Sami, Swedish Finns, and Tornedalians. The website contains information 
on Sweden's minority commitments, current legislation, and government information 
from the Sami Parliament and the Stockholm County Administrative Board. Link: 
https://minoritet.se/om_minoritet 

 

• As a resource to enable sustainable development 
 
The importance of intangible cultural heritage for sustainable development is 
highlighted through the work on the Convention in Sweden. This is evident, among 
other things, in the guidelines for international nominations that the Institute for 
Language and Folklore has developed on behalf of the Government (Handling of 
nomination proposals for UNESCO lists and registers for the intangible cultural 
heritage", Ref no: 14-19/0567). One of the criteria that is a priority for Sweden when 
making an international nomination is proposals that promote sustainable 
development.  
 
The Sami cultural heritage is defined on the basis of a holistic view of culture that 
includes sustainability and the importance of protecting nature as a basis for reindeer 
husbandry, food tradition, duodji (Sami crafts), the yoik (the Sami singing tradition), 
rituals and the Sami lifestyle in general. The Sami's traditional lands are being exploited 
at an increasing rate, which contributes to conflicts between the Sami and other 
interests. Sami stakeholders therefore emphasize that the dissemination of knowledge 
about intangible cultural heritage can contribute to increased awareness and can show 
alternative paths in, for example, the use of nature's resources. It is also pointed out 
that the climate movement has increased cooperation with Sami stakeholders in terms 
of sustainable use of natural resources. 



 
Land use issues are integrated into the Sami Parliament's work with the global 
sustainability objectives, the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Climate Convention, 
languages, intangible cultural heritage. They are integrated in the work with recognition 
and implementation of Sami rights, Sami self-determination and the principle of Free, 
Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC). The "Sami Parliament's strategy for international 
work and co-operation" (2020-02-02) is based on the premise that "the Sami Parliament 
and the Sami people have important experiences and knowledge that can promote 
positive sustainable development and contribute to solutions to the global challenges 
facing the world".  

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Satisfied 

Target for the next report: 

Satisfied 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

SE will continue the work at the same level for the next reporting period. 



16. Extent to which the importance of safeguarding ICH is 
recognized through inclusive plans and programmes that foster self-
respect and mutual respect. 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 16 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 16.1 

Are ICH safeguarding plans and programmes inclusive of all sectors and strata of society, 
including: 

• Indigenous peoples 
 
Sweden has formed an organization for the implementation of the 2003 Convention 
which includes the Institute for Language and Folklore as a central coordinating 
authority and five "nodes" for different areas within the ICH-field. The Sami Parliament 
is responsible for the Node E: intangible cultural heritage of the Sami people. The Sami 
Parliament also takes part in the Consultation Group (see B.1.3). 
 
Cultural rights are constitutionally protected in Sweden. The Instrument of Government 
(Regeringsformen 1974:152) declares that "The personal, economic and cultural welfare 
of the individual shall be fundamental aims of public activity" (RF 1:2). The same article 
states that "The opportunities of the Sami people and ethnic, linguistic and religious 
minorities to preserve and develop a cultural and social life of their own shall be 
promoted." 
 
Also see B.10.1 and below 

 

• Groups with different ethnic identities 
 
See above. 
 
In 1999, the Swedish Riksdag decided to recognize Jews, Roma, Sami, Swedish Finns, 
and Tornedalians as national minorities in Sweden. The Language Act (SFS 2009:600) 
also stipulates that Sweden has five national minority languages: Finnish, Yiddish, 
Meänkieli, Romani Chib, and Sami. Those who belong to a national minority have 
particularly strong rights to use their national minority language and practice their 
culture in Sweden. Children's right to their language and culture is of particular 
importance. 
 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN16-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN16-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN16-ES.docx


The Institute for Language and Folklore (Isof) is a government agency that collects, 
builds up, and disseminates knowledge about language and culture in multilingual 
Sweden. Isof has a government mandate to work with minorities and minority 
languages. Isof also distributes government grants to projects and initiatives for the 
knowledge transfer of languages and linguistically borne cultural heritage. The Sami 
Parliament is responsible for language care in the Sami languages. 
 
According to appropriation directions, Isof must also "report in particular on how the 
authority, based on its activities and experiences from special assignments within the 
scope of the Government's strategy for Roma inclusion 2012-2032, has contributed to 
making Roma language and Roma culture visible, preserve and develop the same." 
(Appropriation directions for the financial year 2021) 
 
In 2022-2024, the work for national minorities and national minority languages will be 
strengthened by SEK 90 million per year. Support to culture of national minorities in the 
field of cultural policy is also strengthened.  
 
The national minorities are also represented in the organization that has been built up 
for the work on the 2003 Convention in Sweden and is part of the networks that exist 
around the five expert nodes. 
 
The National Heritage Board allocate grants for special measures intended to document 
and pass on cultural heritage. The aim is to strengthen the role of NGOs in work with the 
cultural heritage. Priority is given to the cultural heritage of the national minorities (see 
B.9.1 and B.13.4). The Swedish Arts Council annually allocates funds for culture in the 
national minority languages. 
 
See also 7.2 

 

• Migrants, immigrants and refugees 
 
See above. 
 
The basis for Swedish integration policy is that everyone should be part of the 
community of society regardless of where they were born and their ethnic background. 
This also covers the cultural area. 
 
In December 2009, the Swedish Parliament adopted a number of national goals for 
cultural policy (Prop. 2009/10:3 – Tid för kultur). The goals steer government cultural 
policy and the overall goal is formulated as "Culture is to be a dynamic, challenging and 
independent force, based on freedom of expression. Everyone is to be able to 
participate in cultural life. 



http://www.regeringen.se/contentassets/5afd813ffae94dae91e9db0f8725c3b6/ 
tid-for-kultur-prop.-2009103 
 
On 31 May 2017, Parliament approved the Cultural Heritage Bill (prop. 2016/17:116). 
The Bill devotes a special section to the work with the UNESCO Convention for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. The aim is that the cultural heritage 
will be a concern for everyone, and one way to achieve this is to promote co-creation 
and involvement. 
 
The Institute for Language and Folklore shall, like other authorities responsible for the 
nodes, per its instructions "integrate in its activities a gender equality, diversity, and 
child-sensitive perspective as well as international and intercultural exchange and 
cooperation" Ordinance (SFS 2009:743). The Swedish Arts Council also has this task in 
accordance with its instructions. 

 

• People of different ages 
 
See above. 

 

• People of different genders 
 
See above. 
 
According to its instructions, the Swedish Arts Council has an overall responsibility for 
promoting equal rights and opportunities within its area of activity, regardless of sexual 
orientation, gender identity, and gender expression. 

 

• Persons with disabilities  
 
See above. 
 
The Act on the Accessibility of Digital Public Services is effective as of 1 January 2019. 
The purpose of the Directive is to improve the accessibility of public stakeholders' 
websites and apps, especially for people with disabilities. In June 2021, the Institute for 
Language and Folklore, which is responsible for the national inventory work, launched a 
completely new website that has been adapted for accessibility in accordance with the 
directive. The authority also conducts plain language work that emphasizes the 
importance of alignment - adapting the text to the reader's needs. Isof also works with 



Swedish Sign Language. Sign language does not have the status of a national minority 
language, but according to the Language Act, society has a responsibility to protect and 
promote Swedish sign language, as well. 
 
The Swedish Arts Council and the Swedish National Heritage Board both have an overall 
responsibility, sector responsibility, for disability issues related to the two authorities' 
respective areas of activity. Within the scope of this responsibility, the two authorities 
must be unifying, supportive, and proactive in relation to other relevant stakeholders.  

 

• Members of vulnerable groups 
 
The same rules, rights, and obligations apply to all citizens in Sweden. Discrimination 
laws also manifest a prohibition against discriminating against persons on the grounds 
of gender, gender identity or gender expression, ethnicity, religion or other belief, 
disability, sexual orientation, or age. Laws, ordinances, guidelines, plans, etc. are 
permeated by these principles. 

 

• Others 
 
With the Cultural Heritage Bill the Swedish government took a holistic approach to the 
cultural heritage sphere, making it a separate policy field for the first time. The Bill 
devotes a special section to the work with the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding 
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. It stresses that the premise for the application of the 
Convention in Sweden should be “to promote and strengthen civil society’s own 
potential to preserve, pass on and develop the intangible cultural heritage.” 

Question 16.2 

Do safeguarding plans and programmes for ICH in general and/or for specific elements of ICH 
(whether or not inscribed on the Lists of the 2003 Convention) foster self-respect within and 
mutual respect between communities, groups and individuals? 

Yes 

Explain briefly how they foster self-respect within and mutual respect between communities, 
groups and individuals, providing examples.  

A number of stakeholders have been involved in the work of developing the framework for the 
design of the work with the 2003 Convention in Sweden. The work with the Convention has led 
to new creative forms of collaboration and exchanges of knowledge between different 
stakeholders in the field of culture. It is about the cooperation between the 



authorities/institutions that are responsible for the expert nodes, but also about meetings 
between all those covered by the Convention - practitioners, various volunteers and those 
active in fields such as documentation and preservation, accessibility, education and research, 
which not only has led to increased knowledge, but also to mutual respect and insights into the 
importance of different perspectives. 
 
Since the work with the Convention began, several progress reports on the work have been 
submitted to the Ministry of Culture. These show that safeguarding in the Swedish context is 
about traditions and expressions that people perceive as important, but also about raising 
awareness of cultural heritage, and that more people should be able to enjoy the diversity of 
cultural heritage, which can have a great impact on people's sense of belonging. The entire 
inventory work aims to be a path to both self-respect and mutual respect between people. In 
the data provided to the Government, the national inventorying has been emphasized as the 
inventory, unlike UNESCO's international lists, provides an opportunity to present many 
examples of the diversity of elements that the intangible cultural heritage in Sweden can 
include. The inventory also provides an opportunity for increased participation, and is a way to 
highlight, anchor and engage. Only such intangible cultural heritage that is compatible with 
current instruments on human rights and with the demands placed on mutual respect between 
local communities, groups and individuals and on sustainable development can be included in 
the inventory and in the work with the Convention in Sweden. https://www.isof.se/lar-dig-
mer/kunskapsbanker/lar-dig-mer-om-immateriell-kulturarv/konventionen-i-sverige 
 
Curricula and steering documents also state that knowledge about the intangible cultural 
heritage is an integral part of the Swedish school system. Already in preschool it is the task to 
"pass on a cultural heritage – values, traditions and history, language and knowledge". The 
curriculum for compulsory school emphasizes that "Awareness of one's own cultural origins and 
sharing in a common cultural heritage provides a secure identity which it is important to 
develop, together with the ability to understand and empathize with the values and conditions 
of others". 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Satisfied 

Target for the next report: 



Satisfied 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

SE will maintain the same baseline for the next periodic report. 



17. Extent to which communities, groups and individuals participate 
widely in raising awareness about the importance of ICH and its 
safeguarding 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 17 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 17.1 

Do awareness-raising actions reflect the widest possible and inclusive participation of the 
concerned communities, groups and individuals? 

Yes 

Describe briefly, giving examples, how participation is ensured. If it is not, please explain 
why. 

Within all expert nodes, a number of activities are organized in the form of projects, 
programmes, courses and training courses in which practitioners participate and are involved in 
work to increase knowledge of the intangible cultural heritage. This may, for example, apply to 
evening courses on music, storytelling, rituals, crafts, and other intangible cultural heritage (see 
B.2.3, B.3.1, B.4.2, B.4.3, B.8.1, and B.19.2). 
 
Below follow some further examples of awareness-raising actions that reflect the widest 
possible and inclusive participation of the concerned communities, groups and individuals 
within the different expert nodes: 
 
Node A, oral traditions and expressions, social practices, rituals and festive events: 
 
The Institute for Language and Folklore (Isof) collaborates with a number of communities, 
groups, and individuals in the national inventory work, which can be seen as a way to raise 
awareness of intangible cultural heritage. The following are a few examples. The carnival in 
Hammarkullen, Göteborg, is an annual event with roots in various parts of the world. The 
carnival is organized by a number of associations in Hammarkullen's community, which have 
participated in the inventorying and the work of raising awareness of the carnival as a common 
intangible cultural heritage. Another example is the tradition to celebrate Vasilica, a roman 
ritual, primarily celebrated by Roma who have come to Sweden from the Balkans. The 
inventory work was carried out within the scope of a collaboration with Roma groups. The 
Swedish "fika", taking a break with one or more others, to socialize, talk, drink coffee and eat 
something at the same time, has been described through a proposal from and a collaboration 
with a private person, who also has been engaged in the work with awareness-raising about 
ICH. 
 
Isof collaborates with or hosts a number of different expert and reference groups, including 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN17-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN17-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN17-ES.docx


those representing the national minorities. Isof also works to raise knowledge and awareness of 
the intangible cultural heritage by documenting in collaboration with the public. At present, 
more than 1 000 people are part of the contact network that receives Isof's and contributes to a 
common cultural heritage. The collected material provides a broad, varied, and comprehensive 
picture of people's lives and work, everyday life and celebrations, experiences and memories. 
Isof´s archives are also open for visitors, and many communities, groups and individuals receive 
help in finding intangible heritage from different parts of the country. The Folklife Archives at 
Lund University operates in a similar way. 
 
Nordiska museet (Nordic Museum) engages practitioners in the work of increasing knowledge 
about the intangible cultural heritage, among other things by asking them to contribute stories 
and images linked to various collection themes via the Minnen.se platform. Examples include 
fundraisers for New Year's celebrations and student celebrations. In addition, there are 
collaborations and exchanges of experience between the museum and groups that represent 
different perspectives on intangible cultural heritage, such as Polish-Jewish migrants, people 
living in the Arctic, and Ájtte - Swedish Mountain and Sami Museum. The programme activities 
and exhibitions organized by Nordiska museet are open to the public, which means that 
everyone, regardless of gender, cultural and social background has the opportunity to 
participate. 
 
The Storytelling Network, Kronoberg, notes an increasing interest in the Land of Legends and 
oral storytelling, which is reflected partly in the number of visitors to the association's museum 
and partly in the increased demand for events in schools. Listening to podcasts has also 
increased, as has the number of visitors to the association's Facebook page. The Storytelling 
Network of Kronoberg is in itself a clear example of practitioners bringing to life and 
highlighting the intangible cultural heritage, in this case oral storytelling. 
 
Node B, traditional craftmanship: 
 
The National Swedish Handicraft Council, is responsible for one of the expert nodes and the 
exchange of knowledge and the knowledge transfer of various forms of crafts in collaboration 
with a wide network of practitioners. There are several associations and organizations within 
the node's area of responsibility that offer both short courses and multi-annual training 
programmes in many different artisanal techniques. Practitioners participate in all events 
organized by the authority and the node, and which are connected to intangible cultural 
heritage. One example is Sörmland's museum, which organizes both workshops and courses 
and conferences with and for practitioners with intangible cultural heritage as a theme. In 
November 2021, for example, the course "Traditionellt måleri – Hållbart och miljösmart" 
(traditional painting - sustainable and environmentally smart) will be held. The course includes 
elements such as colour history, components and properties of linseed oil paint, emulsion 
paint, glue paint, and egg oil tempera. The course leader is Thomas Lundqvist, a master painter 
who has devoted his professional life to historical building painting in cultural-historical 
environments. Link: https://sormlandsmuseum.se/boka/kurser-och-natverk2/ 
 



The National Association of Swedish Handicraft Societies is a non-profit organization, which for 
over a hundred years has worked to highlight the value of creative handicrafts. The association 
includes both regional and local handicraft societies. The aim is to inspire and invite skilled 
craftspeople to contribute to deepening knowledge. The practitioners can participate in 
activities and contribute through practical work. The association also manages a number of 
scholarship foundations and funds for distributing scholarships. The National Association of 
Swedish Handicraft Societies often engages practitioners in connection with seminars. For 
example, in connection with the convention People and Culture 2021, a seminar was held on 
the importance of the intangible cultural heritage (titled "Vad händer när ingen längre kan?" 
(What happens when no one no longer knows how?)). Participants in the seminar included the 
master tanner Lotta Rahme, who discussed the difficulty as an individual practitioner to both 
develop one's own handicraft and contribute to increasing knowledge within the tannery. She 
works as a teacher at a folk high school (independent adult education college) and teaches 
tanning, but it also takes time – and thus income – away from her own tannery work. Link: 
https://folkochkultur.se/ 
 
Node D, music and other performing arts: 
 
In the field of music and other performing arts, there are a number of both theoretical and 
practical courses and programmes where the roles of practitioner and educator coincide. Partly 
in the form of teachers usually being practitioners, partly by engaging external experts in the 
field for special initiatives (see for example B.4.3). 
The authority responsible for the node, Swedish Performing Arts Agency; Centre for Swedish 
Folk Music and Jazz Research, also keeps its collections available to the public, answers 
questions and helps interested parties to find the right material. 
 
Node E, the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Sami people: 
 
Sami associations and individual cultural entrepreneurs have training programmes in Sami 
traditional handicrafts and Sami languages aimed at the Sami. Subject areas for the course 
activities and other dissemination of Sami intangible cultural heritage operated by Sami 
associations and Sami cultural centers are often initiated by first-level practitioners. There is an 
awareness of the importance of the intangible cultural heritage in general and that all forms of 
intangible cultural heritage are connected. 
 
See also answers under 3.1 on education programmes on the intangible cultural heritage aimed 
at practitioners. 

Question 17.2 

Do awareness-raising activities concerning specific elements of intangible cultural heritage 
secure free, prior, sustained and informed consent of the concerned communities, groups and 
individuals? 

Yes 



Describe briefly, giving examples, how their consent is secured.  

A large part of practitioners' involvement includes specific forms or elements. They are often 
very active in the work of raising awareness about these. There are several examples under 
previous indicators. Below are a few more examples.  
 
Node A, oral traditions and expressions, social practices, rituals and festive events: 
 
As mentioned in the previous question, there are collaborations between Nordiska museet and 
groups that represent different perspectives on intangible cultural heritage, such as people 
living in the Arctic and the Swedish Mountain and Sami Museum Ájtte. People living in the 
Arctic participate in documentaries shown in the exhibition "The Arctic—While the Ice Is 
Melting". The Swedish Mountain and Sami Museum Ájtte is a partner in the development of the 
new basic exhibition about people in the Nordic countries at Nordiska museet.  
 
Node B, traditional craftmanship: 
 
One example is the project Korgen lyfter (the project is run by handicraft consultants in 
Sörmland, Skåne and Östergötland) which includes a call with the aim of gathering knowledge 
about basket makers, different basket models, and different techniques. The project works with 
exhibitions, social media activity, video blogs and more where practitioners/knowledge carriers 
participate and form the core. Korguppropet (the basket call) is part of the Swedish work on 
UNESCO's Convention for the Safeguarding  
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. See also response to the previous question. Link: 
https://korgenlyfter.se/ 
 
Node C, practices and knowledge about nature and ICH associated with material cultural 
heritage and cultural environments: 
 
One example is the working group consisting of representatives of salmon fishers in the Torne 
Valley. The work is done in collaboration with associations, societies, and the private sector and 
aims to preserve and carry on the tradition. Practitioners are highly committed to the work. 
Practitioners include - in addition to fishermen - family members, villagers, everyone who has 
roots in villages but also in the whole area along the river. 
 
Swedish Fäbod Culture, Förbundet för svensk fäbodkultur och utmarksbruk (the association for 
Swedish Fäbod culture and the use of outlying fields), comprises five regional Fäbod 
associations, which organize courses to disseminate and develop knowledge and skills about 
Fäbod culture. Link: https://fabod.nu/fabodvarlden/kurser-och-utbildningar/ 
 
Ålakustens kulturarvsförening (Ålakusten's cultural heritage association) work with 
safeguarding of the cultural heritage that has taken shape around the fishing of eels along the 
east coast of Skåne. They work to spread knowledge about traditions, and create interest in 
different aspects of the heritage, for example through cultural walks. Link: 



https://www.alarv.se/ 
 
Node D, music and other performing arts: 
 
The fiddlers' associations within the country's various provinces conduct regional activities, for 
example in the form of meetings, fiddlers' gatherings (spelmansstämmor), courses and the like. 
There is a very extensive course activity here, targeting both old and young people. Link: 
https://bohuslansspelmansforbund.se/aktuellt/evenemang/ 
 
Dance is the fundamental activity in most of Svenska Folkdansringen's member associations, 
which are located all over the country. Nationwide leadership training is provided for leaders 
within the organization. Courses and programmes in areas such as dance, costume, song and 
music, culture and traditions are offered both nationally and locally. A large part of this activity 
is for children and young people, such as through the many dance groups around Sweden. Link: 
https://folkdansringen.se/riks/var-verksamhet/barn-och-unga/rikstackande-verksamhet-barn-
och-unga/ 
 
Node E, the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Sami people: 
 
One clear example is the traditional Sami handicraft and its variables of expression and also 
knowledge in the utilization of the reindeer by-products used in traditional handicraft. The Sami 
Parliament also runs development projects with the aim of strengthening growth in Sami 
industries and promoting co-operation in Sami trade and industry. Several webinars have been 
conducted with the aim of developing the traditional knowledge of Sami food management and 
show how it interacts with reindeer husbandry, hunting and fishing, duodji, the Sami languages, 
etc. Among other things, a webinar on Sami food and food culture was held in the autumn of 
2021. 
See also questions 3.1 and 15.1 

Question 17.3 

Are there mechanisms in place that duly protect the rights of communities, groups and 
individuals, and their moral and material interests during awareness raising activities about 
their ICH? 

No 

Explain briefly, giving examples, how these mechanisms protect the rights of communities, 
groups and individuals and their moral and material interests during awareness raising 
activities.  

Question 17.4 

Are there mechanisms in place that facilitate the active engagement of youth in awareness-
raising activities? 



Yes 

Describe briefly, giving examples, what mechanisms exist to facilitate their active 
engagement. If ‘no’, please explain why not. 

Node A, oral traditions and expressions, social practices, rituals and festive events: 
 
Examples of measures aimed at children and young people include Isof's digital study material, 
teacher's guides and other material for both teachers and students. The material can be filtered 
by subject and/or year. The study material "Alla våra namn" (All our names) consists of 
different sections that cover different types of names in short and easy-to-read texts. On each 
page, there is also information linked to the text. The texts and exercises have support in 
several parts of the curricula for preschool, preschool class, and primary and lower-secondary 
school. This applies, for example, to the goals regarding language and cultural heritage and 
norms and values. The school material "Om personnamn" (About personal names) offers both 
teachers and students an opportunity to acquire initial knowledge about personal names. There 
are also reading tips and discussion questions that can help students to start listing names and 
writing down their thoughts. In addition to Isof's own study material, there are also study 
resources that have been developed in connection with an extra announcement of public 
grants to support the revitalization of the national minority languages. Link: 
https://www.isof.se/lar-dig-mer/kunskapsbanker/lar-dig-mer-om-personnamn-i-sverige 
 
Another initiative is Nordiska museet's investment in the project "Mitt liv" (My Life), a 
nationwide, digital collection for students in primary and lower-secondary school, started by 
Nordiska museet in collaboration with UR (Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company) and 
especially aimed at middle school. In a similar way as with Nordiska museet's collection project 
"Mitt hem" (My Home) from 1942, children can submit stories about their own lives, as a 
greeting to the future. The collection becomes part of Nordiska museet's collections, where the 
material will be available to future researchers.  
Link: https://minnen.se/mittliv 
 
Nordiska museet has also carried out a project with students in primary and lower-secondary 
school in collaboration with Unga Berättar (Speaking Youth), Stockholm School of the Arts. The 
purpose of the project is to give students the tools to investigate whose story is actually told in 
the exhibitions "Traditions" and "Table Settings", to then create their own story in the form of a 
film. All films are now available on the museum's YouTube channel and are also an important 
part of the museum's collection of contemporary traditions. The museum also collaborates with 
various upper secondary schools regarding Wikipedia and with various student groups at 
university level. 
 
Land of Legends Sweden works to strengthen each individual based on their needs and 
prioritizes children's own creativity. In the project Creative Schools, Land of Legends has 
developed a school programme with a focus on subjects such as democracy, gender equality, 
respect. In Ljungby municipality, the School of the Arts (Kulturskolan) has chosen to include oral 



storytelling as a course for young people ages 9 – 20. The Museum of Legends also has holiday 
activities for young people and they participate in the annual storytelling festival. 
 
The Church of Sweden attaches special importance to children and young people in their 
activities, among other things by having all decisions preceded by a child impact assessment. 
One example of how you can communicate knowledge about the church and its use is the app 
"Kyrkan" (The Church) (available where apps are downloaded) aimed specifically at children, 
where the ecclesiastical acts are introduced in a playful and inspiring manner.  
There are also special educational initiatives based on cultural heritage targeting children and 
young people. The visit activities at the most visited churches are usually extensive (the 
pandemic has, of course, affected these opportunities). For example, in 2017, Uppsala 
Cathedral had a total of 14 346 visitors, where children and young people constituted a special 
target group. Carrying on the church's musical heritage is also a challenge and the lack of, for 
example, organists is palpable. One way of working to arouse interest in the organ and church 
music is Visby diocese's work with "micro-organists". Link: 
https://helagotland.se/kulturnoje/mikroorganizterna-fyller-stora-kyrkorum-15696697.aspx 
 
Node B, traditional craftmanship: 
 
The National Association of Swedish Handicraft Societies, with the concept Slöjdklubben (the 
Crafts Club), works with children and young people. Slöjdklubben is available at various 
locations throughout the country. The activity is based on an education pedagogy where 
children get the opportunity to discover the materials and tools of handicrafts and develop 
their own ability to create using their hands. In Slöjdklubben, the approach and process are 
more important than the end result. Other important parts include putting your actions into 
words and to come together around a common story to let the imagination flow. Link: 
https://hemslojden.org/for-medlemsforeningarna/verktygsladan/slojdklubben/ 
 
In 2020, the National Association of Swedish Handicraft Societies conducted a mapping of 
children's and young people's activities in the national associations' various associations. It 
shows that many children and young people participate in the activities and thus contribute to 
the continuation of the intangible cultural heritage. Different types of activities are offered, 
both recurring handicraft meetings in the form of Slöjdklubben, holiday camps, and more 
outreach "pop up" activities in collaboration with e.g., libraries.  
One common challenge is reaching young people. They do not know what they are interested in 
and how to market themselves to young people. To some extent, this also applies to child-
related activities. Another is to bring new blood into the associations' boards to operate and 
develop the activities. A third challenge is to find supervisors who want to work with children 
and young people. Link: https://hemslojden.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/alla-blir-sa-
himla-glada-av-att-slojdaslutversion-april-2021.pdf 
 
The Roma Cultural Center in Malmö (RKC) has, with the support of, among others, the National 
Swedish Handicraft Council and the Swedish Postcode Foundation in recent years operated the 
projects Roma Crafts -Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow and Roma Crafts 2.0. Both projects aim to 



increase public knowledge of Roma crafts and enable Roma youths to try out crafts and thereby 
also develop and partially revitalize them. The projects also include work with children, the 
starting point is that the children are the artisans of the future. Link: 
https://www.rkcmalmo.se/projekt/  
 
Node C, practices and knowledge about nature and ICH associated with material cultural 
heritage and cultural environments: 
 
Friluftsfrämjandet (Swedish Outdoor Association) is a Swedish non-profit NGO, actively 
promoting an outdoor lifestyle. There are 316 local clubs all over the country and their certified 
and voluntary guides who arrange outdoor activities for local communities, especially for 
children, provide training in knowledge about nature, in leisure time, in preschool and at 
school: https://www.friluftsframjandet.se/ 
 
Node D, music and other performing arts: 
 
Several of the national associations, societies and networks that work with ballads, folk music 
and dance also organize courses and activities for children and young people. One example is 
the world music camp Ethnos, which is held every summer for young practitioners (ages 17-25) 
or Småland's folk music camp, which is organized by Småland's fiddlers' association for 
practitioners ages 8-16. Every year, the Västergötland Fiddlers' Association holds a folk music 
course, "Låtar på Västgötska", at Sjövik's course centre outside Alingsås, where young people 
can learn to play traditional folk music from Västergötland. Svenska Folkdansringen has a very 
extensive activity for children and young people all over the country (see B.17.1). 
 
Popkollo organizes music courses for young girls, which also provides regrowth in the entire 
field of music. At the folk high school in Ransäter, which mainly targets young adults, the 
emphasis is on imparting and transferring knowledge about different music genres. 
 
Node E, the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Sami people: 
 
The Sami schools are tasked with educating Sami children in accordance with the Education Act 
and the curriculum for the Sami school, the preschool class, and the after-school centre. The 
education at the Sami school is equivalent to that of the primary and lower-secondary school, 
but with the major difference that they also have the task of "giving Sami children an education 
with a Sami focus". Each academic year, the students in the Sami school have access to a 
number of culture days. The culture days aim for each student to learn more about their 
family's Sami traditions and practical life. The Sami school organizes courses in intangible 
cultural heritage such as handicraft, hunting, slaughter, and reindeer husbandry. The Sami 
school occasionally participates in the reindeer pens and slaughter courses to communicate 
knowledge. 
 
Sami associations, the Sami school and Sami sports associations organize language baths and 
other activities for children and young people that promote identity creation and a sense of 



belonging. Every year, the Church of Sweden also arranges confirmation camps aimed at Sami 
youths.  
 
The youth association Sáminuorra organizes activities for Sami youths around various themes 
concerning Sami cultural heritage and current issues concerning Sami society. The Sami 
Parliament has had various projects aimed at young people and language development and 
where young people have had a say and been responsible for the implementation. Tjállegoahte, 
the Saami Writers' Center in Sápmi, has organized writing activities for children and young 
people. Link: http://www.samer.se/5599 

Are youth engaged in collecting and disseminating information about the 
intangible cultural heritage of their communities or groups?  

Yes 

Describe briefly how young people are engaged, giving examples. 

According to the Swedish Internet Foundation's annual survey "The Swedes and the Internet", 
young people in Sweden live their own digital lives that differ from their elders' in terms of 
habits and use. Some social media is almost exclusively used by younger people, such as Tiktok. 
Among school children, 7 out of 10 follow a so-called streamer, influencer, or youtuber online, 
and it is not uncommon to hang out on digital gaming platforms with friends you have never 
met in real life. When Swedish youths consume news, it happens mainly on social media. A 
majority of the time, searching and fact-checking, looking up words and doing schoolwork.  
 
The use of social networks among children and young people continues to increase and it is 
mainly various image and film applications that are drawing them in. Almost 80 percent of girls 
between the ages of 12 and 15 are on Instagram at some point, 62 percent use it daily. 93 
percent in the age group 12–15 visit a social network at some point. However, the share of the 
age group who use Facebook is decreasing, the social giant has faced competition from other 
networks. 
Link: https://svenskarnaochinternet.se/rapporter/svenskarna-och-internet-2021/inledning/ 
 
Overall, children and young people in Sweden have an active dissemination of information to 
other young people on websites and via social media. The number of forums where information 
is disseminated is so extensive that it is difficult to get an overview. However, some summary 
examples of digital dissemination of information to and between children and young people 
can be mentioned:  
 
Node A, oral traditions and expressions, social practices, rituals and festive events: 
 
In connection with Nordiska museet's project "Mitt liv" (My Life), students can also read stories 
from children from different times describing their lives, they get to try different games and 
songs that they read about. The collections that take place in connection with this project are 



also intended to be communicated to the future. As mentioned, Nordiska museet has also 
carried out a project in collaboration with Unga Berättar (Speaking Youth), Stockholm School of 
the Arts. The purpose of the project is to give students the tools to investigate whose story is 
actually told in the exhibitions "Traditions" and "Table Settings", to then create their own story 
in the form of a film. All films are now available on the museum's YouTube channel and are also 
an important part of the museum's collection of contemporary traditions.  
 
Young people pass on the knowledge, for example by contributing stories via Minnen.se, which 
others can then read and disseminate to more people. The students who participate in the 
collection "Mitt liv" (My Life) use pictures and film to document their existence. Participants in 
programme points and exhibitions often disseminate the knowledge via social media. 
 
Node B, traditional craftmanship: 
The young people participate, for example, as workshop leaders in connection with the 
exhibition Roma Jewelry being shown in various places around Sweden. 
 
Node D, music and other performing arts: 
Young practitioners "exchange" songs, dances, and other forms of intangible cultural heritage 
with one another.  
 
Node E, the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Sami people: 
Young people often use social media and film clips and of course also at various gatherings and 
course activities aimed at them. 

Question 17.5 

Do communities, groups and individuals use information and communication technologies or 
any other form of media, in particular new media, for raising awareness of the importance of 
ICH and its safeguarding? 

Yes 

Explain briefly, giving examples, which ICTs and media are used for awareness raising and 
how they are used. 

In the above-mentioned survey "The Swedes and the Internet", a clear picture emerges of a 
society that is largely digitalized, and where the online life is an obvious part of both work, 
school, and leisure for most people. Of the entire Swedish population, we see that 9 out of 10 
use the internet every day and the mobile phone is the most used device. Among students, for 
example, 100 percent have a smart mobile phone that they use regularly. Even at home, the 
web is constantly present. 7 out of 10 have other connected equipment than a mobile phone, 
computer and tablet at home, for example a connected wristwatch or smart switches and 
lamps. The fact that the Swedish population is active online is reflected in the fact that 9 out of 
10 use various digital community services, for example at the Swedish Tax Agency, in 
healthcare, or at the library. 6 out of 10 have a digital mailbox, and every other person uses e-



services to travel by public transport. 
Link: https://svenskarnaochinternet.se/rapporter/svenskarna-och-internet-2021/inledning/ 
 
The organizations involved in the work with the Convention works to ensure the access to 
cultural heritage documentation through information technology, particularly web sites and 
databases, in compliance with regulations and in accordance with technical and scientific 
criteria and standards. All non-profit organizations involved in the work also have active 
dissemination of information to members on websites and via social media. Social media has 
contributed to the intangible cultural heritage being discussed to an increased extent and to 
the knowledge of the intangible cultural heritage thus being passed on to an unprecedented 
extent. In total, the number of forums where knowledge about intangible cultural heritage is 
disseminated today is so extensive that it is difficult to get an overview. Some examples of the 
transfer of knowledge within the nodes' areas of responsibility can, however, be mentioned:  
 
Node A, oral traditions and expressions, social practices, rituals and festive events: 
 
Nordiska museet engages practitioners in the work of raising awareness about the intangible 
cultural heritage and the practitioners contribute to disseminating the knowledge further by 
contributing stories via Minnen.se, which others can then read and spread to more people. The 
students who participate in the collection "Mitt liv" (My Life) use pictures and film to document 
their existence. Participants in programme points and exhibitions often disseminate the 
knowledge via social media. 
 
The Storytelling Network of Kronoberg's members are active on social media and share events 
and workshops in their network. There is a growing interest in oral narration, which is reflected 
in the fact that listening to podcasts has increased as well as the number of visitors to the 
association's Facebook page. 
 
Node B, traditional craftmanship: 
 
The National Swedish Handicraft Council: See above the example with the project Korgen lyfter. 
On Instagram, there are pages for Korgen lyfter, Älskade korg, and, on Facebook, the groups 
Korgtillverkning i Sverige, Pilflätning i Sverige. 
The National Association of Swedish Handicraft Societies has many who participate in the 
activities and thus contribute to the continuation of the intangible cultural heritage. Different 
types of activities are offered, both recurring handicraft meetings, holiday camps, and outreach 
activities directed by and targeting practitioners. Practitioners also participate as speakers, 
most of whom are available digitally and participate in films where special techniques are 
shown. These are a few examples from recent years:  
Woodworking craftsman Jögge Sunqvist: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEpgkgQerKo  
Tanner Lotta Rahme: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iw_ALFXhfoI  
Anna-Stina Svakko, master of duodji: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3nb9XogUKk 
 
In connection with the awarding of the National Association of Swedish Handicraft Societies' 



(Hemslöjden) scholarships and when journeyman's and master's certificates are awarded, 
scholarship recipients, journeymen, and masters share their unique knowledge and 
competence. 
 
Node C, practices and knowledge about nature and ICH associated with material cultural 
heritage and cultural environments: 
 
One example is the working group consisting of representatives of salmon fishers in the Torne 
Valley mentioned above, where the practitioners are involved in the work. Information is 
disseminated via the website, social media, newsletters and flyers as well as through 
participation in meetings, seminars, etc. All information is available in Swedish and Finnish and 
is disseminated in Sweden and Finland. Practitioners actively participate in the work. With the 
help of project funds, a film about the tradition has been produced.  
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKp7t4g-Lpo 
 
Swedish Fäbod Culture, Förbundet för svensk fäbodkultur och utmarksbruk (the association for 
Swedish Fäbod culture and the use of outlying fields), comprises five regional Fäbod 
associations, which organize courses to disseminate and develop knowledge and skills about 
Fäbod culture. https://fabod.nu/fabodvarlden/kurser-och-utbildningar/ 
 
Ålakustens kulturarvsförening work to spread knowledge about traditions, and create interest 
in different aspects of the heritage, for example through cultural walks. https://www.alarv.se/ 
 
The outdoor organizations are committed to spreading knowledge about the right of public 
access  
 
Node D, music and other performing arts: 
 
Generally in the node field, forms of digital media, such as YouTube and podcasts, are used to 
convey music, discuss conditions for musical performers and spread knowledge about different 
genres. 
 
The networks generally use media and digital platforms for both internal and external 
communication about the cultural heritage and current events. For example, Lokalrevyer i 
Sverige (LIS) uses a website, social media, and special events such as Revy-SM. Link: 
https://www.lis.nu/ 
 
Node E, the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Sami people: 
 
The Sami Parliament provides information about its work with the intangible cultural heritage 
on its website. Information is also disseminated through various media such as Instagram, 
Facebook, and TikTok as well as film clips on YouTube. It can also be short films and 
documentaries about Sami knowledge and Sami life and at film festivals such as Dellie Maa in 



Tärnaby. Sami associations, Sami cultural centers and organizations disseminate information in 
their networks and websites. 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Largely 

Target for the next report: 

Largely 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

SE will keep the same baseline for the next periodic report. However, there are questions that 
are important to keep in mind, especially with regard to the Sami Cultural Heritage (see below). 
 
There is no legislation that protects intangible cultural heritage, but rather people's right to 
their culture on a more comprehensive level. 
 
As mentioned under B 11.1 Cultural rights are constitutionally protected in Sweden. The 
instrument of government (Regeringsformen 1974:152) declares that "The personal, economic 
and cultural welfare of the individual shall be fundamental aims of public activity" (RF 1:2). The 
same article states that "The opportunities of the Sami people and ethnic, linguistic and 
religious minorities to preserve and develop a cultural and social life of their own shall be 
promoted."  
 
Intellectual property law covers various types of rights to the result of intellectual creative 
activity. The protection is thus aimed at intangible works in various forms and not tangible 
objects. Copyright is constitutionally protected in Sweden through the Instrument of 
Government, Chapter 2, Article 19. In Sweden, all operations that process personal data must 
comply with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). This means, among other things, 
that you must comply with the fundamental principles, ensure that the processing has a lawful 
basis, and inform the data subjects about the processing of their personal data. One of the 
purposes of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is to protect the fundamental rights 



and freedoms of individuals, in particular their right to the protection of personal data. The 
right to privacy is expressed in the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights 
and Fundamental Freedoms (ECHR). The ECHR stipulates the right to respect for one's private 
and family life, one's home and one's correspondence. The Convention has been implemented 
as law in Sweden. At the Swedish level, there is a constitutional right to privacy in connection 
with the processing of personal data, stipulated in the Instrument of Government. These 
fundamental provisions on the right to privacy and personal data protection form the basis for 
more detailed legislation on the processing of personal data, as in the General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR). Link: https://www.imy.se/verksamhet/dataskydd/ 
 
Node E, the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Sami people: 
 
There is a Sami will to protect the Sami cultural heritage, but there is no regulatory framework 
for this, nothing that protects Sami culture (except for copyright law, which offers some 
protection). This is a very current and important issue and is discussed, among other things, 
within the scope of Nordic co-operation with the Sami Parliaments in Norway and Finland. 
There are indigenous declarations, but nothing implemented in Swedish legislation. 
 
According to the Sami Parliament's cultural policy action programme, it is important that the 
Sami Parliaments jointly support the work of finding forms for the protection of Sami cultural 
heritage such as traditional Sami duodji forms and patterns, and that Sami design is 
strengthened and developed. The Sami Parliament works to improve the conditions for duodji 
as a culture and industry. Existing systems for the protection of intangible cultural heritage 
(patents, design protection, copyright, trademark protection) are not adapted to the cultural 
heritage of indigenous peoples and their needs. Among other things because they are valid for 
a limited time and only apply to new developments. In order to strengthen the intellectual 
property protection of indigenous peoples' cultural heritage, there are various alternatives, 
either to adapt existing systems and legal frameworks or to develop a new system (sui generis).  
Link: https://www.sametinget.se/142412 
 
See also responses under indicators B.11 and B.14. 



18. Extent to which media are involved in raising awareness about 
the importance of ICH and its safeguarding and in promoting 
understanding and mutual respect 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 18 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 18.1 

Does media coverage: 

• Raise awareness of the importance of ICH and its safeguarding? 
 
At meetings of the intergovernmental committee for the 2003 Convention, where new 
elements have been included on the representative list, Swedish media has often drawn 
attention to these elements. We saw particular interest when the Finnish sauna culture 
was listed. Such media coverage often raises questions about what intangible cultural 
heritage really is and how UNESCO works with the issues. The media, both radio, 
television, and newspapers, have on these occasions often invited representatives of 
the Institute for Language and Folklore (Isof) and the Swedish National Commission for 
UNESCO to explain and talk about the work. 
 
Occasionally, the media draws attention to the practice of various specific intangible 
cultural heritage around the country, mainly in local media, and mentions UNESCO's 
international lists. However, the term "intangible cultural heritage" is not always used. 
Sometimes, it is erroneously referred to as "world heritage", or cultural heritage is not 
mentioned at all, even if that is actually what is presented.  

 

• Promote mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals? 
 
The Government's possibilities to influence how specific issues are dealt with in the 
media are limited as a result of provisions in the constitution to protect freedom of the 
press and freedom of expression. Legislation in the field of public service, however, 
contains general provisions that the programme activities as a whole shall be 
characterized by the fundamental ideas of democracy and the principle of the equal 
worth of all people and the freedom and dignity of the individual. One important aspect 
is to reflect Swedish everyday life and promote a varied cultural offering, for example 
through content in the national minority languages Finnish, Yiddish, Meänkieli, Romani 
Chib, and Sami. The promotion of mutual respect between different groups in society is 
therefore ultimately something that public service companies work towards in their 
media coverage. 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN18-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN18-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN18-ES.docx


Question 18.2 

Do various ICH stakeholders and media organizations jointly establish and implement specific 
cooperation activities or programmes concerning ICH, including capacity-building activities? 

Yes 

Describe, using examples, such joint cooperation activities or programmes.  

The goal of Swedish media policy is to support freedom of expression, diversity, the 
independence and accessibility of mass media and to counteract harmful media influence (see 
above). Responsible authorities provide information about the work with intangible cultural 
heritage on their websites and through information directed to the media. 
 
Swedish Radio has repeatedly drawn attention to various elements on the national inventory 
and the international lists. On a couple of occasions, they have also produced more in-depth 
reports on the work with the Convention, including in April 2018 in the programme Konflikt, 
which is an in-depth foreign affair show that covers world politics and Swedish everyday life: 
https://sverigesradio.se/avsnitt/1046907. Another example is two longer reports about Isof's 
work with food as an intangible cultural heritage, which was broadcast on the programme 
Meny in March and May 2020: https://sverigesradio.se/avsnitt/1692751 
https://sverigesradio.se/avsnitt/1723724 

Describe in particular any capacity-building activities in this area, with examples. 

None 

Question 18.3 

Media programming on ICH: 

• Is inclusive 
 
The media's reporting on the various elements included in the representative list often 
has examples from different countries and practitioners and/or representatives from 
civil society are often interviewed.  

 

• Utilizes language(s) of the communities and groups concerned 
 
The Government does not map how the media covers individual issues. On the other 
hand, the range of programmes in public service must reflect conditions throughout the 
country and the variation in the population and, as a whole, be characterized by the 
ambition to provide popular education. The broadcasters must offer a diverse cultural 



offering as well as monitor, reflect and critically examine events in the various areas of 
cultural life in Sweden and in other countries. Furthermore, the international range of 
programmes must reflect different cultural circles and include programmes from 
different parts of the world. Programmes about and from the Nordic neighboring 
countries shall be broadcast in order to strengthen the Nordic cultural community. The 
many different cultures and cultural expressions that exist in Sweden must be reflected. 
 
For public service, there are quantitative conditions for the transmission of programmes 
in the national minority languages Finnish, Yiddish, Meänkieli, Romani Chib, and Sami. 
Special concessions aimed at media in minority languages are also available within the 
framework of the media support.  
 

 

• Addresses different target groups  
 
See above on how the media targets different groups, such as in different languages. 
Local media targets the local population in a special part of the country and draws 
attention to local intangible cultural heritage, which can promote local communities and 
identity-creating processes. 

Question 18.4 

Is media coverage of intangible cultural heritage and its safeguarding in line with the 
concepts and terminology of the Convention? 

Limited 

Provide any additional explanation.  

The media often reports on intangible cultural heritage (see response above), but there is some 
confusion with the World Heritage Convention. We often see that elements of intangible 
cultural heritage are called world heritage in media reporting. Greater commitment and more 
information on the 2003 Convention and intangible cultural heritage would likely minimize this 
confusion. The Swedish National Commission, together with Isof and the Ministry of Culture, 
has produced a fact sheet to simplify the dissemination of information and make it easier for 
journalists who want to write about intangible cultural heritage. 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 



exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Satisfied 

Target for the next report: 

Satisfied 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

A concrete target for the next reporting cycle is to make the concept of "intangible cultural 
heritage" more known in Sweden. The goal can be achieved through more dissemination of 
information from the competent bodies and institutions on the Convention. 



19. Extent to which public information measures raise awareness 
about the importance of ICH and its safeguarding and promote 
understanding and mutual respect. 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 19 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 19.1 

Do policies and programmes publicly acknowledge the practitioners and bearers of ICH on an 
inclusive basis? 

Yes 

Describe briefly, giving examples, how policies and programmes do this.  

In Sweden, the same rules, rights and obligations apply to all citizens. Anti-discrimination work 
is manifested in laws, regulations, guidelines, plans, etc. 
In the work on the Convention, special consideration is given to reflecting diversity and avoiding 
cementing generally accepted views on, for example, ethnicity, gender, age, class, sexuality, 
and disability. The authorities/institutions that are responsible for the work with the 
Convention have a responsibility to work inclusively in relation to the central government's 
value-based principle of respect for equal values, freedom and dignity. 

Describe in particular measures to ensure that they do so inclusively.  

Raising awareness of the intangible cultural heritage contributes to understanding among 
practitioners and other citizens and thus a broader inclusive approach. 
 
One example is that the main responsible and coordinating authority, the Institute for Language 
and Folklore (Isof), works with inclusive communication in all communication channels and 
actively and continuously discusses issues of diversity, discrimination, racism, etc. Isof 
collaborates with and includes many different stakeholders in civil society in the work of 
respecting different cultural carriers and to reach a broader audience and anchor both 
knowledge and views on intangible cultural heritage to more target groups and individuals. The 
authority also works actively to increase the participation of minorities in the Convention work. 
Isof has an established consultation procedure and active collaborations in its both scholarly 
and supportive work with the national minorities. (See also question 19.2, Researchers) 

Question 19.2 

Are public events organized that concern ICH, its importance and safeguarding, as well as the 
Convention? 

Yes 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN19-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN19-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN19-ES.docx


Are these events organized for: 

• Communities, groups and individuals 
 
Ever since Sweden ratified the Convention in 2011, responsible authorities have 
organized a number of events to spread knowledge about the Convention and the 
intangible cultural heritage. The following are a few examples.  
 
The Swedish National Commission for UNESCO organized a seminar in March 2018 
following the submission of the first periodic report to UNESCO. During the seminar, the 
report's conclusions and the significance of the Convention for Sweden and the 
continued work moving forward were discussed. Representatives from the Government 
Offices, relevant authorities, a number of civil society stakeholder and the Swedish 
National Commission for UNESCO attended the seminar. 
 
In 2019, the Swedish UNESCO Council also organized a seminar focusing on intangible 
cultural heritage in collaboration with Isof and Land of Legends Sweden. The seminar 
was organized as Land of Legends Sweden was included in the register of Good 
Safeguarding Practices. The seminar, which was opened by the Minister for Culture and 
Democracy, Amanda Lind, aimed to provide information about the intangible cultural 
heritage in Sweden where practitioners in the field were invited as speakers. These 
practitioners came from the Swedish Local Heritage Federation, Sätergläntan and the 
Institute of Handicraft. Other participants included several representatives from civil 
society organizations, the Government Offices, the relevant authorities, and the 
Swedish National Commission for UNESCO. 
 
The expert nodes that work with the implementation of the Convention are responsible 
for gathering their networks of the different types of stakeholders covered by the 
Convention. The National Swedish Handicraft Council, which is one of the authorities 
responsible for an expert node, organizes a number of seminars and workshops, some in 
collaboration with the node's network. These include both general dissemination of 
knowledge about the intangible cultural heritage, as well as dissemination and exchange 
of knowledge about safeguarding measures for various forms of crafts. 
https://nfh.se/om-nfh/seminarier-och-konferenser.html. In October 2021, the 
conference Kreativ omstart (Creative Reboot) was held - a conference on culture and 
cultural heritage as a driving force. The digital conference was a collaboration between 
the Swedish Arts Council, the National Swedish Handicraft Council, the Swedish National 
Heritage Board, the National Archives, the Swedish Film Institute, and the Swedish 
Agency for Economic and Regional Growth to provide inspiration and current knowledge 
that may be useful in the regional development work. 
 
A workshop on the Sami intangible cultural heritage was arranged by the Sami 
Parliament and Arts Council Norway in Karasjok, November 2019, in cooperation with 
the Sami Parliaments in Finland and Sweden: https://www.kulturradet.no/vis-



publikasjon/-/sami-intangible-cultural-heritage-20209. 
The Conference on the protection of traditional knowledge and Intellectual Property of 
Nordic Indigenous peoples, namely the Sami and the Inuit of Greenland, was organized 
as part of the Finnish Presidency of the Nordic Council of Ministers in November 2021 in 
collaboration, with among others, the Sami Parliaments in Finland, Norway and Sweden: 
https://minedu.fi/en/events/2021-11-11/e-conference-on-protection-of-nordic-
indigenous-traditional-knowledge-and-intellectual-property. Several digital workshops 
have been held in 2020 and 2021. 
 

 

• General public 
 
Public programme activities relating to the intangible cultural heritage and directed at 
the general public are regularly organized at the country's archives, museums, and other 
cultural heritage institutions throughout the year, including in connection with the 
Cultural Heritage Day. 
 
One example is the public exhibitions, showings, and programme activities that are 
regularly organized at Nordiska museet and which especially highlight the historical 
dimension of cultural heritage. It can be about various forms of intangible cultural 
heritage, such as celebrations around annual parties such as Lucia, Christmas, and New 
Year with Christmas tree decorations and dancing around the Christmas tree, Lucia 
processions with a concert, and New Year's balls. Another example is the "edit-a-thons" 
that the museum organizes to invite external stakeholders and private individuals to 
share their knowledge via Wikipedia. A current exhibition covers traditions at life's 
celebrations and annual holidays: 
https://www.nordiskamuseet.se/utstallningar/traditioner.  
An exhibition about the Arctic has received a lot of attention and shows living conditions 
in the Arctic region. This also includes faith and custom, myths, stories and fairy tales: 
https://www.nordiskamuseet.se/arktis  
The book included in the project has also been nominated for the Publishing Prize: 
https://publishingpriset.org/nominerade-2021-print/ and been disseminated widely. 
 
There are also a number of non-profit stakeholders who organize programme activities 
with a bearing on safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage, for example all the local 
historical associations (hembygdsföreningar) that are organized under the Swedish Local 
Heritage Federation: https://www.hembygd.se/shf. The Swedish Local Heritage 
Federation is also included on Sweden's national list as an example of good methods: 
https://www.isof.se/lar-dig-mer/kunskapsbanker/levande-traditioner/forslag/2016-04-
01-hembygdsrorelsen. 
 
Another example is The Storytelling Network in Ljungby, Kronoberg. The association 



wants to help keep the oral storytelling tradition alive, among other things by imparting 
knowledge of folklore stories and legends, and by highlighting people's own stories. An 
annual storytelling festival is held in Ljungby, where the Museum of Legends is also 
located. The Museum of Legends engages in educational activities in schools and at the 
museum, as well as through storytelling performances and "rental" of storytellers. The 
Storytelling Network is an NGO accredited to the 2003 Convention and The Land-of-
Legends programme was selected in 2018 to the Register of Good Safeguarding 
Practices. Their programme activities convey knowledge about the Convention, its 
significance, and the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage: 
https://sagobygden.se/sv/. 

 

• Researchers 
 
The concept of "cultural heritage" and conventions within the heritage field are 
repeatedly discussed during research seminars at heritage institutions and the country's 
universities and colleges, in disciplines such as ethnology, history, cultural studies, 
heritage conservation, art and design, craft, tourism, architecture, musicology and 
anthropology. One example is the seminars arranged by the Centre for Critical Heritage 
Studies, Gothenburg University. https://www.gu.se/en/critical-heritage-studies 
 
Another example is the international conference on Music and Minorities organized by 
Swedish Performing Arts Agency in collaboration with International Council for 
Traditional Music and Institute for Language and Folklore in Uppsala (and digital), 
October 2021. Music and Minorities was aimed at researchers and students in music 
and dance science, ethnology and related subjects. https://www.isof.se/pa-
gang/evenemang/evenemang/2020-06-15-internationellt-symposium-om-musik-och-
minoriteter 

 

• Media 
 
No major events have been organized. The media, on the other hand, have shown 
particular interest in the work on the intangible cultural heritage and the Convention in 
connection with various proposals for the national inventory and international lists and 
registers being updated. Swedish Radio has regularly reported on the work by 
interviewing various responsible persons. 

 

• Other stakeholders 
 



People and Culture is a cultural policy convention. The initiators are Länsteatrarna i 
Sverige, Regional Musik i Sverige, and Länsmuseernas Samarbetsråd. The non-profit 
association Kulturlyftet is the project owner. The convention is open to anyone 
interested in culture. In 2018, the work on the intangible cultural heritage and the 2003 
Convention was discussed. https://folkochkultur.se/ 
 
The Heritage Academy is a collaborative project between various cultural and memorial 
institutions, the University of Gothenburg, and Region Västra Götaland. The purpose is 
to function as a meeting place where theory and practice can combine and where the 
Academy can support the development of knowledge within the universities and 
cultural institutions. The Academy organizes an annual Cultural Heritage Forum, where 
the Institute for Language and Folklore has been an exhibitor and provided information 
about the work on the 2003 Convention. In November 2021, the theme was "Cultural 
heritage for the future": https://www.gu.se/evenemang/forum-kulturarv-2021. 
 
Employees at the Institute for Language and Folklore have also lectured on the 
Convention and the work on the intangible cultural heritage for a number of different 
associations, networks, and students. 

Question 19.3 

Are programmes for promotion and dissemination of good safeguarding practices encouraged 
and supported? 

Yes 

Explain briefly, giving examples, how such programmes are encouraged and supported.  

Throughout its work on the Convention, Sweden has emphasized the importance of working 
with good safeguarding practices. This is manifested, among other things, in the national 
inventory, "Living traditions", which currently conveys knowledge of five different examples 
regarding Good Safeguarding Practices. One of them is about The Multicultural Almanac, a 
work conducted at the Multicultural Center in Fittja. It is a method for documenting and 
disseminating knowledge about the celebration of holidays and memorial days in multicultural 
Sweden and how these change over time: https://www.isof.se/lar-dig-
mer/kunskapsbanker/levande-traditioner/forslag/2020-11-10-mangkulturella-almanackan. 
 
All responsible expert nodes work with safeguarding measures in different ways. The most 
concrete example is in the field of crafts, where a number of seminars and workshops have 
been held with a focus on transferring knowledge. In November 2021, the theme was "Korgen 
lyfter", a prototype for how to work with handicrafts and craft calls as a way to make visible 
and document knowledge, knowledge carriers and objects: 
https://events.magnetevents.com/Event/nfh-arskonferens-2021---del-3-44976/. 
 
One concrete support for various safeguarding measures is a grant to non-profit cultural 



heritage work allocated by the Swedish National Heritage Board, which non-profit cultural 
heritage activities can apply for once a year, e.g. activities within intangible cultural heritage: 
https://www.raa.se/lagar-och-stod/bidrag-anslag-och-fonder/bidrag-till-kulturarvsarbete/. The 
grant normally comprises SEK 9 million per year. In 2021, the Government added an additional 
SEK 20 million to the grant in order to mitigate the economic consequences of the coronavirus 
pandemic for non-profit cultural heritage stakeholders, e.g., for practitioners of intangible 
cultural heritage. 

Question 19.4 

Does public information on ICH promote mutual respect and appreciation within and 
between communities and groups? 

Yes 

Explain briefly, using examples, how public information on ICH promotes this. 

Work on the Convention has largely focused on information, by building and disseminating 
knowledge about intangible cultural heritage and creating national and international networks 
and forms of collaboration. Communicating knowledge, engaging and creating collaborations 
between different stakeholders increases diversity, participation and commitment. Increased 
knowledge of the intangible cultural heritage contributes to understanding among 
practitioners, between communities, and among different groups. 
 
The national inventory work, which shows a diversity of intangible cultural heritage in Sweden, 
is also part of the transfer of knowledge. This work is combined with a view of cultural heritage 
as dynamic and changing and with an awareness that cultural heritage can be used for different 
purposes. In order to prevent a simplified and one-sided interpretation of various elements on 
the inventory, special consideration is given to anchoring and participation among practitioners 
and a broad representation. The work reflects diversity and draws attention to previously 
underrepresented groups' cultural heritage and cultural heritage that has not previously been 
well documented. 
 
The work on the Convention has also included disseminating knowledge about historical 
methods, for example concerning resource management, which in itself can lead to a more 
sustainable use of our natural resources today, but also promote an increased understanding of 
different approaches. One example of such dissemination is the Institute for Language and 
Folklore's knowledge bank on traditional small-scale food culture: Matkult.se. At Matkult.se, 
food traditions are made visible as a significant intangible cultural heritage linked to the 
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. Making cultural heritage 
linked to food, drink and meals in Sweden visible and accessible raises awareness and 
understanding of different food traditions as a living intangible cultural heritage. The ambition 
with the knowledge bank is also that it will inspire the continued use and development of 
cultural heritage and help increase the number of food traditions on Sweden's national 
inventory of intangible cultural heritage. Making archive material linked to food and meals 



visible, accessible and comprehensible also raises awareness of locally and historically rooted 
knowledge and experience. This way, the work with intangible cultural heritage has contributed 
to past cultural diversity and expressions becoming available assets today and for the future - 
that information also contributes to mutual respect within and between different groups. 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Satisfied 

Target for the next report: 

Satisfied 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

SE intend to reach the same baseline for the next reporting cycle and continue the work on an 
inclusive basis. 



20. Extent to which programmes raising awareness of ICH respect 
the relevant ethical principles 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 20 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 20.1 

Are the Ethical Principles for Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage respected in 
awareness-raising activities? 

Yes 

Describe briefly, giving examples, how the Ethical Principles are respected in awareness-
raising activities. 

Swedish democracy is based on freedom of opinion and expression and on universal and equal 
suffrage. It is realized through a representative and parliamentary form of government and 
through local self-government. Public power is exercised under the laws. This is stipulated in 
the first chapter of the Instrument of Government. Public activity refer to the areas of 
responsibilities of the Riksdag, the municipal decision-makers, the courts, and the Government. 
The goal must be people's personal, financial, and cultural well-being. Promoting sustainable 
development that leads to a good environment is another goal. Society must also combat 
discrimination on the grounds of gender, skin colour, national or ethnic origin, linguistic or 
religious affiliation, disability, sexual orientation, and age or the like. 
Link: https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-
forfattssamling/kungorelse-1974152-om-beslutad-ny-regeringsform_sfs-1974-152 
 
The non-profit organizations in Sweden work to transfer knowledge of the intangible cultural 
heritage based on their own opportunities and specializations. These are democratically 
organized and open to anyone who wants to work based on the organization's purpose and 
ethical guidelines. 

Question 20.2 

Are ethical principles, as embodied in relevant professional codes or standards, respected in 
awareness-raising activities? 

Yes 

Describe briefly how professional codes and standards are respected in awareness-raising 
activities. 

As mentioned above, cultural rights are protected in the Swedish constitution. The constitution 
states, among other things, that the personal, financial and cultural well-being of individuals is a 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN20-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN20-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN20-ES.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/en/ethics-and-ich-00866


fundamental goal of public activities. In order to protect freedom of expression, the 
Fundamental Law on Freedom of Expression (YGL) was adopted in 1991. It also applies to digital 
media. The rules on freedom of the press and expression exist so that people can freely express 
their thoughts and opinions, discuss and advocate for their opinion. It is a prerequisite for being 
able to freely exchange information. One condition is that you do not insult or offend anyone. 
Link: https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-
forfattningssamling/yttrandefrihetsgrundlag-19911469_sfs-1991-1469 
 
All authorities responsible for the nodes comply with anti-discrimination laws and work with 
inclusive communication, among other things, from an accessibility perspective. Everyone who 
works for the central government in Sweden is covered by the common set of values for 
government employees. The activities must be based on, among other things, objectivity, 
correctness, freedom of opinion, and everyone's equality before the law. Public administration 
is also governed by laws meant to contribute to transparency and insight into the activities, 
such as the principle of public access to information, freedom of expression, and freedom of 
information (whistleblowing). All forms of discrimination based on, for example, gender, 
ethnicity, sexual orientation, or disability are prohibited. Link: 
https://www.arbetsgivarverket.se/jobba-statligt/Var-vardegrund/ 
 
Most of Sweden's museums are members of Swedish ICOM. ICOM's Code of Ethics support the 
day-to-day operations. The code is a minimum standard for how museum professionals should 
act. It is also important from the perspective that the standards formulate what the general 
public should be able to expect from museums and their employees. 
Link: https://icomsweden.se/verksamhet/etikutbildning/ 
 
The Nordic and Baltic network on Intangible Cultural Heritage is an informal network with the 
aim of sharing good practices on community involvement in a wider scope. The network 
envisages regular meetings open for all stakeholders and domains working in the spirit of the 
UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage. The work within the 
network is based on values formulated within UNESCO: "follow the spirit of UNESCO and the 
Convention's founding principles of dignity, equality and mutual respect among peoples and 
condemns all forms of discrimination, including racism, antisemitism, islamophobia and 
xenophobia. Furthermore, UNESCO applies a zero-tolerance policy against all forms of 
harassment and seeks to build peace through international cooperation in Education, the 
Sciences and Culture"; 
Link https://safeguardingpractices.com/the-nordic-and-baltic-network-on-intangible-cultural-
heritage/ 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 



exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Satisfied 

Target for the next report: 

Satisfied 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

SE intends to maintain the level of the baseline. 



21. Extent to which engagement for safeguarding ICH is enhanced 
among stakeholders 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 21 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 21.1 

Do communities, groups and individuals participate on an inclusive basis, and to the widest 
possible extent, in the safeguarding of ICH in general or specific elements, (whether or not 
inscribed on the Lists of the 2003 Convention)? 

High 

Describe briefly, giving examples, how community, group and individual participation is 
secured.  

The answer to the question will be different for the different organizations and practitioners 
that have participated in the work on the periodic reporting. The vast majority have a high level 
of participation, while others participate to some extent. 
 
Among most of the practitioners described under previous indicators, there is a very high 
commitment and participation in the work. The following are a few examples. 
 
Node A, oral traditions and expressions, social practices, rituals and festive events: 
 
Rituals and social customs are transmitted primarily informally within different groups in 
society. There is a great interest in knowledge about different forms of traditions among the 
general public. This emerges, among other things, through inquiries and visits to the national 
inventory, Living Traditions, on the Institute for Language and Folklore's website. There are 
several well-visited knowledge banks here, for example "Året runt i almanackan" (all-year round 
in the almanac). Link: https://www.isof.se/lar-dig-mer/kunskapsbanker/lar-dig-mer-om-arets-
namn-och-handelser 
 
Oral storytelling is transferred in many different informal contexts, but there are also 
Storytelling Networks all over the country, which are particularly involved in the work with the 
intangible cultural heritage. The members of the Storytelling Network of Kronoberg annually 
organize "Summer in the Land of Legends Sweden", where they present legends and fairytales. 
Students from the association's courses and programmes transfer the knowledge they have 
gained among, for example, preschool children and school children. Ljungby storytelling festival 
is the Nordic region's oldest recurring storytelling festival, where many practitioners and 
listeners gather. People from all over Sweden, the Nordic countries, and the rest of the world 
participate. 
 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN21-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN21-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN21-ES.docx


At Nordiska museet, practitioners participate in the knowledge transfer of the intangible 
cultural heritage through participation in programme activities, fundraising projects and 
participation in Nordiska museet's exhibitions, as well as participation in various collaborative 
projects between the museum and, for example, Stockholm University. To some extent, visitors 
to the museum's exhibitions and archives can also be regarded as participating in the 
knowledge transfer of the intangible cultural heritage, by accessing the content and 
disseminating the knowledge.  
 
Node B, traditional craftmanship: 
 
Practitioners are a prerequisite for the knowledge transfer of the intangible cultural heritage, 
whether it is education, apprenticeship systems, demonstrations and workshops, or 
inventorying, if it is to be done in a genuine and well-founded way. 
 
Node C, practices and knowledge about nature and ICH associated with material cultural 
heritage and cultural environments: 
 
Practitioners can be very involved in the knowledge transfer, for example of the knowledge 
about the Right of Public Access which is transferred via non-profit organizations, via oral 
tradition within the family and is also included in the school curriculum. Another example is the 
previously described work with the Hand net fishing tradition in Norrbotten, where 
practitioners are very much involved in the work. Practitioners include - in addition to 
fishermen - family members, villagers, everyone who has roots in villages but also in the whole 
area along the river (see B.17.1). 
Another example is the work carried out within Swedish fäbod culture. Förbundet Svensk 
Fäbodkultur och utmarksbruk, the association for Swedish Fäbod culture and the use of 
outlying fields, comprises five regional Fäbod associations, the work is dependent on the 
practitioners' commitment to continue farming. The Fäbod culture is also of great importance 
to the cultural identity of people who live in or who come from the municipalities/counties 
where the practice is still active. 
 
Node D, music and other performing arts: 
 
In the area of the node, the practitioners participate as independent artists, artisans, dancers, 
etc., both as professionals and as amateur practitioners. There is a great deal of commitment 
throughout the field. One example is the work carried out within the Nordic Psalmodikon 
Association, where the practitioners are not only participants but the ones who pass on the 
element. A more extensive example is the knowledge transfer of drinking songs (snapsvisor), 
which are partly highlighted in the form of events such as the Swedish championships of snaps 
song writing "SM i nyskrivna snapsvisor" (and a World Championship together with Finland) and 
publications with drinking songs, but above all through amateur performances at various 
celebrations. In various informal contexts, on birthdays and other holidays, there is a living 
tradition of sing-alongs (allsång) and songs for the occasion (tillfällesvisor). 
 



Node E, the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Sami people: 
 
The knowledge transfer of Sami cultural competence is to a large extent dependent on the 
commitment of individual knowledge carriers, and these people are also often engaged by Sami 
associations and Sami organizations as storytellers and teachers. Traditional knowledge is also 
imparted within the family circle. 

Describe in particular measures to ensure that this is inclusive.  

A large part of the activities carried out by different practitioners receive funding for this 
through various types of municipal, regional, and state grants; for all these there are goals and 
guidelines, which include an equal society without unfair differences. Several associations 
receive support through the study associations. One of the central government's aims with 
popular education is to support activities that contribute to strengthening and developing 
democracy. The goal of democracy policy is a living democracy where individual empowerment 
is strengthened and human rights are respected (see B.3.1). 
 
(See also B.16.1 and B.22.1) 
Below are a few more examples. 
 
As the authority responsible for the nodes, the National Swedish Handicraft Council is tasked 
with working with the national minorities, for example, which currently means activity funding 
for the Roma Cultural Center in Malmö and the Sami Handicraft Foundation Sami Duodji. When 
distributing project grants to associations and professional practitioners, emphasis is placed on 
the national cultural policy goals that aim to promote everyone's opportunities for cultural 
experiences and the opportunity to develop their creative abilities as well as the promotion of a 
living cultural heritage. 
 
Nordiska museet's exhibitions, collections and programme activities are adapted to the needs 
of several different groups. Special activities are aimed at children and young people. 
Accessibility to the premises is constantly being improved to make it easier for wheelchair 
users, walkers and prams. Audio guide is available in several different languages. Collaborations 
with interest groups are carried out continuously within the scope of specific projects. Nordiska 
museet is constantly working to include more perspectives and experiences in the content 
communicated in exhibitions and programme activities. 
 
The Storytelling Network of Kronoberg and Land of Legends Sweden invites an open dialogue in 
the work of developing programmes. Members are included in the planning.  
 
In the work with the Hand net fishing tradition in the Torne Valley, the practitioners have 
created a working group together with associations, communities, and the private sector to 
preserve the tradition, keep it alive, and pass it on. The cities have been invited and support the 
group's active cross-border cooperation in both Sweden and Finland. 



Question 21.2 

Do NGOs and other civil society actors participate in the safeguarding of ICH in general and of 
specific elements of ICH (whether or not inscribed)? 

High 

Explain briefly, giving examples, how NGO and civil society participation in ICH safeguarding 
is ensured.  

The answer to the question will be different for different organizations that have participated in 
the work on the periodic reporting. The vast majority have a high level of participation, while a 
couple participate to some extent. 
 
In most of the various associations and organizations described under the previous indicators, 
there is a very high level of commitment and participation in the work. The following are a few 
examples. 
 
Node A, oral traditions and expressions, social practices, rituals and festive events: 
 
Non-profit stakeholders working with knowledge transfer within the node's area have been 
included under, among other things, B.3.1. Special mention can be made of the entire 
Storytelling Network of Kronoberg's activities, which are an example of how an NGO 
participates in safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. When the association started in 1990, 
they were pioneers and quite alone in safeguarding the cultural heritage that storytelling 
constitutes. 
 
Node B, traditional craftmanship: 
 
The National Association of Swedish Handicraft Societies (SHR) with its around 13 500 members 
is included in the node Traditional craftsmanship and can be an example. SHR contributes both 
in its role as a national association and together with its member associations to a large extent 
to the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage in terms of arts and crafts. The movement 
contributes to an extremely vibrant cultural heritage through all the activities implemented in a 
democratic form of association, and throughout the country. Together with its around 90 
associations, SHR arranges courses, exhibitions, activities for children and more. The national 
association appoints apprentices and masters in hand weaving, embroidery, knitting, 
woodworking, wood carving, pottery, tile stove making, tannery, and costume sewing. All these 
activities aim at a knowledge transfer of the intangible cultural heritage. SHR plans, coordinates 
and carries out the annual "Handicraft Day" on the first Saturday in September. In cooperation 
with county associations and local associations, based on different themes where different 
techniques and materials are discussed and the handicraft movement and the entire operations 
are made visible for those who are not yet members. The handicraft movement thus 
contributes to disseminating knowledge about intangible cultural heritage to the public. The 
project "1 sqm flax" is one example of a national project carried out by SHR together with the 



handicraft consultants and handicraft associations. And that also reaches those who are not 
members: more than 6 000 people participate and learn about the entire flax preparation 
process from seed to finished linen in 2021. https://hemslojden.org/fa-kunskap/1-kvm-lin/  
Another example is the associations Sätergläntan Institute of Handicraft and Friends of 
Handicraft, which both operate higher vocational education programmes of key importance to 
the sector. 
 
Node C, practices and knowledge about nature and ICH associated with material cultural 
heritage and cultural environments: 
 
Förbundet Svensk Fäbodkultur och utmarksbruk, the association for Swedish Fäbod culture and 
the use of outlying fields, comprises five regional Fäbod associations, all of which work to pass 
on this part of the intangible cultural heritage. 
 
The Swedish Association for Hunting and Wildlife Management organizes a number of courses 
to transfer knowledge of intangible cultural heritage, including hunting with dog off-leash, 
which has been in Sweden for a very long time and is on the national list. 
Ålakustens kulturarvsförening work with safeguarding of the cultural heritage that has taken 
shape around the fishing of eels along the east coast of Skåne, called Ålakusten. They work to 
spread knowledge about traditions, and create interest in different aspects of the heritage, for 
example through cultural walks. https://www.alarv.se/ 
 
Node D, music and other performing arts: 
 
Most of the organizations mentioned under previous indicators work with the knowledge 
transfer of the intangible cultural heritage. This can be achieved through courses, knowledge 
transfer, training, special events or performances at traditional celebrations and holidays. 
Examples include all the fiddlers' associations within the national fiddlers' association, Sveriges 
Spelmäns Riksförbund (SSR), Visans Vänner, and Svenska Folkdansringen's activities in the form 
of dance and music performances at midsummer celebrations around the country. Another 
example is the activities conducted to pass on the knowledge of touring classic circus through 
the circus arts conservatory in Sweden, Akademien för cirkuskonstens bevarande. 
 
Node E, the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Sami people: 
 
For example, the Sami associations organize activities for all ages. The Sami Parliament in 
Sweden, Norway, and Finland collaborate on common issues concerning Sami intangible 
cultural heritage. There is also a need for increased financial resources for Sami associations, 
Sami cultural centers, Sami organizations and educational institutions, which could further 
promote participation within the Sami group and across age groups. 

Question 21.3 



Do private sector entities participate in the safeguarding of ICH, and of specific elements of 
ICH (whether or not inscribed), while respecting the Ethical Principles of Safeguarding of ICH? 

Limited 

Describe private sector participation in ICH safeguarding briefly, giving examples, and explain 
how the Ethical Principles are respected. 

The answer to the question will be different for different organizations that have participated in 
the work on the periodic reporting. The vast majority have answered "to some extent". The 
participation of private stakeholders varies depending on the domain (or node). 
 
Node A, oral traditions and expressions, social practices, rituals and festive events: 
 
Within this node, there are not many private stakeholders. However, some private companies 
can sponsor events, such as the case with Ljungby storytelling festival, albeit to a limited extent. 
In return, the association can organize workshops in storytelling at companies, focused on the 
participants' and the company's own stories. 
Hembygdsförbundet engages course leaders and lecturers with private companies. 
 
There are individual private donors who support activities within Jewish congregations and at 
the Jewish Museum. 
 
Node B, traditional craftmanship: 
 
Within the handicraft node, there is a high level of participation from private companies. 
The foundations Capellagården and Stiftelsen Hantverk och Utbildning (Leksand folk high 
school) also conducts training of key importance to the sector. 
Hemslöjd Media AB (owned by the National Association of Swedish Handicraft Societies) 
operates publishing houses and publishes the journal Hemslöjd with a circulation of 12 000 
copies. The journal has a wide readership and is an important channel for disseminating 
knowledge about intangible cultural heritage. 
Companies such as Märta Måås-Fjetterström, which, since 1919, hand-weave high-quality rugs, 
which are largely exported, in a small workshop, and to a great extent trains their own staff on 
site in the workshop are of course, like the similar company Alice Lund Textilier, part of the 
knowledge transfer of intangible cultural heritage. Other examples are found in furniture crafts, 
sheet metal work, boat building et cetera. 
 
Node D, music and other performing arts: 
 
There are some private companies involved. Local businesses can support local events (e.g. 
local revues), in kind or financially, for example in exchange for advertising. At the national 
level, it also happens that the private sector participates in knowledge transfer, for example 
when commercial record companies release traditional music. Several performing folk 
musicians have private companies. 

https://ich.unesco.org/en/ethics-and-ich-00866


 
Node C, practices and knowledge about nature and ICH associated with material cultural 
heritage and cultural environments: 
 
Private companies occur to a limited extent, for example in the case of the Hand net fishing 
tradition in the Torne Valley, where parts of the private sector (mainly those that operate by 
the rapids or have roots in the villages) participate in the knowledge transfer.  
 
Node E, the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Sami people: 
Private stakeholders can offer courses in, for example, Sami traditional handicraft or as 
speakers at conferences and the like. They can also be hired as art teachers, for example. 
 
Ethical Principles: 
The activities of organizations and associations that collaborate with private stakeholders are 
often supported by municipalities, regions or the central government, which in turn supports 
association activities intended to contribute to strengthening and developing democracy (see 
also B.20). 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Satisfied 

Target for the next report: 

Satisfied 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

This is an important indicator and SE intends to maintain and develop the work with involving 
different kinds of actors from civil society in the work on the Convention. 



22. Extent to which civil society contributes to monitoring of ICH 
safeguarding 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 22 of the Overall Results Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 22.1 

Does an enabling environment exist for communities, groups and individuals to monitor and 
undertake scientific, technical and artistic studies on ICH safeguarding programmes and 
measures? 

Yes 

Describe briefly, giving examples, how communities, groups and individuals can 
monitor and undertake scientific, technical and artistic studies on ICH safeguarding 
programmes and measures. 

As shown under previous indicators, there are opportunities for relevant communities, groups 
and individuals to participate in scientific, technical and artistic studies on the intangible 
cultural heritage. See B.3.1, especially under the heading «briefly describe how these programs 
ensure inclusivity», B.3.2, B.4.2 and B.6.1. 
 
As mentioned under B.3.1 there are many courses in ethnology and anthropology at the 
universities and the higher education institutions; some related to the intangible cultural 
heritage. Through the programmes, practitioners/non-profit associations can be given the 
opportunity to participate in everything from scientific, technical and artistic studies on the 
intangible cultural heritage to international cooperation projects in education and continuing 
professional development (also B.6.1). To be allowed to study at the university or college, you 
must be eligible for university studies. To be eligible for courses and programmes, a person 
must meet the general entry requirements as well as specific requirements that may apply for a 
course or programme. This means that an applicant must have a certain previous knowledge 
required for the studies. These requirements differ depending on the level of the course or 
programme and also on what is required by the university.  
 
Node A, oral traditions and expressions, social practices, rituals and festive events: 
 
Practitioners/non-profit associations are given the opportunity to participate in scholarly 
studies on the intangible cultural heritage within the node's area of responsibility through the 
collections that are part of Isof's and Nordiska museet's research and documentation (see 
B.17.1). Additional examples of participation take place in connection with the knowledge 
gathering regarding festivals and rituals, which Nordiska museet works with on an ongoing 
basis. As previously mentioned, both Isof and Nordiska museet also collaborate with the 
ethnological programmes at the universities, programmes that are also open to practitioners. 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN22-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN22-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN22-ES.docx


As early as in first cycle education, students get to visit the archives, visits that recur regularly 
throughout the programme. 
 
Members of the Storytelling Network of Kronoberg have the opportunity to participate in 
courses organized by the Land of Legends Sweden. The courses are partly storytelling courses 
within the scope of the museum's activities, but also a course at Linnaeus University in 
educational storytelling. These courses are open to non-members. For a few years now, the 
university has also included workshops in storytelling where the Land of Legends Sweden's 
educators are active.  
 
Node B, traditional craftmanship: 
 
There are scientific, technical and artistic studies in the field of arts and crafts in cultural 
environmental care at national universities. These pass on knowledge and educate those who 
theoretically or practically work with intangible cultural heritage. A few examples:  
 
Uppsala University (Campus Gotland) offers a programme in Building Conservation and at the 
University of Gothenburg a Bachelor's Programme in Integrated Conservation of Built 
Environments and a Building Craft programme. As mentioned before, specially focused courses 
in craft programmes are available at university level at Carl Malmsten Furniture Studies, 
Linköping University, at the Department of Conservation at Gothenburg University and at the 
Craft Laboratory, a national centre for crafts in conservation: https://www.gu.se/en/craft-
laboratory.  
 
Within the scope of the Craft Laboratory in Mariestad, artisans and woodworkers can apply for 
guest projects, which means that a woodworker/artisan is given the opportunity to research 
and develop methods, for example regarding material processing, management methods, or 
specific craft elements. Education under "crafts" is also applicable to technical aspects in the 
care and maintenance of cultural heritage. Among other things, the university college offers 
building conservation programmes and building craft programmes.  
 
Several higher education institutions offer higher education in arts and crafts, e.g., the 
specialization Textiles at the University of Arts, Crafts, and Design (Konstfack). Within Higher 
Vocational Education (Yrkeshögskolan), there are textile programmes at Sätergläntan Institute 
of Handicraft and Friends of Handicraft, among others. Capellagården offers post-secondary 
education in furniture crafts, textiles, and ceramics. 
 
Node C, practices and knowledge about nature and ICH associated with material cultural 
heritage and cultural environments: 
 
See B.3.1. 
 
At the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, there are a number of programmes and 
courses with a bearing on intangible cultural heritage. SLU also collaborates with a number of 



non-profit organizations, for example within the Swedish Centre for Nature Interpretation: 
https://www.slu.se/centrumbildningar-och-projekt/centrum-for-naturvagledning/ 
 
The Craft Laboratory, University of Gothenburg, offers, among other things, programmes and 
courses with a focus on cultural landscapes and gardens. https://www.gu.se/en/craft-
laboratory. 
 
Node D, music and other performing arts: 
 
See B.3.1 and B.6.1. 
 
Within the node area, there are a number of both theoretical and practical programmes where 
practitioners or associations are involved, both in research and in education. For example, the 
Royal College of Music (KMH) offers higher education for folk musicians with the participation 
of performing musicians (see B.6.1) Link: https://www.kmh.se/utbildningar/alla-
utbildningar/kandidatprogram/musiker-svensk-folkmusik.html. 
 
Node E, the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Sami people: 
 
The universities and the university colleges offer programmes in Sami culture and history, 
especially at Umeå University: https://www.umu.se/utbildning/kurser/samiska-a-
kulturstudier/. 
There are also examples of research projects at universities where Sami are co-researchers, for 
example regarding the Sami villages' land use. Consent must also be obtained from those 
participating in the study and/or the Sami Parliament. 

Question 22.2 

Does an enabling environment exist for NGOs and other civil society bodies to monitor and 
undertake scientific, technical and artistic studies on ICH safeguarding programmes and 
measures? 

No 

Describe briefly, giving examples, how NGOs and other civil society bodies can monitor and 
undertake scientific, technical and artistic studies on ICH safeguarding programmes and 
measures. 

Question 22.3 

Does an enabling environment exist for scholars, experts, research institutions and centres of 
expertise to monitor and undertake scientific, technical and artistic studies on ICH 
safeguarding programmes and measures? 

Yes 



Describe briefly, giving examples, how scholars, experts, research institutions and centres of 
expertise can monitor and undertake scientific, technical and artistic studies on ICH 
safeguarding programmes and measures. 

See B.9.1 and B.9.2. 
 
As mentioned under B.9.2 research in the field is being done at several Swedish universities in 
various disciplines and specializations: e.g., ethnology, history, cultural studies, heritage 
conservation, art and design, craft, tourism, architecture, musicology and anthropology 
(examples of contact details can be found under B.1b). Advanced research in the cultural 
heritage field is also being done as part of the museums' work, and several cultural heritage 
institutions involved in work with the Convention (see B.1a). 
 
There are several courses in ethnology and anthropology at the universities as well as at the 
higher research institutions; some related to the intangible cultural heritage (see B.3.1). Studies 
of the intangible cultural heritage and its social, cultural and other dimensions are also a 
constituent of subjects such as conservation, ethnology, history, culture studies, anthropology 
and musicology at Swedish universities and colleges.  
 
Regarding scientific, technical and artistic studies on the intangible cultural heritage at 
universities and colleges, non-profit organizations only participate to a certain extent in the 
implementation. This is mainly due to the fact that these are primarily implemented by persons 
or organizations with research competence. 
 
Regarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Sami people, there is documentation in 
literature, photo archives, yoik archives, and private archives of the Sami civil society. The Sami 
have served as research objects for several hundred years. The Sami library in Jokkmokk and 
institutions with the task of managing and communicating Sami culture are helpful resources. 
 
There is an ongoing collaboration project between different institutions to inventory films and 
television programmes about the Sami and Sami culture called "Sami audiovisual collection" 
and Ájtte Swedish Mountain and Sami Museum in Jokkmokk has the role of project leader. Link: 
https://www.umu.se/forskning/projekt/samisk-audiovisuell-samling--filmer-och-teveprogram-i-
arkiv-och-pa-webb/  
 
In 2017, the National Archives and Sámi arkiiva (Sami Archives) in Finland together with Ájtte, 
the Swedish Mountain and Sami Museum in Sweden, and Sámi allaskuvla in Norway launched 
the project Arctic Indigenous Design Archives. The purpose was to preserve and continue the 
Sami understanding of design. Link: www.arkisto.fi/aida 
The Interreg project Digital Access to Sami Heritage Archives should also be mentioned, where 
Sami archive collections will be digitized and made available. The project is operated by Umeå 
University, among others. Link: https://digisamiarchives.com/ 

Baseline and target 



The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Largely 

State Party-established target 

Largely 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

SE intends to maintain the level of the baseline.  
 
Comment to question B.22.2 
The answer is both yes and no. It depends on the resources and competence within the 
organization. 
 
Regarding scientific, technical and artistic studies on the intangible cultural heritage at 
universities and colleges, non-profit organizations only participate to a certain extent in the 
implementation. This is mainly due to the fact that these can only be carried out by persons or 
organizations with research competence. However, studies can be carried out in cooperation 
between non-profit organizations and researchers (see above). One example is the database 
Hemslöjdens samlingar, which is available at Digitaltmuseum.se and largely includes the 
handicraft associations' physical collections. Hemslöjdens Samlingar is a collaboration between 
the National Association of Swedish Handicraft Societies and its member associations and the 
National Swedish Handicraft Council. Link: https://digitaltmuseum.se/owners/S-HS#section-
1541511021758 .  
Other examples include Isof's and Nordiska museet's collaboration with the ethnological 
courses and programmes at the universities, programmes that are also open to practitioners 
(see above).  
 
There may also be some challenges for collaboration between research and practitioners, as 
the personnel and financial resources that many non-profit organizations and associations have 
at their disposal today are limited. It takes time to build connections and planning with 
researchers at universities and colleges in order to implement qualified studies or research 
projects, along with financial resources to finance or co-finance studies. Several non-profit 



stakeholders within the nodes' network express a great interest in a more developed 
collaboration. 



23. Number and geographic distribution of NGOs, public and private 
bodies, and private persons involved by the Committee in an 
advisory or consultative capacity (this indicator is monitored and 
reported by the Secretariat at the global level) 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 23 of the Overall Result Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN23-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN23-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN23-ES.docx


24. Percentage of States Parties actively engaged with other States 
Parties in cooperation for safeguarding 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 24 of the Overall Result Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 24.1 

Is there cooperation to implement safeguarding measures for ICH in general at: 

• Bilateral level 
 
Sweden has an extensive international commitment and supports, participates in, or 
collaborates with many international organizations through various types of bilateral 
and international agreements in the cultural sector. 
 
One example is the Swedish Institute, whose programme Creative Force offers project 
support and funding for collaboration with stakeholders in a number of selected 
countries in Europe and internationally. The objective is to promote a positive change in 
countries where democracy, human rights, and freedom of expression are lacking. 
Link: https://si.se/utlysningar/bidrag-finansiering/creative-force-svenska/ 
 
All authorities and NGOs involved in the work with the Convention do intercultural 
cooperation at international, subregional and regional level in order to develop joint 
projects and interdisciplinary collaboration concerning the intangible cultural heritage 
(see B.25.2). 

 

• Regional level 
 
The National Swedish Handicraft Council (NFH) has the task of planning, coordinating 
and promoting handicraft by strengthening the development of handicraft and working 
in collaboration with other players to ensure that culture reaches more people all over 
Sweden. The general starting point for NFHs international exchange is the precondition 
for a dynamic and contemporary handicraft in the country. For example, the NFH 
established contacts in the Nordic handicraft field when activities were prepared for the 
Nordic Council of Ministers in 2018. In October 2021, NFH arranged The Baltic Wool 
Conference, an international meeting place on Gotland for wool companies, 
researchers, sheep breeding associations and others involved in wool processing. 
 
The Swedish Performing Arts Agency/Centre for Swedish Folk Music and Jazz Research 
works to promote the internationalization of musical life in Sweden. Important activities 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN24-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN24-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN24-ES.docx


consist of support for international collaboration projects and cooperation with 
institutions in ethnomusicology, folk music and jazz and with sound and folklife archives 
and universities in Sweden, the other Nordic countries and other parts of the world. The 
Centre is active in the Swedish committee of the International Council for Traditional 
Music, ICTM, a non-governmental organization in consultative relations with UNESCO. 
The aim is to further the study, practice, documentation, preservation, and 
dissemination of traditional music and dance of all countries. 
 
The National Heritage Board has long engaged in international work in various areas of 
cultural environment work and in various organizations at Nordic, European, and 
international levels. The National Heritage Board is active in a number of forums within 
the EU, the Council of Europe, UNESCO, as well as more sector-specific organizations 
such as the European Heritage Heads Forum (EHHF) and the Nordic Heritage Heads 
Forum (NHHF). The National Heritage Board is also active in several other international 
organizations, including the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and 
Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM), the International Council on Monuments 
and Sites (ICOMOS), and the International Council of Museums (ICOM). 
Link: https://www.raa.se/samhallsutveckling/internationellt-arbete-och-eu-
samarbete/ovrigt-internationellt-arbete/ 
 
The Nordic Museum has a broad international collaboration, including within the Nordic 
network Norsam and the Network of Museums in the Baltic. Broader exchanges and 
collaborations are organized partly through the International Council of Museums 
(ICOM), especially the Committees for Collecting (COMCOL) and Costume, and partly 
through the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), especially the 
Committee for Vernacular Architecture ("allmoge" architecture). 
Link: 
https://www.nordiskamuseet.se/sites/default/files/public/nordiska_museet_2020_arsr
edovisning.pdf 
 
The Sami Parliament cooperates with a number of organizations all over Sápmi. The 
Sami Parliament has been part of the Permanent Forum which is a UN agency for 
indigenous peoples.  
Collaborations within Sápmi (Sweden, Norway, Finland) take place within the Interreg 
Aurora programme for 2021-2027. The overall aim is to encourage cross-border 
cooperation to strengthen the programme area's competitiveness, sustainability, and 
attractiveness through social inclusion, digitalization, and green transition. For Sápmi, 
the programme is important for preserving and developing Sami culture, Sami 
industries, and Sami languages. 
Link: https://www.sametinget.se/158942 
 
The Institute for Language and Folklore has the task of language planning and working 
on a scholarly foundation to increase and disseminate living knowledge about language, 
dialects, folklore, names and other intangible cultural heritage in Sweden. The activities 



are based on cooperation and exchange of knowledge with national and international 
players, for example, universities and cultural heritage institutions. The Institute's 
cooperation also comprises civil society organizations. It proceeds from regional 
perspectives and integrates international and intercultural exchange of knowledge. 
Examples of this are the collaborations with seats of learning and sister organizations in 
Oslo, Copenhagen, Helsinki, Turku, Kiel and Dublin. There is also international 
cooperation within the International Society for Ethnology and Folklore (SIEF), with the 
American Folklore Society and the International Society for Folk Narrative Research 
(ISFNR). The Institute is also represented on the Swedish committee for the Memory of 
the World programme and the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names 
(UNGEGN). 
 
Nordic and Baltic co-operation:  
 
The Nordic countries have for many years had an extensive cooperation on the 
implementation of the 2003 Convention. Digital meeting places have contributed to an 
increased exchange of experience in the area, for example when it comes to 
inventorying. In recent years, the cooperation has been expanded to include the Baltic 
states. In 2021, the Nordic and Baltic countries have, among other things, shared 
experiences of methods for periodic reporting. 
Ever since Sweden was elected to the committee, several Nordic meetings have been 
held with both state parties and non-governmental organizations, for example 
concerning the participation of civil society and issues related to the nomination 
process. 
 
The project Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Nordic Region aims to 
establish a digital communication platform in order to assemble stakeholders in ICH 
from civil society in the Nordic region. It has two main functions – to maintain a list of 
good practices and to facilitate processes of communication between different levels of 
stakeholders. The applicants are NGOs, institutions and associations from Greenland, 
Iceland, Norway, Sweden and Finland working in the field of ICH. The project initiative 
originated at the UNESCO "Training of Trainers" workshops held in Trondheim in 
Norway in 2014 and 2015. Link: http://goodpractice.wpengine.com/ 
 
Sweden also participates in networks for non-governmental organizations/civil society 
for the exchange of good Safeguarding practices (The Nordic and Baltic Network on 
Intangible Cultural Heritage). The Institute for Language and Folklore held a lecture at 
the Webinar 16 February 2021, about experiences with the national inventory, Living 
Traditions 
Link: https://safeguardingpractices.com/the-nordic-and-baltic-network-on-intangible-
cultural-heritage/ 
 
The Institute for Language and Folklore also participates with lectures in Nordic 
seminars on the 2003 Convention, for example at the Danish Folklore Archives in 2018 



and at the international conference Living heritage in the Nordic Countries in 2019. The 
conference gathered 150 practitioners, NGOs and experts of living heritage from all 
Nordic and Baltic countries. The conference gave special focus on the role of 
communities and NGO's. The seminar was organized by the Finnish Heritage Agency in 
co-operation with several organizations. Link: 
https://www.aineetonkulttuuriperinto.fi/en/event/living-heritage-in-the-nordic-
countries 
 
Nordic co-operation takes place within the scope of the Nordic Council of Ministers and 
the Nordic Council. This is the world's oldest collaboration of its kind and includes 
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden as well as the Faroe Islands, Greenland, 
and the Åland Islands. The co-operation is politically, economically, and culturally 
supported and is focused on areas where a joint Nordic intervention creates added 
value for the Nordic countries and their citizens. The Nordic community promotes a 
strong Nordic Region in the world and is an important stakeholder in European and 
global co-operation. Common values between the Nordic countries contribute to 
strengthening the Nordic countries' position as an innovative and competitive region. 
 
Nordic cultural co-operation forms a strong overall unit in which art and culture make 
up the cornerstone of the community spirit that binds the Nordic countries together. 
This cultural co-operation greatly influences the world around it and reflects the 
foundation of the common Nordic values. 
The Nordic Council of Ministers is the official body for inter-governmental co-operation 
in the Nordic Region. The Prime Ministers' vision is that the Nordic region will become 
the most sustainable and integrated region in the world by 2030. The co-operation in 
the Nordic Council of Ministers must serve this purpose. 
Link: https://www.norden.org/en/information/about-nordic-council-ministers 
 
Northern Dimension Project 2021-2023 (Livind); The aim of the project is to bring 
together government and NGO actors from ten countries to identify and develop 
policies to strengthen the potential of living cultural heritage to support stability, 
wellbeing, and livelihoods, i.e., sustainable development. Finnish Heritage Agency acts 
as the coordinator of the project starting autumn 2021. Project partners are from ten 
countries in the Northern Dimension Region.  
Link: https://www.ndpculture.org/home 
 
European co-coperation 
In April 2021, the European Network of Focal Points for the 2003 Convention (ENFP) was 
launched for the UNESCO Group I and II countries. The proposal was launched in the 
UNESCO training on periodic reporting by focal points in Italy and Finland and was 
received with great interest and joy by tens of countries in the region. On 25 May, the 
first online event was organized to discuss a network in more detail. In the webinar, 
there was a presentation of the initial ideas for the network and views from the UNESCO 
Secretariat.  



Link: https://www.aineetonkulttuuriperinto.fi/en/event/building-cooperation-enfp 
 
Swedish Arts Council is a government authority whose principal task is to implement 
national cultural policy determined by the Government and the Parliament. Swedish 
Arts Council support arts and culture in many different forms – literature, museums, 
libraries, performing arts, music, reading promotion, arts, culture in schools, crafts etc. 
The agency also provide other services to support the development of arts and culture 
in Sweden and abroad. 
 
The Swedish Arts Council promotes international and intercultural exchange and 
collaboration across the entire culture field. The agency also promotes 
internationalization of Swedish performing arts, by coordinating Swedish presence at 
international performing arts fairs and conferences, mostly together with the other 
Nordic countries. Another government agency, the Swedish Arts Grants Committee 
(Konstnärsnämnden), provides grants for individual artists and for international 
collaborations and projects. They also coordinate international programmes and 
residencies for professionals in art, music, dance and film. 
 
Examples of some networks of which the Swedish Arts Council is part: 
• IFACCA, International Federation of Arts Councils and Culture Agencies - International 
network of cultural authorities around the world. Link: https://ifacca.org/ 
• IETM - international network in performing arts Link: https://www.ietm.org/en 
• ACE-net - international network in Arts and Cultural Education. Link: 
http://www.aceneteurope.net/ 
• APAP, the Association of Performing Arts Professionals - international network in the 
performing arts. Link: https://apap365.org/ 
• Creative Europe Desk Network - network of liaison offices for the EU's Creative Europe 
programme. Link: https://ec.europa.eu/culture/resources/creative-europe-desks 
 
Sweden participates in the EU's Creative Europe programme. EUR 2.4 billion will be 
allocated over the next seven years to international collaborations, mobility, and new 
forms of cultural creation. The aim is to protect, develop and promote European cultural 
and linguistic diversity and European cultural heritage. The programme area Culture 
targets stakeholders in the cultural and creative sectors (architecture, archives, libraries 
and museums, arts and crafts, tangible and intangible cultural heritage, design, fashion, 
festivals, music, literature, performing arts (theater, dance, performance and circus), 
books and publishing, radio and visual arts). Link: https://www.kulturradet.se/kreativa-
europa/ 

 

• International level 
 
Sweden participates in a number of international collaborations within the scope of the 



intangible cultural heritage (see above). One example in particular is the Museum of 
World Culture's international collaboration, for example with the Women's History 
Museum in Zambia, where they work with issues that touch on both tangible and 
intangible, such as basket weaving, rituals, and the objects used in these, making and 
using musical instruments, knowledge on the collection and use of plants. Music and 
rituals/ceremonies have also been key to other projects, such as the collaborative 
project with the Yaqui group in Mexico. 

Question 24.2 

Is there cooperation to implement safeguarding measures for specific elements of ICH, in 
particular those in danger, those present in the territories of more than one State, and cross-
border elements at: 

• Bilateral level 
 

 

• Regional level 
 
The Nordic Sami parliaments have an agreement on Nordic co-operation through the 
Sami Parliamentary Council (SPR). 
The Sami Parliamentary Council (SPR) was established in 2000 with the Sami Parliament 
in Norway and Finland as members. The Swedish Sami Parliament joined the co-
operation in 2002. The Sami Council and the Sami in Russia have observer status. The 
overall purpose is to strengthen the borderless cooperation between Sami and speak for 
the Sami internationally. Among other things, priority is given to Sami research, Sami-
language infrastructure and youth work. Another priority is Sami language 
development. In addition, the Council's task is to coordinate and speak for the Sami 
internationally, especially vis-à-vis other indigenous peoples. Link: 
https://www.sametinget.se/spr 
 
The EU programme Interreg Nord supports cross-border cooperation with the intention 
of strengthening economic and social development during the period 2014-2020. The 
Interreg Nord programme covers northern Sweden, northern Finland, northern Norway, 
and Sápmi. The overall goal is to strengthen the area's competitiveness and 
attractiveness. The programme is divided into four focus areas, of which Culture and 
Environment is one: The goal is to strengthen and bring to life the region's culture and 
cultural heritage, improve the conservation status of natural environments and increase 
the public sector's knowledge and competence about green growth and resource 
efficiency in the region. Unique goals for Sápmi are to strengthen the competence and 
knowledge development within the Sami industries and to strengthen the Sami 
language within the Sami population. Link: https://www.sametinget.se/interreg 



 
Co-operation on the nomination of the Nordic clinker boat tradition has been initiated 
by non-governmental organizations and has contributed to good co-operation between 
the Nordic States Parties. The process has provided an overview of the tradition and 
knowledge transfer between practitioners and non-profit organizations in the Nordic 
region.  

 

• International level 
 
The Storytelling Network of Kronoberg are an active and committed part in the work on 
the Convention, both nationally and internationally. Their safeguarding practices within 
The Land of Legends, adopted to the Register in 2018, has been shared with a number 
of stakeholders from different parts of the world at the Storytelling Festival in Ljungby. 
They have also visited, for example the United Arab Emirates, Latvia and Lithuania, to 
share their methods and experiences.  
 
The National Swedish Handicraft Council (see B.24.1) has an international cooperation 
for safeguarding measures for specific elements within the crafts domain. For example 
weaving traditions and knowledge about wool. The above-mentioned wool-conference 
takes part in different countries every five years.  
(Also see B.24.1) 

Question 24.3 

Are information and experience about ICH and its safeguarding, including good safeguarding 
practices, exchanged with other States Parties? 

Yes 

Explain briefly, using examples, how such exchanges operate, their purpose(s) and 
outcome(s).  

See the answer under B.24.1. 

Question 24.4 

Have you ever shared documentation concerning an element of ICH present on the territory 
of another State Party with it? 

No 

Describe any relevant case(s), naming the element and the other State(s) Party(ies) involved.  

Baseline and target 



The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 

Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Largely 

Target for the next report: 

Largely 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

SE intends to work in the same direction and keep the same baseline during the next reporting 
cycle. 



25. Percentage of States Parties actively engaged in international 
networking and institutional cooperation 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 25 of the Overall Result Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

Question 25.1 

Do you participate in the activities of any category 2 centre for ICH? 

No 
1 

Choose a category 2 centre 

- 

Describe the activities and your country’s involvement. 

Question 25.2 

Is international networking among communities, groups and individuals, NGOs, experts, 
centres of expertise and research institutes that are active in the field of ICH encouraged and 
supported? 

Yes 

Describe briefly, giving examples, specifying the partners involved and how networking is 
encouraged and supported.  

Sweden is an active part in the international work with the 2003 Convention, for instance as a 
member in the Intergovernmental Committee during 2020-2024 and in the Bureau during 2021. 
In 2019, Sweden provided financial support for the NGO Forum's meeting in connection with 
the committee meeting in Bogotá, Colombia (14 COM), with the aim of promoting the NGOs' 
international networking and cooperation within the scope of the 2003 Convention. 
 
Sweden has had a representative of civil society and an expert from the state party in the 
expert group Global reflection on the listing mechanisms under the 2003 Convention. In 
addition, there are international collaborations within all nodes (see B.1.1) and their networks, 
for example through networks with organizations in other countries and through UNESCO 
collaborations. 
 
One of Sweden's priorities in the work on the 2003 Convention is the promotion of the 
exchange of experience between countries, especially with regard to methods to secure and 
pass on intangible cultural heritage to future generations. To promote the exchange of 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN25-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN25-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN25-ES.docx


experience on methods for transmitting intangible cultural heritage, Sweden has contributed to 
the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices. The 'Land of Legends Program' (Sagobygden) was 
adopted into the Register in 2018. The activities are operated by the NGO The Storytelling 
Network, Kronoberg. One example of an activity carried out by the NGO is the organization of 
an international seminar on methods for securing and developing oral storytelling. Around 20 
nationalities participated in the seminar. The organization's staff has also been invited to inform 
and inspire in many countries around the world. 
 
The Storytelling Network, Kronoberg, is also one of Sweden's accredited NGOs to the 2003 
Convention and has participated in the Convention's international meetings. The former head 
of operations for the activities in Land of Legends Sweden and the Museum of Legends in 
Ljungby has also been the chair of NGO Forum. The network is also one of the founders of the 
Nordic and Baltic network on Intangible Cultural Heritage, which runs a number of Nordic-Baltic 
projects, several of which started as early as 2018. Link: https://safeguardingpractices.com/the-
nordic-and-baltic-network-on-intangible-cultural-heritage/  
 
In November 2020, the Storytelling Network of Kronoberg was commissioned by the Swedish 
National Commission for UNESCO to write a report containing a structure to ensure that 
representatives of civil society will have the opportunity to participate in the work on the 2003 
Convention at a global level (Komm2020/ 00654/U2012:01). The report was presented in 2021 
and also included proposals at national and regional level. 
 
Sweden prioritizes a number of criteria when assessing nomination proposals for UNESCO's 
international lists and registers within the 2003 Convention. The criteria are described 
collectively in the Institute for Language and Folklore's report "Handling of nomination 
proposals for UNESCO lists and registers for the intangible cultural heritage" (Isof ref.no: 14-
19/0567, Ministry of Culture ref.no: Ku2019/01280). One of these criteria concerns intangible 
cultural heritage shared by several countries and crossing borders. In accordance with this 
criterion, Sweden, together with the other Nordic countries, has nominated Nordic clinker boat 
traditions to the UNESCO list of humanity's intangible cultural heritage. The nomination will be 
discussed at the committee meeting in December 2021. The nomination was preceded by many 
years of commitment and cooperation between civil society stakeholders linked to clinker boat 
technology in the Nordic countries. 
 
There is also an established co-operation between the expert authorities in the Nordic 
countries with regard to the work on the 2003 Convention. This includes administrators from 
Denmark, the Faroe Islands, Finland, Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, and the Åland 
Islands. The countries cooperate before and in connection with committee meetings and state 
party meetings and shares experiences regarding the implementation of the Convention in the 
Nordic countries. In Sweden, the work is within the framework of the Institute for Language 
and Folklore's coordinating role of the Convention work and is thus financially supported 
through the administrative grant for the authority. In the budget bill for 2022, the Government 
proposes an increase of Isof's appropriations by SEK 3 million per year during the period 2022 - 
2024 for the work on the Convention. 



 
The Institute for Language and Folklore shall, like other authorities responsible for the expert 
nodes, per its instructions integrate in its activities "an international and intercultural exchange 
and cooperation" Ordinance (SFS 2009:743). The same applies to many of the other 
organizations and institutions described under B.1.1.  
 
The Swedish Arts Council's distribution of grants for international cultural exchange and 
intercultural activities is of great importance to international networking. It is primarily 
intended to finance Swedish cultural organizations/networks' membership fees to 
corresponding international organizations and can also be used for certain international 
meeting activities in connection with the international network's activities. 
There are also several established organizations/institutions in Sweden that network 
internationally in the intangible cultural heritage area, for example Samp (Swedish-African 
Museum Programme), various EU bodies, and Nordisk Hantverksforum (the Nordic Craft 
Forum). In the field of music, for example, there is the International Council for Traditional 
Music (see also B.24). 
 
According to its instructions, the National Museums of World Culture shall also conduct 
international and intercultural exchanges and cooperation. The Museum of World Culture in 
Gothenburg has an extensive international cooperation. 
 
Most Swedish museums also collaborate in international professional forums and networks. 
The Swedish Museums Association safeguards and promotes the common interests of the 
Swedish museum sector. In addition to participating in various organized collaborations, the 
Swedish Museums Association answers questions from abroad about the Swedish museum 
system. The overall work is linked to the Swedish ICOM, which promotes international 
cooperation. ICOM sets international standards for museums and has drawn up regulations 
that define ethical rules for the museums' work. The Swedish Museums Association has an 
international cooperation with a number of organizations, for example the European Museum 
Forum, the International Council of Museums, and Volunteers for Cultural Heritage.  
 
In addition, there are international collaborations and networks within all expert nodes and 
their networks. 

Question 25.3 

Do you participate in ICH-related activities of international and regional bodies other than 
UNESCO? 

Yes 
1 

International and regional bodies 

CoE (Council of Europe) 



ICH-related activity/project 

One example is Future for Religious Heritage (FRH). FRH is co-funded by the Creative Europe 
Programme of the European Union. 
FRH is an organization dedicated to the safeguarding of Europe's diverse and unique religious 
heritage. FRH consists of over 70 organizations and 100 professionals coming from 35 countries, 
seeking to promote and enhance good practice sharing, project-building and professional 
collaboration with all those interested in safeguarding Europe's rich historic places of worship 
as well as intangible religious heritage. From Sweden there are three full members in the 
organisation: Svenska Kyrkan, Göteborgs Universitet/Institutionen för kulturvård and Uppsala 
Universitet, Campus Gotland. Church of Sweden is one of the co-founders of FRH. 

Contributions to the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage 

FRH promotes the value of religious heritage by raising public interest and encouraging 
community engagement in the conservation and safeguarding of Europe’s religious heritage. 
FRH works closely with EU policymakers and relevant cultural heritage stakeholder forums, 
sharing relevant information and recommendations regarding the implementation of legislation 
that promotes community engagement, sustainability, cultural preservation, and innovation 
around religious heritage. This includes finding creative ways of preserving historic places of 
worship including extended use and reuse, to avoid demolition or abandonment. By sharing 
expertise and best practice this network promotes the safeguarding of Europe’s tangible and 
intangible religious heritage; avoiding the abandonment and destruction of this invaluable 
European heritage. 
  
2 

International and regional bodies 

ICCROM (International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural 
Property) 

ICH-related activity/project 

Sweden has been a member of ICCROM since 1969 and is represented by e.g. the Swedish 
National Heritage Board and the University of Gothenburg. A representative from Sweden 
currently sits on ICCROM's board of directors until 2023. 
 
The Theme People and Heritage within ICCROM: People-centred approaches are not only a 
question of increasing participation within a given management system. The approaches must 
also ensure that the people most connected to heritage are at the core of its conservation, 
while underlining the dynamic and mutually beneficial role of heritage in society. 

Contributions to the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage 



See above. 
  
3 

International and regional bodies 

Others 

ICH-related activity/project 

Nordic language co-operation will promote Nordic language comprehension and strengthen the 
Nordic language community. It shall increase knowledge about the languages in the Nordic 
region, promote a democratic language policy and view of language in the Nordic region and 
strengthen the position of the Nordic languages in and outside the Nordic region. The work is 
handled by the Language Council at the Institute for Language and Folklore. 

Contributions to the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage 

Minor languages in the Nordic countries: 
Culture and education for the revitalization and strengthening of minor languages in the Nordic 
countries are funded by the Nordic Council of Ministers and handled by the Institute for 
Language and Folklore. The purpose is to contribute to increasing awareness, interest and 
knowledge about how education and culture can contribute to revitalizing and strengthening 
minor languages in the Nordic region. The initiative, which is ongoing until 2022, shall develop 
Nordic language co-operation and contribute to strengthening both the national minority 
languages and the Nordic minor languages. The aim is also to increase interest and knowledge 
about how education and culture can contribute to strengthening the minor languages in the 
Nordic region. 
  
4 

International and regional bodies 

Others 

ICH-related activity/project 

United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names (UNGEGEN). The Institute for 
Language and Folklore takes part in the international working group. 

Contributions to the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage 

Place names are often orally transmitted and a part of our intagible cultural heritage. The 2021 
UNGEGN session provided a forum for experts to learn and share best practices and norms, and 



new tools for geographical names administration. The session also highlighted the Group's role 
as an enabler in preserving cultural heritage and where appropriate support relevant aspects of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
  
5 

International and regional bodies 

Others 

ICH-related activity/project 

The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), within the project «Digital access to Sámi 
heritage archives. 

Contributions to the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage 

The work aims to improve the accessibility to the Sámi Cultural heritage in Sámi archives by 
developing new technological solutions. Link: ://digisamiarchives.com/ 
  
6 

International and regional bodies 

Others 

ICH-related activity/project 

Sweden wishes to emphasize that the projects/activities described above under section 25.3 
are not an exhaustive list but rather a few select examples of international activities/projects in 
which Sweden participates in ICH-related projects. Sweden participates in several of the above-
mentioned organizations in the drop-down list but focuses on issues other than the intangible 
cultural heritage in several of these. 

Contributions to the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage 

Baseline and target 

The first scale below automatically indicates the extent to which this indicator is met based on 
the information provided above. It constitutes a baseline for future reporting. 
The second scale allows you, on a voluntary basis, to define a target for the next reporting 
exercise, in six-year time, and a text box allows you to explain how you intend to achieve this 
target. 



Extent to which the current indicator is met: 

Largely 

Target for the next report: 

Largely 

Briefly explain why the State decided to establish this target for the next reporting cycle and 
how it will try to achieve it. In doing so, you can refer to the specific aspects and assessment 
factor(s) for this indicator that the State may wish to address: 

SE intend to work in the same direction and maintain the baseline. 



26. ICH Fund effectively supports safeguarding and international 
engagement (this indicator is monitored and reported by the 
Secretariat at the global level) 

Guidance note corresponding to indicator 26 of the Overall Result Framework: 
English|French|Spanish 

https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN26-EN.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN26-FR.docx
https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/2003-ORF-GN26-ES.docx
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C 

C. Status of elements inscribed on the Representative List 

Please complete all points below for each element of intangible cultural heritage present in the 
State's territory that has been inscribed on the Representative List. Refer to the nomination file 
as the basis for reporting on the current status of the element and report only on relevant 
changes since the date of inscription on the List or since the last report. Nomination files and 
earlier reports are available at https://ich.unesco.org or on request at the Secretariat.  
 
The State Party shall pay special attention to the role of gender and shall endeavour to ensure 
the widest possible participation of the communities, groups and, where applicable, individuals 
concerned as well as relevant non-governmental organizations during the process of 
preparation of each report, and is asked in point C.7 below to describe how it has done so. 

Name of the element Year of inscription 

Nordic clinker boat traditions 
Multiple: Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden 

2021 

Question C.1 

C.1. Social and cultural functions 

Explain the social and cultural functions and meanings of the element today, within and for its 
community, the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners, and any specific roles or 
categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element, among others. 
Attention should be given to any relevant changes related to inscription criterion R.1 (‘the 
element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention'). 

Not valid. To be reported under the next reporting cycle, since the element was selected in 
december 2021. 

Question C.2 

C.2. Assessment of its viability and current risks 

Describe the current level of viability of the element, particularly the frequency and extent of 
its practice, the strength of traditional modes of transmission, the demographics of 
practitioners and audiences and its sustainability. Please also identify and describe the threats, 

https://ich.unesco.org/


if any, to the element's continued transmission and enactment and describe the severity and 
immediacy of such threats. 

Question C.3 

C.3. Contribution to the goals of the List 

Describe how the inscription of the element has contributed to ensuring visibility of the 
intangible cultural heritage and raising awareness at the local, national and international levels 
of its importance. Explain how its inscription has contributed to promoting respect for cultural 
diversity and human creativity, and mutual respect among communities, groups and 
individuals. 

Question C.4 

C.4. Efforts to promote or reinforce the element 

Describe the measures that have been implemented to promote and reinforce the element, 
particularly detailing any measures that might have been necessary as a consequence of its 
inscription. 

Question C.5 

C.5. Community participation 

Describe the participation of communities, groups and individuals as well as relevant non-
governmental organizations in safeguarding the element and their commitment to its further 
safeguarding. 

Question C.6 

C.6. Institutional context 

Report on the institutional context for the element inscribed on the Representative List, 
including: 

a. the competent body(ies) involved in its management and/or safeguarding; 
b. the organization(s) of the community or group concerned with the element and its 

safeguarding. 

Question C.7 

C.7. Participation of communities in preparing this report 



Describe the measures taken to ensure the widest possible participation of the communities, 
groups and, where applicable, individuals concerned as well as relevant non-governmental 
organizations during the process of preparation of this report. 



Question D 

Signature on behalf of the State 

The report should conclude with the original signature of the official empowered 
to sign it on behalf of the State, together with his or her name, title and the date of 
submission. 

Name 

Sophia Laurin 

Title 

Deputy Director General, Division for cultural heritage and living environment, Ministry of 
Culture 

Date 

03-01-2022 

Signature 

 



 


